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4@ GrocraApuicaL Description and Natura History of 
the Province of QUE BEC, in North-America: With an accu- 
rate Whole Sheet Map of the Country. ‘ 


HE French comprehended, under the 

name of Canada, a very large terri- 
tory, taking into their claim part of Neva 
Scotia, New-England, and New-York, on 
the eaft; and to the welt, extending it as 
far as the PacificOcean. That part, how- 
ever, which they were able to cultivate, 
lay chiefly on the banks of the river St. 
Lawrence, and the numerous fmaller rivers 
which it receives. This, being reduced by 
the Britith arms.in the late war; has been 
fince formed, by an Act of the 14th of 
his prefent Majefty, into a Britith pro- 
vince, called the Province of Quebec, which 
is fituated between 61 and 81 degrees weit 
longitude, and .45. and 52 degrees north 
latitude, and extends, 800 miles in length 
and 200 in breadth *. 

The winters in this extenfive province 
are extremely fevere, but the fummers 
hot and pleafant, and the air is generally 
ferene. In many parts the foil is very fer- 
tile in moft forts of grain, as well as in 
fruits and vegetables. Tobacco, in par- 
ticular, thrives well, and is much culti- 
Yated. The meadow grounds, which are 
well, watered, yield excellent .grafs, and 
breed vaft numbers of great aiid {mail cat- 
tle. The uncultivated parts of Canada, 
as well as of all North-America, contain 
the greateft forefts in the world. They 
form one continued wood, unplanted by 
the hands of men, and, in all appearance; 
as old as the Creation. Nothing is more 
magnificent to the view. The wees lof 
themfelves in the clouds; and fuch is 
the prodigious variety of {pecies, that even 
among thofe perfons who have taken moft 
a to know them, there is not one per- 

aps that is acquainted with half the num- 
ber. The province which we are defcribe- 
ing, produces, among others, two forts of 
pines, four forts of firs, two forts of cedar 
and oak, the male and female maple, 
three forts of ath and walnut-trees, vaft 
numbers of beech-trees, white and red 
elms, and poplars. Here are alfo found 
cherry-trees and plumb-trees ; the vinegar- 
tree, the fruit of which, infufed in water, 
produces vinegar ; an aquatic plant, called 
Alaco, whofe fruit may be made into a 


confeétion; the cotton-tree,on which grow 
feveral tufis of flowers, which, when tha- 
ken in the morning before the dew falls 


off, produces honey, that may be boiled 


up into fugar, the feed —s a pod, con- 
taining a very fine kind of cotton; the 
fun-plant, which refembles the marigold, 
and rifes to the height of feven or eight 
feet ; Turky corn, French beans, gourds, 
melons, ¢apillaire, and the hop-plant. 

The rivers branching through this 
country .are. very numerous, and many 
of them large, bold, and deep; but they 
are mere rivulets in comparifon to the 
river St. Lawrence, which iffues from 
the lake Ontario, and, taking its courle 
north-eaft, wafhes Montreal, meeting the 
tide upwards of 400 milés from the fea, 
where it is navigable for large veflels ; 
and below Quebec, 320 miles from the 
fea, it becomes fo broad and fo deep, that 
in the laft war fhips of the line contri- 
buted to reduce that capital. At length, 
this great river falls into the ocean at 
Cape Rofiers, where it is ninety miles 
broad, 

But the animals of Canada form the 
moft curious and the moft interefting part 
of its natural hiltory. It is to the {poils of 
thefe that we owe the materials of many 
of our manufactures, and molt of the 
commerce that is now carried on between 
us and that country. The animals that 
find nourifhment in the immenf forefts 
of Canada, are ftags, elks, deer, bears, 
foxes, martens, wild cats, ferrets, weafels, 
fquirrels of a large fize and greyith hue, 
hares, and rabbits. The fouthern parts 
in particular breed great numbers of wild 
bulls, roebucks, goats, wolves, &c. The 
numerous marihes, lakes, and pools, {warm 
with otters and beavers. This laft, though 
refembling the creature known by that 
name in Europe, has many particulars 
which render it the moft curious animal 
with which we are acquainted f. 

Among the other animals of this coun- 
try, which moit deferve the attention of 
the Naturalilt, is the elk, which is about 
the fize of a horfe or mule. Many extra- 
ordinary medicinal qualities, particularly 


* In our Magazine for February, 1761, is an accurate Map of Canada, with its 
boundaries, before the Royal Proclamation in 1763, and the Quebec Bull in 1774, 


took place. 


+ For the Natural Hittory of the Beaver, fee the Univerfal Magazine, for June 1772- 
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for curing the falling ficknefs, are afcribed 
tothe hoof of theleft footofthis animal. Its 
colour is a mixture of light grey and dark 
red. They love coid countries; and, 
when the winter affords them no grafs, 
they gnaw the bark of trees. It is dan- 
gerovs to approach very near this ani- 
mal, when he is hunted, as he fometimes 
fprings furioufly on his purfuers, and tam- 
ples them to pieces. ‘To prevent this, 
the hunter throws his cloaths to him, and, 
while the deluded animal {pends his fury 
on thefe, he takes proper methods to dif- 
patch him. 

There is a carnivorous animal here, 
called the Carcejou, of theat kind, with 
a tail fo long, that Charlevoix fays he 
twitted it feveral times round his body. 
It is faid, moreover, that this animal, 
winding himfelf round a tree, will dart 
thence upon the elk, twift his itrong tail 
round his body, and tear his throat in a 
moment. 

Wolves are fearce in Canada ; but they 
afford the fineit firs in all the country. 
Their flefh is white, and good to eat; 
and they purfue their prey to the tops of 
the tallefi trees. The black foxes are 
greatly cfteemed, and very fcarce; but 
thofe of other colours are more common. 
They live upon water-fowls, which they 
decoy within their reach by a thoufand 
antic tricks, and then fpring upon and 
devour them. The poll-cat has a moft 
beautiful white fur, «xcept the tip of his 
tail, which is as black as jet. Nature 
has given this animal no defence but its 
urine, the fmell of which is intolerably 
naufeous: this, when attacked, he fprin- 
kles plentifally upon his tail, and throws 
it on the affailant. The wood-cat is of a 
fine filver colour, with a bufhy tail, and 
twice as big as an European. The female 
carries under her belly a bag, which the 
opens and fhuts at pleafure, and in that 
fhe places her young, when purfued. 
Here are three forts of fquirrels. That, 
called the flying fquirrel, will leap forty 
paces and more from one tree to another. 
This little animal is very lively, except 
when afleep, which is often the cafe; and 
he puts up wherever he can find a place, 
in one’s fleeve, pocket, or muff: he firft 
pitches upon his matter, whom he will 
diftinguifh from among twenty perfons. 
The bear is not naturally fierce, untets 
when wounded, or opprefled with hunger. 
They run themfelves very peor in the 
month of July, when it is fomewhat dan- 
gerous to meet them; and they are faid 
to fupport themfelves during the winter, 
when the fnow lies from four to fix feet 
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deep, by fucking their paws. _ Scarce any 
thing among thé Indians is undertaken 
with greater folemnity that hubting: the 
bear; and an alliance with a noted bear- 
hunter, who has killed feveral in one day, 
is more eagerly fought for than that of oie 
who has rendered .himéel€ famous in war, 
Thefe are the mof ftriking peculiarities 
of the quadrupeds in Canada; for, as to 
the buffalo, the roe-buck, ‘the hare, the 
rabbit, Sc. they differ but litde from 
thofe of Europe. 

Of the feathered.race they have eagles, 
falcons, gofhawks; partridges, grey; red, 
and black, with long tails, which they 
fpread out as a fan, and. whith make a 
very beautiful appearance. A Canadian 
raven is faid, by fome writers, to eat as 
well as a pullet, and. an owl. better, 
Thruthes and goldfinehes are found here; 
but the chief bird of melody is. the whité- 
bird, which is a kind ef ortolan, very 
fhowy, and remarkable. for announcing 
the return’ of fpring. The fiy-bird is 
thought to be the moft beautiful in na- 
ture. With all his plumage he is. no 
bigger than a cock-chafer, and he makes 
a noife with his wings like the humming 
of a large fly. 

The rattle-fnake.is the only reptile of 
this country that deferves attention.. Some 
of them are as big as aman’s leg, and 
five or fix feet in length. On their tail, 
which is fealy, like a coat of mail, itis 
faid there grows every year one ring, or 
row of fcales; fo that one may know the 
age of the rattle-fnake by his tail, as we 
do that of a horfe by his teeth. In move- 
ing, it makes a rattling noife, from which 
it has its name. The bite of this ferpent 
is mortal, if a remedy be not immediately 
applied. But fuch is the goodnefs of Pro- 
vidence, that in al} places, where this dan- 
gerous reptile is bred, there grows a plant, 
which is called rattle-(nake herb, the root 
of which is a certain antidote againft its 
venom, and that with the moitt fimple 
preparation, for it requires only to be 
pounded or chewed, and applied like a 
plaifter to the wound. ‘The rattle-fnake, 
unlefs provoked, feldom bites any paflen- 
ger, and never darts itfelf againft any per- 
fon, without fift rattling three times with 
its tail. When purfued, if it has but lit- 
tle time to recover, it folds itfelf round, 
with the head in the middle, and then 
darts itfelf with great fury againft its 
purfuers. Neverthelefs, the favages chafe 
it, and find its flefh very good, which is 
ufed by the American apothecaries in pat- 
ticular cafes. 

The iivers and Jakes contain a vat 

variety 
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saiety of fith. Among the moft remark- 
able ds the fea. wolf, to calied from: its 
howling It is an amphibious creature. 
The largett are faid to weigh 2000 pounds. 
Their fleth: is good eating : but the profit 
of it lies in the oil, whith is proper for 
burning, and’ currying of leather. Their 
fins make excellent coverings for trunks, 
and though not fo fine as Morocco leather, 
they prelerve their frefhnefs better, and 
are not fe liable to cracks: The thoes 
and boots made: of thefe ikins let in no 
water ; and, when properly tanned, make 
excellent and lafting covers for feats. The 
fea-cow'is larger than the fea-wolf, but 
sefembles it in figure. It has two teeth 
ofthe thicknefs and length of a man’s 
arm, which, when grown, logk like horns, 
and areé° very fine ivory, as well as its 
other teeth. ©’ Some of the porpoiles of the 
fiver St. Lawrence are faid to yield-a hog{- 
head of oi) ; and of their fkins waiftcoats 
are made, that are mufquet proof. The 
lencronet is a kind of {cuttle-fith, rather 
of an oval dhape. There are three forts 
of them, which differ only in fize ; fome 
being as larpe as a hogthead, and others 
but a feot tong. They catch only the 
faft, and that with a torch. They are 


excellent eating. The chaourafon is an 
armed fith, about five feet long, and as 
thick as a man’s thigh, refembling a 
pike; but is covered with feales that are 


proof againft a dagger. There grows 
under iis mouth a long bony fubitance, 
qugged at tke end. Qne may_ readily 
imagine, that an animal fo well fortified 
is a tavager arnong the inhabitants of the 
water; but we have few initances of fifh 
making prey of the feathered creation, 
which this fith does, however, with much 
art. Heconceals himieif among the canes 
and reeds in {uch a manner, that nothing 
is to be {een but his weapon, which he 
raifes perpendicularly above the furface of 
the water: the fowls, which come to take 
reft, imagining the weapon to be only a 
withered reed, perch upon it, but they 
have no fooner alighted, than the fith 
opens his throat, and makes fuch a fud- 
den motion to feize his’ piey, that it fel- 
dom efcapes. This fith is dn inhabitant 
of the Jakes. Some of the rivers bieed a 
kind of crocodile, that differs but little 
from thofe ef the Nile. 

The capital of the province of Quebec 
is a city of that name, fituated at the con- 
fluence of the rivers St. Lawrence and 
St. Charles. It is built on a rock, and 
is divided into an upper and lower town, 
The houfes in each are of ftone, and the 
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fortifications ftrong, though not regular. 
Fhe Govervor refides in a citadel, which 
covers the town, and is both regular and 
handfome. The siver, which, from the 
fea hither, is about four or five leagues 
broad, narrows all of a iudden to the 
breadth of a mile. ‘The harbour is fafe 
and commodious, and about five fathoms 
deep. It is flanked by two baftions, that 
are raifed twenty-five teet from the ground, 
which is about the height of the tides at 
the time of the Equinox. This city was 
ereéted by the Fiench in 1605. Sir 
David Kirk, with the Englith under his 
command, reduced it, with all Canada, 
in 16263 but it was reftored in 1632. 
In 1711, the Englifh fitted out a fleet, 
with a defign to conquer Canada, but 
the expedition failed through the rafhnefs 
of the Admiral, who, contrary to the ad- 
vice of his pilot, failed too near the Seven 
Tfles, and thus Joft his largett hips, with 
3000 failors. Quebec continued in the 
poffeffion of the French till September 13, 
1759, when it furrendered to the Britith 
arms. The hiltory of this conqueft, and 
of the fubfequent reduction of all Canada, 
will make a glorious figure in our annals, 

In failing up the river St. Lawrence, 
from Quebec to Montreal, which is 170 
miles, the eye is delighted with beautiful 
land{capes, the banks, in many places, 
being very bold and fteep, and thaded 
with lofty trees. The farms lie pretty 
clofe all the way; feveral gentlemen's 
houfes, neatly built, thew themfelves at 
intervals ; and there is all the appearance 
of a flourifhing colony, although bur few 
towns and villages. It is very much like 
the well fettled parts of Virginia and 
Maryland, where the planters are wholly 
within themfelves.. Many fine iflands are 
interfperied in the river, and produce a 
moft pictureique effe&t. After paffing the 
Richlieu Iflands, the air becomes fv mild 
and temperate, that the voyager thinks 
himfelf tranfported to another climate : 
but this is only to be underftood of the 
fummer months. 

The town called Trois Rivieres, or the 
Three Rivers, is about half-way between 
Quebec and Montreal, and has its name 
from three rivers which join their currents 
here, and fall into the river St. Lawrence. 
It is much frequented by the feveral na- 
tions of Indians, who, by means of thefe 
rivers, refort hither, and trade with the 
inhabitanis in various kinds of furs and 
tkins. 

Montreal ftands on an ifland in the 
river St. Lawsence, which is ten leagues 
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in length and four in breadth. This city 
forms an oblong fquare, divided by regu- 
Jar ftreets. Its fortifications have been 


much improved by the Englifh ; but the 
town itfelf, which is nearly as large ag 
Quebec, has fince foffered much by fires. 
The inhabitants of the province of 
Quebec amounted, at the conquett, to 
65,000, profefling the Roman Catholic re- 


ligion. Thefe, by the Act of Parliament 
of the 14th of his prefent Majefty, are 
allowed the free exercife of their religion, 
fubje& to the King’s fipremacy; ahd 
their Clergy may enjoy their accuftomed 
‘dues and rights, but with refpeét’ only to 
perfons of their own religion + for, a 
right is referved to his Majetty, to 
make a fuitable provifion for’ the Pro- 
teftant Clergy, out of the-re(t of the ac- 
cuoftomed dues. In matiers of -property, 
refurt’is to be had to the Jaws of Canada ; 
but ‘criminal! cafes are to be determined by 
the laws of England. 

While this country was poffefled by the 
French, the Indians fupolied them with 
peltry ; and the French had traders, who, 
in the manner of the original inhabitants, 
traverfed the valt lakes and’ rivers’ in 
canoes, with almoit incredib!eindultry and 
patience, carrying their goods into the 
moft remote regions of America, amongtt 
Natiofs entirely unknown tous. Thefe 
again brought the market home to them, 
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as the Indians were, by this means, has 
bituated to trade with them. For this 
purpofe, people from all parts, even from 
the diftance of ro0e miles, came to the 
French fair at’ Montreal, which began in 
June, and fometimes. lafted three months, 
On this occafion, many folemnities were 
obferved ; guards. -were placed; and the 
Governor affiited to preferve order, in fuch 
aconcourie, and in fo great a-variety of 
favage nations. But fometimes great dif. 
orders and tumults happened ; and the 
Indians, being fo fond of brandy, fre- 
quently gave for a dram all that they were 
poflefied: of. 

Since: we became poflefled of Canada, 
their exports, at an average of three years, 
in fkins, furs, ginfengs, {nake- root, capil- 
jaire, and wheat, amount?to 10,500]. 
The: imports. from Great Britain, in a 
variety of articles, are computed at nearly 
the fame fum; Our trade, however, inte 
the interior parts of Canada, is fubject to 
great inconveniencies, at particular deafons, 
The feverity of the winter, for initance, 
is fo.exceflive from December to April, 
that the greateft rivers are-frozen over, and 
{now lies on the ground from four. to fix 
feet deep. Another inconvenience arifes 
from the falls in the river St. Lawrence, 
below'Montreal, which prevent fea veffels 
from.penetrating to that emporium of in- 
jand commetce. 


A New DIALoGueE in the ELystan Frieibs ; between Descartes, 
the celebrated Philofopher, and CuRisTINA, Queen of Sweden. 


[From the French of M. D’ALemBert.] 


CHRISTINA. 
H! is it you, my dear Defcartes ? 
How happy am I to fee you afte. fo 
Jong an abience ! 
DEsCaRTES. 

For near an age that we have been in 
thefe peaceful fcenes, it has not been my 
fault that you have not difcovered me 
fooner But your negleé&t does not much 
furprifé me. Even in the world above, 
Princes and Philofophers have but little 
intercourfe with each other. Whenever 
they do affociate, it is from the momen- 
tary fenfation of a reciprocal neceffity ; 
the Prince wifhing to be inftruéted, the 
Philofopher ambitious of patronage, and 
each anxious to be celebrated. For with 
Kings, and even with Sages, vanity ig 
but too predominant. But, the moment 
they defcend to this tranquil refidence of 
fhades, Kings and Philofophers have no 


more to claim, to hope, or to fear from 
each other, 
CHRISTINA. 

With whatever coolnefs you may treat 
me, and with whatever indifference you 
may imagine I have regarded you, I have 
ever retained for you the moit grateful 
fentiments of veneration. Thefe fenti- 
ments are revived by fome news I have 
jut received from the other world, and 
which mutt be interefting to you. 

DESCARTES. 

News which mutt be intereiting to me! 
That will be wonderful indeed! I have 
often heard the converfations of the Dead, 
but I have learned fo many abfurdities re- 
fpecting what has paffed on earth fince 
I left it, that I am quite difguited with 
news. Befides, of what moment are the 
events above to me who am no longer 
there? I interefted myflf but little in 

them, 
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ghem, when Iwas alive... And yet that 
was the great epocha, fo, celebrate) for the 
war.of,thwty years, and the ‘important 
pegociauions that followed it. This me- 
morable’ period was famous for the greatett 
and molt: fplendid. a&tions. They then 
flaughtered and deceived each other in every 
part, of Burope. . Great. Princes, great 
Generals, and great Statefmen. then dif> 
played, their fuperior talents and wonder- 
ful xefources. However, I had no con- 
gern-in.their jlluttsious.maffacres, nor, in 
their auguft and momentous fecrets. I 
was, content to purfye. my. philofophical 
{peculations in filence.and retirement. 
CHRISTINA. 

And perhaps you were not better em- 
ployed... A Sage, like you, might have 
been.more.ufeful to the world. Inftead 
of thutting yourfelf up, in your {tudy in 
the remoteft corner,.of :Noyth-Hojland, 
engaged in the ftudy of Geometry, Natu- 
sal Philofophy, and, between ourlelves, of 
metaphyfical inyefligations that wereequally 
vifionary and unjmportant, you would have 
asted a nobler part in vifiting the refpective 
courts. and armies, and endeavouring to 
perfuade the world ‘to live in amity and 


peace. : 
DésCAaRTES. 

And I fhould have been admirably well 
received! What! attempt to perfuade men 
not to flaughter each other, efpecially 
when they know not the motives of their 
fanguinary conduét! It is equally imper- 
tinent and unavailing to attempt to rea- 
fon men into truths that are f{elt-evident. 
I. remeniber what ‘Tacitus relates of a 
Philofopher, who, during the war between 
Vefpafian and Vitellius, advanced between 
the two armies then in order of battle, 
and, ina fine harangue againit war, en- 
deavoured to perfuade each party to-lay 
down their arms, and mutually to retire. 
But the Philofopher was wel] beaten for 
m pains, and the battle raged with greater 
ury. 
: CHRISTINA. 

Lam .affured, that you would now be 
better fatisfied with mankind. The dead 
who have arrived here for fome time patt, 
and even the Philofophers amongft them, 
all agree that reafon is gaining ground, 
and that the minds of men are more en- 
lightened. 

DESCARTES. 

But this mult be very infenfibly indeed. 
It is not eafy to imagine by what flow 
degrees all nations, collectively confidered, 
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advance towards refinement. Look back 
to, the ‘Hittory of the World, from the de- 
ftruétion of the Roman Empire to the 
Revival of’ Letters in Europe, and vou 
will be firuck with that depth of barba- 
rity in which mankind have been funk 
during twelve centuries. 

. CHRISTINA. 

The progre{s of nations is indeed but 
flow ;. neverthelefs they do advance, and 
fooner or later arrive at refinement. Rea- 
fon may be compared to a watch: we fee 
not the movement of the hand, yet no- 
body queitions that it moves, although it 
is fome time befote we can difcover the 
progrefs it has made. Sometimes the 
hand will ftop, but fill there is a fpring 
within the watch, and it is fufficient to 
put thatin action, in order to give motion 
to the hand. 

DESCARTES. 

Admirable indeed! But all that I 
know is, that in my time the hand hardly 
moved at al]: the fpring iticlf, if there 
were one, was fo relaxed, tvat I thought 
it was deftroyed for ever; fuch infult and 
oppofition did I meet with from men, far 
being defrous of teaching them fome 
merely {peculative truths, which could not 
poffibly affect the happinefs of fociety. 

CHRISTINA. 

But thofe times of reproach and mor- 
tification are vanifhed. The prefent en 
lightened age is now fenfible to your me- 
rits, and actually renders you the honours 
which you fo eminently deferve. 

DESCARTES 

I am infinitely obliged tothe age. Per- 
fecuted while I could be fenfible to infult 
and mortification, they decree honours to 
me when I can be no longer affeéted by 
them! The perfecution was for my per- 
fon, and the honouis for my manes! They 
have confulted my fatisfation molt ex- 
cellently well ! 

CHRISTINA. 

Happily, for the honour of mankind, 
ijluftrious men are not always treated with 
the fame injuftice. I have juft heard, that, 
even in France, a refpeétable Society of 
Men of Letters are going to ereét a Sta- 
tue to the molt celebrated writer of the 
nation *. It is added, that many perfons 
of rank and genius, net only in France, 
but in foreign countries, concur in this 
laudable undertaking. 

DEscCaRTES. 

I have heard the fame; but do you 

know what I haye alfo learned on this 


* Voltaire, 


fubject ? 
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fubject? It is faid, that there are fome 
perfons who decry this patriotic aét, for a 
reafon, however, which they dare not 
avow, which is, that the great man, 
to whom this monument is to be ere&ed, 
will have the {atisfaction of feeing and 
enjoying it. Thefe very equitable diftri- 
butors of glory afk why they do not ra- 
ther .ereét fiatues to Corneille, to Racine, 
and to Moliere ; and they are fo wonder; 
fully jut, be asf Corneille, Racine; and 
Meliere ace dead Thev would havé 
been véry tar trom putting the guettion 
in ‘the life-time of thefe great men, the 
firft of whom died in poverty, the fecond 
in d fgrace, and the third almoft without 
interment. 
CHRISTINA. 
_ Methinks, we might well reprefent En- 
vy ftabbing a living Genivs with one 
hand, and, with the other, offering in- 
cenfe toa. Geniys that isnomore. But 
fet us leave thefe men fo very zealous to 
honour departed excellence, and confine 
ourfelves to whit more immediately con- 
cerns us. If they have been fo unjuft in 
forgetting you for fo long a period, they 
are now about to decree you the moft 
{plendid reparation. Do you know that a 
maufoleum is now actually ereéting to 
your memory ? 
DESCARTES. 

A maufoleum to me! France does me 
irfinite honour. But I fhould imagine, 
that, if they had thought me worthy of it, 
they would not have waited one hundred 
and twenty years after my death. 

CHRISTINA. 

You yourfelf do great honour to France, 
my dear Philofopher, in fuppofing that to 
be the country which intends to ere&t a 
monument to your memory. No doubt 
France will have that idea foon, and a 
happy opportunity offers; for they are re- 
building, with the greateft magnificence, 
the very church * where your afhes are 
depofiied 5 and I think that a monument 


® Saint Genevieve. 


to the honour of Defcartes_ would adorg 
this church as much as fine ‘orsins‘Gt'a 
fine belfry +, “In ‘the méan time,”a’ fio: 
nument is ereéting to you at Stockholm, 
in the country where you die. You 
are indebted for this to 4 young Prince, 
who now reigns in Sweden. I have not 
been ambitious, you_know, ‘of having an 
heir; but, how anxious fhould ¥ have 
been for one, could I have hoped that ‘Hea- 
very would grant me fuch a Prince for my 
fan.” Every thing T hear of bim interefts me 
in the moft fenfible degree ; his taletits, his 
Knowledge, his modefty, ‘and,’ which’ is 
worth infinitely more, his fimplicity: far 
modefty is fometimes affected, which fim. 
piicity never can be §. 
DESCARTES. 

I cannot fay that I would with: to: fee 
this Prince here in order to thank him. I 
even ‘hope, for the happinefs. of Swedeh} 
that it wifl yet be very lone before he vifit 
thefe regions. But I with, at ‘Jeaft, that 
my country could in fome meafure return 
my obligations to him. I know that’ ‘it 
is light and frivolous; but at the fame 
time it poffeffes afund of honour and good 
fenfe; and, if it'Has not yet done -any 
thihg for me, TI fhall confider its grateful 
attentions to the honours I may receive 
from ftrangers, as the nobieft recompence. 
I am neither vain enough to ‘be dazzled 
with thofe honours, nor fo Cynical as to 
difdain them. A difembodied fpirit hath 
the happinefs or the misfortune to fee 
things as they really are. | But although 
I had done no other fervice to Philofophers, 
than to have opened the quarry whence 
they draw the materials of the great edi- 
fice of reafon, this alone, methinks, would 
give me fome claims to the gratitude of 
pofterity. 

CHRISTINA. 

For my own part, I very fenfibly feel 
the obligations which you and your coun- 
try are at this moment under to Sweden: 
for this mavfoleum is a debt to you, which 


The Count D'Angiviller, Dire&tor-general of the buildings, has endeavoured to 
difcharge the debt of France, by the ftatue he ereéted to Defcartes in 1777; in the 


hall of the Louvre. 


t This mavfoleum is adtually ere&ted in the church of St. Olof at Stockholmh, by 


order of the King of Sweden. 


§ Perhaps M. D'Alembert might with equal propriety have reprefented the irifamous 
Colonel Chartres as a model of virtue, or have ereéted a f{tatue to Piety in the form of 
the laft Lord Lyttelton, as to have celebrated the Swedifh Monarch for modefty and 
finplicity. Were ihefe the virtues he difplayed in the great revolution; when he 
ereéled the ftandard of Defpotifim on the ruins of his country’s freedom ? How appofite 


is this line of Addifon : 


Curfe on his virtues; they've undone his country. 


I re- 
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{reproach myfelf for not,having dif- 
charged. { ? : 
; DEsCaRTES,. 

It is true, (but I do not mention it by 
way of reproach )jthat, after having treated 
me while alive with marks of refpeét and 

nerofity, you paid. but little attention 
to my athes, . I died in your palace, of an 
inflammation of the lungs, which I got 
by rifing, for three months in winter, at 
five o'clock in the morning, in order to 
infruét you. I have been affured, indeed, 
that for fome days you regretted me, that 
you even talked of ere€ting a magnificent 
tomb-to my memory, but that thefe ideas 
foon palled away. The generality of 
Princes are like children, who carefs with 
ardour, but foon forget the objects of 
their tendernefs. 

CHRISTINA. 

I thould | certainly have given fome 
fplendid proofs how much I honoured 
your memory, had I not abdicated the 
Crown foon after. 

DESCARTES. 

And why did you abandon it ? I think 
you would have atted a more becoming 
part, had you remained on the throne of 
Sweden ; if, inftead of leading an ufelefs 
life in the midft of thofe Italians who 
treated you fo ill, you had laboured like a 
great and good Sovereign for the happi- 
nefs of your people, and the protection 
of fcience and philofophy. Confefs, that 
the ambition of appearing fingular, and, 
in a word, a little vanity, were the mo- 
tives to this abdication. But what a dif- 
ferent condus& would you bave purfued, 
had you attended to the dictates of that 
true glory, which in every view of it is 
fo remote from vanity ? 

CHRISTINA. 

I cannot deny, that vanity had a part 
in my project; for its influence and mif- 
chievous effeéts are univerfal. But I had 
yet a more powerful reafon for my abdi- 
¢ation, which certainly cannot appear won- 
derful to a Philofopher ; I mean the fa- 
tigue and difgufts which are infeparable 
from a throne. I confefs, however, that 
T ought to have had the fortitude to en- 
counier them, from the confideration of 
the {weet fatisfaétion of difcharging the 
duties which fovereignty impofes. Hap- 
pily for Sweden, this throne is now occu- 
pied by a Prince, who will remedy the ill 
confequences of my error, and, while he 
feels like me the burden of a Crown, 
will know how to fuftain it like a great 
and virtuous Sovereign, 


its 


' Descartes. 

Methinks you had a more particular 
intereft in not depriving the men of letters 
of that afylum and fupport which they 
enjoyed in. your Court ; for certainly they 
have not been ungrateful towards you. 

CHRISTINA. 

Tam fenfible of this, and I am equally 
feofible, that, if polterity yet retain any 
efteem for me, I am not a little in- 
debted for it to my patronage of letters. 
This is better remembered than fome other 
aétions, which, neverthelels, might have 
a diftinguifhed place in my ‘ife 5 the in 
fluence, for inftance, which I had in the 
Treaty of Weftphalia. You may recol~ 
leSt, perhaps, that on the conclufion of this 
famous treaty you wrote fome verfes ia 


my praife, 
DESCARTES. 

Yes. I remember that I did make 
fome very indifferent verfes, which the 
world, tince my death, has taken the un- 
neceffary trouble of ridiculing ; as if my 
philofophy had given me any pvetenfions 
to poctry, or all the rhimers of my 
time; who thought themfelves Poets, had 
made better veifes than I, Corneille ex- 
cepted. However this may be, my verfes 
are now forgotten, as well as your influe 
ence in that famous treaty, which gave 
peace to Europe, and fecurity to the Gere 
manic conititution. 

CHRISTINA, 

I acknowledge that Europe did not ape 
pear to be very grateful on this occafion 5 
and, to fpeak ingenuoufly, Europe was 
not unjuft. I had lef influence in the 
conclufion of this treaty than my Mini- 
fters. But it is otherwiie with regard to 
the proteétion which I had the happinefs 
of atfording to Letters and Philofophy. 
This glory is mine without a rival; and 
the grateful honours, which have been 
paid to me by fo many celebrated writers, 
may lead me to forget fome errors with 
which I yet reproach myfelf. 

DESCARTES, 

You are not the only Sovereign ‘that is 
indebted to the eratitude of celebrated 
writers for the favourable opinion of 
mankind. In their beautiful flatteries we 
almott forget the profcriptions of Auguf- 
tus and the faults of Francis I. Men, 
who think and who write, will fodéner or 
Jater govern opinion ; and it is opinion, 
you muft be fenfible, that rules the world. 

CHRISTINA. 

You mult not {peak this too loud. If 
this fextiment get abroad, they will re- 
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proach thofe men ‘ who think and who 

write,” with being of no other, ule in fo- 

ciety than to corrupt good Princes. 
DEsCARTES. 

The reproach would be very unjuft. 
Thofe Princes on whom f& much*incenfé 
has been lavifhed as the great encouragets 
of letters, Auguftus. and Francis I, for 
inftance, became heiter and wifer men, the 
moment they honoured Jearning with their 
patronage. This wovld prove, were’ it 
neceffary, how much it is the intereft of 
Princes to be enlightened, whether we re- 
gard their own fatisfaétion, or the felicity 
of their people. 

CHRISTINA. 

But will this objeivation hold equally 
good with regard to their fubjeéts? Is it 
always proper for nations to be enlighten- 
ed? On the contrary, is it not *fometimes 
ufeful to keep the people in ignorance, 
and even to deceive them ? 

DESCARTES. 

This is a great queftion; but the dif- 

cuffion of it would be too long, as well 


Th DUEL: 4 
ELCOUR was deprived of his 


parents at too early an age to be 
fenfible of his lofs. An uncle received 
him into his houfe, and gave him the fame 
liberal education that he bellowed upon 
Floranville, his fon. The two youths, 
united by the tender claims of relation- 
fhip, were not long infenfible to the fweets 
of a friendfhip, which the habit of living 
together rendered ftronger every day. 
Their high birth calied them to the army ; 
and, ata proper age, they each ferved their 
country in the fame regiment. Floran- 
ville had never applied with any alacrity 
to his ftudies; and the diflipation infepa- 
rable from a military life, particularly in 
time of war, contributed to increate his 
blameable inattention. Melcour, on the 
contrary, united an excellent underitand- 
ing to the moft ardent delire of know- 
ledge. His purfuits had been directed to 
the nobleft objects; and an humane and 
fufceptible difpottion, affifted by ferious 
reflection, infpired him with a generous 
averfion to the criminal prattice of duel- 
ling, which was fo fafhionable when he 
entered into the fervice. 

Their different tattes infenfibly leffened 
the cordiality of iniercourfe. Floranville, 
blinded by the love of pieafure, was foon 
involved in thofe difficulties which are 
the inevitable confequences of extrava- 
gance. Melcour, with friendly fympathy, 
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as ufelefs for us: for of what moment 
it to the Dead-to know whethér it be ad. 
vifeable to deceive the Living? For -my 
part, I know not*whether fome errors may 
not be ufeful. But, admitfing this, | 
believe: that they hold the place ‘of more 
ufeful- truths. However, I cannot but 
think, that great-addrefs is requifite in 
order to combat ignorance and error with 
fuccefs. We. muft not always’ oppof 
them openly. -A Philofopher, who was 
apparently diffatisfied with his contem- 

raties, faid to me the other day, that, 
tf he wéte to return to the world, and had 
his ‘hand full of truths, he ‘would not 
open it, ‘to let afingle one efcapé. * Bro- 
ther,” ‘faid I-to-him, ¢ you are both wrong 
and right: “In fuch a cafe, it would not 
be proper éither’to keep the hand clof, 
or to open it abruptly. ‘The fingers 


fhould be opened ‘one after another.; the 
truth will then be perceived by degrees, 
without any rifque to thofé who retain it, 
and who ‘thus permit it to be at large.” 

L 


Morar TALE. 


affifted him witk his purfé, and urged every 
motive to draw him from the precipice on 
which he trembled. He reprefented to 
him how much his conduét muft degrade 
him in the eftimation of men of fenfe. 
* Even thofe,’ faid he, * who foagreeably 
flatter your very errors, will be the fir 
to fting you with the fevereft farcafms, the 
moment that they find you are hopelefs of 
refource,.——You give them credit for being 
your beft friends. They have eftranged 
you from me. They have painted me in 
the moft difagrecable colours, and they 
have weakened, if not abfolutely extir- 
guifhed the friendfhip you have {worn to 
me, Wretches! they know the fincerity 
of my affe&tion for you; my endeavours 
to expofe their perfidious defigns have not 
efcaped them; and they have devoted me 
to punifhment. Alas! my friend, fhould 
they fucceed in totally eftrangiug your heart 
from me, their triumph wil! be too com- 
plete. But, my dear Floranville, I plead 
not for myfelf alone Be the noble fen- 
timents that united us in our infant years, 
I conjure you not to plunge a dagger into 
the bofom of the bett of fathers. Were 
he a witnefs of your exceffes, he would 
die the viétim of his grief * 

Floranville was not unaffSted by this 
friendly remonttrance. He even promiled 
to reform his condu&. But his infidious 
companions in debauchery drew fuch al- 
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Jaring pictures of vice, that he had not 
fortitude to refitt the temptation. Melcour, 
difcovering that his friend, after having 
Jot confiderable fums at the gaming- 
table, endeavoured to diffipate his vexa- 
tion in a houfe of ill fame, ventured to 
follow him thither, warmly reminding him 
of his duty, and of his recent promifes of 
reformation. 

Floranville had now loft all regard to 
character, Tranfported with unpardon- 
able rage, he drew his {word on Melcour, 
who refufing to fight his coufin, this 
exafperated man infulted him in the groffett 
language, and, but for a returning in- 
terval of reafon, had certainly ftruck him. 
Melcour, preferving the molt amiable 
compofure, reftrained the natural fug- 

{tions of refentment ; for, notwith{tand- 
ing the unworthy behaviour of Floranville, 
he ftill regarded him as a relation to whom 
he was bound by the tendereft ties of 
friendthip. 

This noble equanimity affe&ted the ag- 
gieffor, and roufed him from his mo- 
mentary frenzy. With an ingenuous fhame 
he made a thoufand apologies for his ex- 
travagant behaviour. His pardon was al- 
ready in the heart of Melcour, who loved 
him too affeétionately to with-hold it; 
and a profufion of embraces befpoke the 
inexpretiible pleafures of reconciliation. 

An Officer of another regiment had been 
He had obferved 


prefent at this di(pute. 
the violent temper of Floranville, and the 
Jaudable moderation of his coufin he im- 


puted to cowardice. He did not fail the 
next day to indulge himfelf in {ome fatiri- 
cal refle&tions, which were not unnoticed 
by the companions of Melcour. The 
flighteft {ufpicion is injurious to the honour 
of a foldier. A minute enquiry being 
made into the cuccumftances of the affair, 
the perfons, who had thus furniflied a 
fubje&t for the converfation of the whole 
gairifon, were immediately given to un- 
derftand, that the whole corps confidered 
themleives as infulted in their perfons, and 
that it was their indifpenfable duty to re- 
venge the affront. Even the means were 
not left to their difcretion. ‘ If,’ faid 
they, * we have ftated the tranfaction 
juttly, it is abfolutely requifite that you 
fight; but, if you have been ufjuttly ac- 
culed, it is equally your duty to put that 
man to death, who has fo fcandaloufly 
traduced you. Imagine the fituation of 
Melcour at this dittrefling moment. His 
principles forbid him to engage in a duel, 
and, thould he comply with the cruel in- 
junctions of his corps, he would be re- 


duced to the dreadful neceflity of plunge- 
ing his {word into the bofom of his com- 
panion, his relation, and his friend. In 
vain did he reprefent the motives by which 
his conduét was influenced. The ap- 
pointment of the place of meeting, and of 
the arms to be provided, was-ali the an- 
{wer he received. 

Melcour, abandoned to the moft in- 
confolable grief, withdrew to his apart- 
ments. Floranville, who came to feek 
him, found him leaning ona table. His 
hands cover his face. He weeps. Nor 
do his fighs meet with interruption, but 
fiom the tender repetitions of the name 
of Floranville. Overcome by this affeét- 
ing fcene, the latter throws himéfelf at the 
feet of his friend. Melcour now perceives 
anew all the horror of his fituation, and 
gently repulfing him—* What!” fays he, 
* doft thou appear before me, who in a 
moment after am to ftab thee ??—He tinks 
into his coufin’s arms; his tears flow 
apace. ‘Oh! Floranville,’ continued he, 
“if thou die by my hand I will never fur- 
vive thee. How could I ever fee thy fa- 
ther? Alas! did that father protest my 
infant years only to fee me bathed in the 
blood of his fon? Unhappy old mant 
Whatever be the event of this unnatural 
combat, how exquifite muft be the anguith 
of thy paternal heart !” 

At this inftant fome Officers force into 
the apartment. They came to inform 
Melcour, that he muft delay no longer, 
if the reputation of valour were at all 
worthy of his regard. Diftracting inter- 
val! The two friends cont-nue in clofé 
embrace; and, fobbing, anfwer not a 
word. 

Floranville, at Jength, more attentive 
to the cruel claims of honour than to the 
voice of friendthip, firlt broke this pain- 
ful filence. *¢ Come,” faid he, rifing, and 
offering his arm to Melcour, who could 
not bear his looks. ¢ What, bach-rian!” 
anfwered the latter, ‘thou wouldit wifh 
me to go! No, relentlefs violators of hap- 
pineis, jet me be difgraced by your wretch- 
ed prejudices. I tubmit to it. I will 
not be a murderer. You feek my pina 
Come, then, yourfelves, and rid me o 
this deieited life!’ He rifes, and, walking 
hattily, exclaims, * Arm myfelf againft 
him! Floranville, I fhall fee tnee expire 
by my hand, and thy father—he will re- 
quire his fon of me—Where is my fon! 
Where is my fon! and I thall be covered 
with his blood!——Whar crime did he 
commit that thy arm—None, none, O 
my tecond father '!—-This was not the 
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fudden fally of blind revenge. In our 
very embraces we turned our {words againit 
each other. I was betrayed bya cruel 
prejudice—he fell beneath my arm, the 
victim of miftaken honour. No, no, 
Floranville. At thefe words, he fell on 
his couiin’s neck, and: held him clofely to 
his heart—‘ I will not be thy affafin— 
No.—And you, return to thofe who fent 
you hither. Tell them, that Melcour 
prefers imaginary difgraceto aétual crime— 
to the molt dreadful of crimes.’ This 
anfwer decides the brave defaulter’s doom. 
His companions aflure him, with every 
appearance of reluétance, that, in decline- 
ing the combat, he can no longer be con- 
fidered as one of the corps. Imagine how 
much Floranvilleis affeéted at this cruel fen- 
tenceehe who had plunged Melcour into 
fuch a depth of milery! His own un- 
governable conduét was the caufe-of his 
friend's difgrace! Every thing he faw 
tended to heighten his defpair. ‘The con- 
fequences were apprehended ; and they 
forced him from this {cene of woe. 

When Melcour was alone, he did not 
hefitate what part to follow. He would 
not return to his ewn province, where he 
might expeét the feverity of unjult re- 
ficétions. Waiting, therefore, till this 
unhappy adventure could be forgotten, or 


placed in its true light, he propofed to 
peifect by travel the knowledge which he 


had acquired in folitude. The fame night 
he made the neceflary preparations for his 
journey, leaving a letter of inftructien for 
his coufin, how to convey the periodical 
remittances of money that he was now of 
age to claim from his eftate. He informed 
him of his intention to travel. £ Do you,’ 
added he, * acquaint my uncle of my fate. 
Let him know, that I was folicited to cut 
your throat. How will he tremble at the 
recital! If thofe barbarians, influenced 
folely by falfe honour, think me unwor- 
thy to ferve my King, enable your father 
at leaft to rejoice at my courageous efforts 
to tpare you the commiffion of a crime. 
What a leffon! O my dear Floranviile! 
you will profit by it. Your infatuation 
has already vanithed. Continue {till to 
love me, and, if you rettore me the pof- 
feffion of your heart, be far from think- 
ing me unhappy.” 

Melcour departed at break of day, with 
enly one attendant. He perceived at a 
diftance a party of the enemy’s troops, on 
the point of routing a much inferior num- 
ber of the French. He could not fee his 
countrymen almoft overpowered without 
sulhing to their afliftance. Every idea of 


danger vanithes, and, intent on glory only, 
this fame Melcour, whofe courage his 
brother Officers had prefumed to quettion, 
flies to the field Of battle, performs prodi- 
gies of valour, carries off a (tandard from 
the affailants, and crowns his countrymen 
with triumph. 

The Commander of this detachment, 
delighted with the young ftranger’s ora- 
very, intreated him to communicate his 
name. ‘ Sir,’ anfwered he, *I will pre- 
fently difcover it, but firit pleafe to ales 
me of the place of your deftination,— 
*F am going,’ returned the Officer, ‘to 
take the command of the next garrifon.’ 
It was that from which Melcour had jutt 
departed. ‘ Well i” added he, ‘I will 
have the honour to accompany you, and. 
will there receive with pleafure the praifes 
which you have the goodnefs to Javith upon 
me.” 

They arrive. ¢ Sir,’ faid Melcour, ‘the 
only favour F afk is, that you would aflem. 
ble the Officers of the regiment of **** 
fthat which he had quitted.} This was 
done. Melcour appeared before them, 
‘ Behold, gentlemen,” faid he, ‘the un- 
fortunate victim of that falfe honour which 
renders you cruel and unjuft, that idol 
which you univerfally adore, becaule I 
refufed to dip my hands in the blood of a 
friend, my rejation, when he had atoned 
for a very trifling fault by the finceret 
forrow 3 becaufe I liftened to the voice of 
humanity and religion; and becaule I 
have refpe&ted the laws of the kingdom; 
you have adjudged me unworthy to bear 
arms in its defence. You have been 
blinded by prejudice. You have not 
fcrupled to accufe me of cowardice; but 
Iam now amply avenged. This ftand- 
ard, which I have taken from the enemies 
of my Sovereign, is a fufficient teftimony 
of my valour. 

The aftonifhed General, affected by the 
magnanimity of Melcour, intreated him 
to refume his former poft, while he under- 
took to reprefent this glorious action to 
the Minifter. The galiant youth yielded 
to the prefling inflances of the General, 
feconded by all the Officers of his own 
corps. * Receive again,’ faid the Com- 
mandef, ‘ that employment of which yot 
were yeflerday fo violently deprived, as? 
tacit confeflion of the unjuft prejudice that 
condemned you; and may your example, 
Sir, extirpate it for ever.” Then turning 
to the Officers that furrounded him: 
‘This virtuous young man,’ faid bh’ 
* teaches you never to impute cowardic 
to him who, faithfully adhering to the 1% 
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junétions ef true honour, and to the laws 
of his country, refules to become a de- 
teftable murderer. Renounce, gentlemen, 
the fatal error of imagining that man to be 
truly brave, who can dare to cut the 
throat of a fellow-creature, in order to 
avenge an affront. Rather acknowledge 
his bravery, who rifes fuperior to the bafe 
gratification of revenge. Let the decifion 
of your private quarrels be deferred hence- 
forth to the day of battle, Let your tri- 
umphs over the enemies of the State be 
the punifhment of him who may have 
offended you; or, if the infult require it, 
Jet the laws brand yeur adverfary with in- 
delible infamy. Deliver him over to pub- 
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lic odium. But referve your nobleft evlo- 
gies for Melcour, and for all thofe who 
in future may have the magnanimity to 
copy his great example.” 

Words cannot defcribe the tranfports 
which this fcene excited in the bofum of 
Fioranvilie, who, embracing his excellent 
friend, thed tears of inexpreflible delight. 
In this moment of virtuous exultation 
he renounced his fatal errors ; and, faith- 
ful, this time, to his belt refylutions, it 
is fuperfluous to add, that in the fequel 
he rofe, as well as the generous Mel- 
cour, to the highelt ranks of military pre 
ferment. 


ANECDOTE of Lewts XIII, King of France. 


URING the reign of this Prince, 

a Comedy was performed at the 
Theatre in Paris, which contained fome 
fevere refleStions upon the Gentlemen of 
the Long Robe. His Majetty’s curiofity 
led him to honour it with his prefence. 
In the courfe of the performance one of 
the players was placed among the fpetta- 
tors in a lawyer's drefs. ‘This performer, 
who by his habit appeared like a Coun- 
fellor, ftood vp during one of the moft 
humourous fcenes of tne play, and faid 
with a loud voice, ¢ that it was intolerable 
to fee that learned body turned into ridi- 
cule, and he charged the actors to for- 
bear going on with fo audacious a per- 


be really a Counfellor, and piqued to fee 
the difrefpec&t thewn to his royal prefence, 
cried out in a peremptory tone, ¢ I will 
have them go on with it,’ and ordered his 
attendants to enquire who that gentleman 
was, that dared to utter threats in his 
prefence. It was now thought proper to 
undeceive him ; and Lewis, who was fond 
of raillery, laughed heartily at his mif- 
take. 

QuereE. Did not our late Ariftophanes, 
in his Comedy of the Orato:s, borrow the 
incident of hs Coilegians from this cir- 


much improved by Mr. Colman, in his 
prelude of the Manager in DiftreSs ? 


formanee. Lewis, imagining the inan to D. M. 


To the Propriztor of the UniversaL Macazine. 


SIR, 

The following Fragment, which I lately met with, is fuid to be a Tranflation 
from the tirfe Language, and of the Original it is added, that it was lately 
difcovered in a Highland Hut, and that it appears to be of great Antiquity. 
Vhe recent literary Alterations, with refpe@ to the Poems of Offian, may 
pofibly lead fome of your Readers to doubt the Authenticity of this Fragment. 
Without contending for either Side of the Queftion, I feall only obferve, that 
it cannot fail of giving Pleafure to thofg who are delighted with Pi@ures 
of uncorrupted Simplicity and innate Goodnefs. Nor can the defcriptive Pars 
but captivate the Lovers of whatever is great, and awful, and magnifi- 
cent in Nature. Give me Leave to add further, that, admitting this Frag- 
ment to be authentic, it is not improbable that Shakefpeare had feen it when he 
«wrote the Tragedy of Macbeth. Jam, Sir, your humble Servant, a 


Th PUPIL of NATURE. 


DWIN tended his father’s flock on _pofition depraved. He delighted in bene- 

the bleak mountains of Scotia. volent aétions, though infenfible of the 
Though illiterate and unenlightened, his beauty of benevolence; and, though he 
morals were not corrupted; nor his dif- purfued the paths of virtue, he was igno- 
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rant that they led to felicity. His coun- 
tenance indicated his innocence and fin- 
cerity ; and prepoffeffed all in his favour. 
With a lively and pi€turefque imagination, 
he loved, to enthufiafm, the rude f{cenes 
of uncultivated Nature; and, as he wan- 
dered over the mountains, would fit down 
on an inviting fpot, climb to the edge of 
a precipice, or trace a torrent by its found. 

In one of his rambles he defcended into 
a craggy dell, in which Nature reigned in 
all her wild magnificence A glade of 
fhattered oaks rofe fuddenly on each fide 
the fummits of the mountains, on which 
the evening clouds repofe, appearing as 
above ; and direétly in front frowned a 
noble cavern, that diffufed a melancholy 

loom on the furrounding objeé&ts. Im- 
menfe fragments, fufpended from the roof, 
threatened thofe who fhovld prefume to 
enter, with infant deftruStion ; and from 
its mouth rufhed a rapd torrent, that, 
dafhing from cliff to cliff. thundered down 
the vale in a continual cataraét. The 
moon fhone faintly, and her trembling 
beams quivered on the waves of the river. 

Captivated with the grandeur of the 
cavern, Edwin, in the elation of his heart, 
refolved to explore its gloomy receffes. 
Ais he entered, the fragments that hong 
in air trembled over his head, and he had 
not advanced many paces when one of 
them fell down with a tremendous found, 
and entirely obftruéted the paflace. To 
return was now impraétcab!e. Every 
fuggeftion that horror could infptre ruthed 
into his mind. He endeavoured to climb 
the crag, but the piominence of its ium- 
mit fruftrated all his atiempts. After 
fome hefitation he proceeded. 

In proportion as he advanced, the light 
diminifhed, and the rock aflumed a deeper 
fhade. The roof at length defcended fo 
Jow, and the paflages became fo rugged 
and craggy, that he was obliged to clam- 
ber with his hands and knees. It was in- 
tenfely dark ; the drops which perpetually 
diftilled from the roof rendered the rocks 
extremely flippery ; and the rver, that 
rattled with refift!efs impetuofity befide 
him, inceffsntly reminded him by its found 
of his imminent danger. It at laft opened 
into a lofty vault. Defcending by a gen- 
tle declivity, and groping with his crook, 
he foon arrived at the foot of a rock, from 
beneath which the river emerged, and 
which apparently precluded all further pa{> 
fage. Edwin threw himfelf on the ground 
in defpair. Exhaufted with fatigue, and 
confufed in his ideas, he prefently fell 
afleep; a being of the mott terrific form 
that a fertile imagination, imprefled with 
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horror, can conceive, feemed to rife Se 
of the water below, and was juft pre. 
paring to terminate his exiftence, when a 
clap of thunder fhook the cavern, and 
every cavity in the rock reverberated the 
found. 

Edwin ftarted up in an agony of terror, 
His tears were fufpended by wonder. Fal. 
ling on his knees, he clafped his little 
hands bleeding with the roughnefs of the 
rock, and uttered a fervent ejaculation ; 
for Nature fuggefts to the moft unen. 
lightened mind the idea of a Divine in- 
telligence ; when, happening to caft his 
eye on the water, he obferved the re- 
fletion of a pale biue light that iffued 
through a cleft in the rock ; a fait beam 
of lope now darted into his mind. Some 
pious Anchorite, who had chofen this cell 
for his final refidence, might have juft lighted 
his lamp: fome minftrel, who had retired 
hither for fhelter from the ftorm, might 
have juft kindled a few faggots to defend 
himtelf from the feverity of the cold. 

Though the aperture was high, Edwin 
climbed up by the aid of a protuberance 
of the rock, when looking through he fw 
twelve gigantic figures refembiing wo- 
men; with wide and folemn fteps they 
ttalked in proceffion round a biazing cal- 
dron, and threw in the ingredients for the 
preparation of their magic charms Ina 
few moments they ftopped: upon which 
one of them, who appeared confiderably 
the talleft, advan:ed from amongift the 
re(t, and, muttering a few words, drew 
a cicie on the ground with her wand, 
and initantly rofe the fhade of a venerable 
Clvefain. His left arm fuftained a ta: get, 
in the midft of whicha lance was fixed ; a 
plume of feathers nodded in his bonnet, 
and a Claymore hung by his fide. Look- 
ing round with a menacing frown, he was 
proceeding to fpeak; when, lo! a gut 
of fmoke involved the frame; it was a 
fignal that fome virtuous eye beheld their 
infernal incantations ; all wanted their 
wands, the f{peétie and the caldron funk 
into the ground, and they vanifhed with 
a peal of thunder, 

Edwin trembled in every nerve: he 
doubted whether he had not been deceived 
by the illufions of fancy; and he had 
fcarcely ftiength fufficient to preferve him- 
felf from falling. At length, when the 
paffions that agitated his breaft had fub- 
fided, he recolleéted feeing a paffage on the 
oppofite fide, though his intention had at 
the time been top much engaged by other 
objeéts to permit him to obferve it. Ani- 
mated by this thought, he paffes through 
the aperture. As he entered the cell, te 
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had juft been the fcene of enchantment ; 
as he defcended to the ground, that fupe- 
xior beings had jutt on treading; he 
ftepped back and fhuddered Recovering, 
however, prefently from this emotion, he 
approached the rock with his arms ex- 
tended, and foon found a narrow paflage, 
the entrance of which was fortified by 
large fragments of ftone. Over thefe he 
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running tothe opening, he beheld a profpe&t 
of fuch magnificence and extent, that he 
was at firft obliged to turn afide his eyes. 
The fun appeared rifing in all its glory, and 
the mifts that hung on the tops of the fur- 
rounding hi'ls were breaking and dif- 
perfing. Beiow thonea vatt lough, ftretch- 
ing as far as the eye could reach, and 
reflecting rocks, woods, and the inverted 
fummits of mountains. 


climbed with a few efforts; but he had 
not gone far when he faw a light, and, 


Literary ANECDOTES, CRITICISMS, &&c. continued from Page 12 
of our Magazine for July daft. 


With all its Defe&s, there is not, perbaps, a Work more popular among the vari- 
ous Orders of Society, than the Night Thoughts of Dedor Young. There is 
bardly any Situation, in which the Great and Affiuent, as well as the Humble 
and Needy, do snot fometimes feel the Impreffions ibat naturally refult from a 
Recolle&ion of the folemn Truths that were bis favourite and inceffant Theme. 
But in the more pathetic Parts, thofe in which the tender Feelings of the Father, 
the Hufhand, and the Friend, are blended with the happieft Imaginations of the 
Poet, we have been hitherto under Miftakes, which to rectify, have required 
the minute/t Attentions of the Biographer. The Lorenzo, an abandoned Cha- 
ra@er, has been tnproperly underftood to be the Son of ovr virtuous Poet, the 
ObjeR of his Refentment while living, and fcarcely of Forgivene/s in the Aricle 
of Death. The ingenious Mr. Herbert Croft, junior, to whom * the great 
Coloffius of Literature had handed down the arduous Tafk of writing the Life 
of Young *, has Sufficiently evinced this Idea to be a vulgar Prejudice, founded 
on Mifconception and Mifinformation. In continuing, therefore, this Series of 
Literary Anecdotes, we imagine that nothing can be more acceptable to our Readers 


in general, than by laying before them the Evidence that hath been adduced om 
this Subje@ by a Gentleman, who appears to have fludied it with no mean 


Abilities and Attention, 


YoOuU NS G. 


OUNG tried his {kill in a fpecies of 

poetry altogether his own, and fuc- 
ceeded. Of his wife le was deprived in 
1740. She was foon followed by an amia- 
ble daughter, the child of her former huf& 
band, who was juft married to Mr. Tem- 
ple, fon of Lord Pa'meriton. Mr. Tem- 
ple did not long remain after his wife +. 
How fuddenly their deaths happened, and 
how nearly together, none who has read 
the § Night Thoughts’ (and who has not 
read them ?) needs to be informed : 
Infatiate Archer! could not one fuffice ? 
Thy fhaft flew thrice ; and thrice my peace 

was flain; 
And thrice, ere thrice yon moon had fill’d 

her horn. 


To the forrow Young fe!t at his loffes we 
are indebted for thefe poems. There is a 
pleafure fure in fadnefs which mourners 
only know. Of thefe poems the three or 
four firft have been perufed perhaps more 
eagerly, and more frequently, than the 
latter. When he got as far as the fourth 
or fifth, his grief was naturally either 
diminifhed or exhaufted. We find the 
fame religion, the fame piety; but we 
hear lefs of Philander and of Narciffa. 
Mrs. Temple died ‘ in her bridal hour’ 
at Nice. He, with the reft of her fa- 
mily, accompanied her to the Continent : 


He flew, he fnatch'd her from the rigid 
North, 
And bore her nearer to the fun. 


The Poet feems to dwell with more me- 


* The Life of Dr. Young is written by Mr. Herbert Croft, jun. a Gentleman of 


the Bar, in a Letter to Dr. ‘Johnfon. 


+ The Irith Peerage, if authentic, in the account of Lord Palmerfton’s family, 


fomewhat confufes this bufinefs; but I take what I have related to be the fact. 


tancholy 
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Jancholy on the deaths of Philander and 
Narciffa, than of his wife. He whoruns 
and reads may remember, that in the 
* Night Thoughts’ Philander and Nar- 
ciffa are often mentioned, and often la- 
mented. To recolieét lamentations over 
the author's wife, the memory muft have 
been charged with diftinét paflages. ‘This 
Lady brought him one child, Frederick, 
now living. 

That domeftic grief is, in the firft in- 
fiance, to be thanked for thefe ornaments 
to our language it is impollible to deny. 
Nor would it be common hardinefs to con- 
tend, that worldly difcontent had no hand 
in thefe joint productions of poetry and 
piety. Yet am I by no means {ure that, 
at any rate, we fhould not have had fome- 
thing of the fame colour from Young's 

neil, notwithftanding the livelinefs of 
his fatires. In fo long a life, caufes for 
difcontent and occafions for grief muft 
have occurred. It is not clear to me that 
his Mufe was not fitting upon the watch 
for the firft which happened. ¢ Night 
Thoughts’ were not uncommon to her, 
even when firft fhe vifited the Poet, and at 
a time when he himfelf was remarkable 
neither for gravity nor gloominefs. In 
his ¢ Laft Day,’ almoft his earlielt poem, 
he calls her the § melancholy Maid,’ 


—whom difmal fcenes delight, 
Frequent at tombs and in the realms of 


Night. 
And in the prayer which concludes the 
fecond book of the fame poem— 


Oh! permit the gloom of folemn night 
To facred thought may forcibly invite. 
Oh! how divine to tread the milky way, 
To the bright palace of Eternal Day! 


Still, is it altogether fair to drefs up 
the Poet for the man, and to bring the 
gloominefs of the * Night Thoughts’ to 
prove the gloominefs of Young, and to 
fhew that his genius, like the genius of 
Swift, was in fome meafure the fullen in- 
fpiration of difcontent ? 

Whether you think with me, I know 
not; but the famous * De mortuis nil 
nifi bonum’ has always ftricken me as 
favouring more of female weaknefs than of 
manly reafon. Cenfure is not heard be- 
neath the tomb any more than praife, 
¢ De mortuis ni] nit veruem’—* De vivis 
nil nifi bonum’—would approach much 
nearer to good fenfe. After all, the few 
handfuls of remaining duft, which once 
compoled the body of the author of the 
* Night Thoughts,” feel not much con- 
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cern whether Young pafles now for a mae 
of forrow, or for a ¢ fellow of infinite 
jt’ To this favour muit come the whule 
family of Yorick. His immortal part, 
wherever that now dwells, is ftill lefs 
folicitous on this head. But to a fon, of 
worth and fenfibility, it is of fome little 
confequence whether contemporaries be- 
lieve, and potterity be taught to believe, 
bis debauched and reprobate life caft a 
Stygian gloom over the evening of his 
father’s days, faved him the trouble of 
feigning a character completely deteftable, 
and fucceeded at laft in bringing his ¢ grey 
hairs with forrow to the grave.’ 

The humanity of the world, little fa- 
tisfied with inventing perhaps a melancholy 
difpofition for the father, proceeds next 
to invent an argument in fupport of their 
invention, and chufes that Lorenzo fhould 
be Young's own fon The Biographia 
pretty roundly afferts this to be the fat ; 
of the abfolute impoffibility of which the 
Biographia itfelf, in particular dates, con- 
tains undeniahie evidence. Readers [ 
know there are of a ftrange turn of mind, 
who vill hereafter peruie the * Night 
Thoughts’ with lefs fatisfa&tion 3 who 
will with they had ftill been deceived; 
who will quarrel with me for difcovering 
that no fuch charaéter as Lorenzo ever 
yet ditgraced human nature, or broke a 
father’s heart. Yet would thefe admirers 
of the fublime and terrible be offended, 
fhould you fet them down for cruel and 
for favage. 

Of this report, inhuman to the fur- 
viving fon, if it be untrue, in proportion 
as the charaéter of Lorenzo is diabolical, 
where are we to, find the proofs ? Perhaps 
it is clear from the performance itfelf, 
From the firft line to the laft of the ¢ Night 
Thoughts,’ no one expreffion can be dif- 
covered which betrays any thing like the 
father. In the fecond * Night’ I find an 
expreffion which betrays fomething elf; 
that Lorenzo was his friend; one, it is 
poffible, of his former companions ; one 
of the Duke of Wharton’s fet. The 
Poet ftyles him ¢ gay Friend’—an appel- 
lation not very natural from a pious in- 
cenfed father to fuch a being as he paints 
Lorenzo, and that being his fon. 

But let ws fee how he has tketched this 
dreadful portrait, from the fight of fome of 
whofe features the artift himtelf muft have 
turned away with horror! A fubject more 
fhocking, if his only child really fat to 
him, than the crucifixion of Michae) An- 
gelo; upon the horrid ftory told of which, 
Young compofed a fhort Poem of four- 

tees, 
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teen lines in the early part of life, which 
he did not think deferved to be repub- 


lifhed. 
In the firft ‘ Night,” the addrefs to the 
Poet's fuppofed fon is, 


Lorenzo, Fortune makes her court to thee. 
In the fifth * Night’ — 


And burns Lorenzo ftill for the fublime 
Of life ? To hang his airy neft on high? 


Is this a pi€ture of the fon of the rector 
of Welwyn?- 


Eighth ‘ Night’— 
In foreign realms (for thou haft travell’d 
far)— 
which even now does not apply to his fon: 
In ‘ Night’ five 
So wept Lerenzo fair Clariffa’s fate, 
Who gave that angel-boy on whom he 
dotes,; 
And died to give him, orphan’d in his 
birth ! 


At the beginning of the fifth ‘ Night’ 


we find— 


Lorenzo ! to recriminate is juft. 
I grant the man is vain who writes for 
praife. 


But, to cut fhort all enquiry, if any 
enc of thefe paffages, if any paflage in the 
poems be applicable, my friend fhall pafs 
for Lorenzo. The fon of the author of 
the ‘ Night Thoughts” was not old enough 
when the § Night Thoughts’ were written, 
to recriminate, or to be a father. The 
‘Night Thoughts’ were begun immedi- 
ately after the. mournful events of 1740, 
The firft ¢ Nights’ appear in the Station- 
ers’ books as the property of Robert 
Dodfley, in 1742. The Preface to Night? 
Seven is dated July the 7th, 1744. The 
marriage, in confequence of which the 
fuppofed Lorenzo was born, happened in 
April 1732. Young's child was not born 
till June 1733. In 1740 this Lorenzo, 
this finifhed infidel, this ¢ father,” to whofe 


education Vice had for fome years put the 
lait hand, was only ¢ feven’ years old. 
An angcdote of this cruel fort, fo open to 
contradiétion, fo impoffible to be true, 
who could propagate? Thus eafily are 
blafted the reputations of the living and of 
the dead. 

Who then was Lorenzo? exclaim the 
readers I have mentioned. If he were 
not his fon, was he not his nephew, 
his coufin ? 

Thefe are queftions which I do not pre- 
tend to anfwer. For the fake of human 
nature, I could wif Lorenzo to have been 
only the creation of the Poet's fancy. That 
this was the café, many expreffions in the 
* Nig Thoughts’ would feem to prove, 
did no. a paflage in * Night’ Eight appear 
to thew that he had fomebody in his eye 
for the ground-work at leaft of the paint- 
ing. Lovelace or Lorenzo may be feign- 
ed chara&ers ; but a writer does not feign 
a name of whici: he only gives the initrad 
letter : 


Tell not Califta. She will laugh theedead, 
Or fend thee to her hermitage with L—. ® 


The Biographia, not fatisfied with 
pointing out the fon of Young, in that 
fon’s life-time, as his father’s Lorenzo, 
travels out of its way into the hiftory of 
the fon, and tells of his having been for- 
bidden his College at Oxford for mif- 
behaviour, and of his long labouring un- 
der the difpleafure of his father. How 
fuch anecdotes, were they true, tend to 
illuftrate the Life of Young, it is not 
eafy to difcover. Ifthe fon of the author 
of the * Night Thoughts’ was indeed for- 
bidden h.s College for a time, at one of 
our Univerfities, the author of ‘ Paradife 
Loft? was difgracefully eje&ted from the 
other, with the additional indignity of 
public corporal correStion +. From juve- 
nile follies who is free? Were Nature to 
indulge the fon of Young with a fecond 
youth, and to leave him at the fame time 
the experience of that which is paft, he 
would probably pafs it differently (who 
would not ?); he would certainly be the 


* Mr. Croft, in this paffage, avows, perhaps, his contempt of the famous maxim 
* De mortuis nil nifi bonum,’ by his own praétice. But ought he to have mentioned 
this anecdote with fuch pofitivenefs, when Dr. Johnfon himfelf {peaks of it * with 
doubt? The Door only ‘ fears it to be true.” The author of Remarks on John- 
fon’s Life of Milton ¢ calls it a filly tale,” and appears to have amply confured it. 

+ In the third Letter of the Centaur not fabulous, is deferibed the death-bed of the 
* gay, young, noble, ingenious, accomplifhed, and moft wretched Aliamont.” | His 
latt words were—‘ My principles have poifoned my friend, my extravagance has beg- 
gared my boy, my unkindnefs has murdered my wife!’ Either Altamont and Lo- 
renzo were the fame, or Young was unlucky enough to know two characters whe 
bore no little refemablance to each otber in perfeétion of wickedas&s, 
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occafion of Jefs uneafinefs to his father 5 
but, from the fame experience, he would 
as certa:nly be treated in a different man- 
ner by his father. Young was a Poet; 
Por's (with reverence be it fpoken) do 
not make the beft parents. Fancy and 
imagination feldom deign to ftoop from 
their heights; always ttoop unwillingly to 
the low leve! of common dutics. Aloof 
from vuigar }fe, they purfue their rapid 
flight beyond the ken of mortals, and de- 
fcend not to earth but when obliged by 
neccflity. The profe of ordinary occur- 
rences 1s beneath the dignity of poetry. 

Yet the fon of Young would almoft 
fooner, I know, pafs for a Lorenzo, than 
fee himtelf vindicated, at the expence of 
his father’s memory, from follies which, 
if it were blameable in a boy to have com- 
mitted them, it 1s furely praife- worthy in 
a man to Jament, and certainly not only 
unneceflary but cruel in a biographer to 
record. 


To the Life of Young by Mr. Croft, 
Dr. Johnfon has added a charaéter of bis 
writings. We leieét what he fays of the 
* Night Thoughts,” the moft popular work 
of this fublime Poet, and that on which 
| he moft valued himfelf. 

To tranflate he never condefcended, 
unlefs his ¢ Paraphrale on Job’ may be 
confidered as a verfion; in which he has 
not, I think, been unfuccefsful: he in- 
deed favoured himéelf, by chufing thofe 


* ¢Ts it to the credit,” fays Mr. Croft, 
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parts which moft eafily admit the ornas 
ments of Englith poetry. 

He had leatt fuccefs in his Lyric at. 
tempts, in which he. feems to have been 
under fome malignant influence: he is 
always labouring to be great, and at laf 
is only turgid. 

In his * Night Thoughts’ he has exhi- 
bited a very wide difplay of original poe- 
trys variegated. with deep reflections and 
ftriking allufions; a wildernefs of thought, 
in which the fertility of fancy {catters 
flowers of every hue and of evety odour. 
This is one of the few poems in which 
blank verfe could not be changed for 
rhyme but with difadvantage. The wild 
diffufion of the fentiments, and the di- 
greffive fallies of imagination, would have 
been compreffed and reftrained by regard 
torhyme. The excellence of this work 
is not exaétnefs, but copioufnefs ; parti- 
cular lines are not to be regarded; the 
power is in the whole, and in the whole 
there is a magnificence like that afcribed 
to Chinefe Plantation, the magnificence 
of vaft extent and endlefs diverfity *. 

His laft poem was the ¢ Refignation ;° 
in which he made, as he was accuftomed, 
an experiment of a new mode of writing, 
and fucceeded better than in his * Ocean 
or his * Merchant.’ It was very faifely 
reprefented as a proof of decaying facul- 
ties. There is Young in every ftanza, 
fuch as he often was in his higheft vigour. 


[Page 410] ‘or to the difcredit of Young, 


as a Poet, that of his ‘ Night Thoughts’ the French are particularly fond ?? Without 
entering into a difcuffion of this queftion, we may fpeak to the fact. *¢ Les Nuits 
d’Young’ had a rapid fale in France; and the eulogy of the French Licenfer foared 
above the ordinary and negative praife of finding nothing in this tranflation * contrary 
to the Catholic Faith.” [See the Univerfal Magazine Soe Auguft 1780.] But the 
French Tranflator deemed it requifite to reduce this ¢ wildernefs of thought” into the 
methodical diftribution of regular plantation. Speaking of his firft tranflation, in which 
he had exaétiy followed the order of his original: ‘J confidered it,’ fays he, ¢ as an 
architect would the materials of a noble edifice, all ready cut and fitted for their re- 
fpective places, but heaped together in confufion, and mingled with rubbith. I have 
endeavoured, therefore, to arrange, in the beft manner poffible, and under one com- 
mon title, all the fragments which could have any relation to each other, fo as to 
form one particular kind of each. The ‘ame reafon has induced me to multiply the 
titles, and of the nine nigh's in the original to form tawventy-four.” Agreeably to 
this idea, he has thrown the various tubjeéts of the Night Thoughts into the foliowing 
order: viz. Nightl. The Miferies of human Nature. II Friendthip. II. Time. 
IV. Nareiffla. V. Againtt the fear of Death. VI. The forgetfulneis of Death. VII. 
The Chara&ter of Death. VIIT Immortality. UX. Natural Proofs of Immortality. 
X. Moral Proofs of Immortality. XI. Annihilation. XI¥. The Advantages of 
Night and So'itude. XIII. Adverfity and Sorrow. XIV. The Grandeur of -ihe 
Soul. XV. The World. XVI. Pleafure and Suicide. XVII. Wit. XVIII. 
Confcience. XIX. Virtue. XX. The Exiftence of God and of angelic Beings. 
XXI. The Pluraliry of Worlds. XXH. Moral View of the Heavens, XXIII. Hymn 
to the Supreme Being. XXIV. The Confolation, , 
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ANECODOT E §, 


Iiluftrative of the Manners and CHARACTERS of the ARABIANS. 


GENEROSITY. 

N arainy day the Caliph Almotafm 

happened, as he was nding, to wan- 
dev from his attendants, While he was 
thus alone, he found an old man, whole 
afs, laden with faggots, had juft ca(t his 
burden, and was mired ina flough. As 
the old man was fanding ina fate of 
perplexity, the Caliph quitied his horfe, 
and went to helping up the afs. ‘In the 
name of my father and my mother, I be- 
feech thee,” fays the cld man, ¢ do not {poil 
thy cloaths.” ‘ That is nothing to thee,’ re- 
plied the Caliph, who, after having helped 
up the afs, rep'aced the faggors, and, 
wafhing his hands, got again upen his 
horfe, the old man in the mean time 
crying out, ‘Oh youth, may God reward 
thee !" Soon after this the Caliph’s com- 
pany overtook him, whom he generoufly 
commanded to prefent the old man with 
a noble Jargefs of geld. 


RESENTMENT. 

THE Grecian Emperors ufed to pay the 
Caliphs a tribute, This the Emperor 
Nicephorus would pay vo longer ; and not 
only that, but requiring the Caliph ina 
haughty manner to refund all he had re- 
ceived, added that, if he refuted, the {word 
fhould decide the controverfy, The Caliph 
had no fooner read the letter, than inflam- 
ed with rage he infcribes upon the back of 
it the following anfwer : 

‘In the name of the moft merciful Ged : 
from Harun, Prince of the Faithful, to 
Nicephorus, Dog of the Romans: I have 
read thy epiftle, Thou fon of an unbeiiev- 
ing mother: to which, what thou fhalt 
bebold, and not what thou thalt dear, 
fhall ferve for an anfwer.” 

He immediately upon the very day de- 
camped ; marched as tar as Heraclina,and, 
filling afl things with rapine and flaughter, 
extorted from Nicephoius the pe: formauce 
of his contra&t. 

—_—_—_—, 
MAGNANIMITY. 

IN the middle of the third century 
after Mahomet, one Jacub, from being 
originally a brazier, had made himfeif 
matter of fone fine provinces, which he 
governed at will, though profefling (like 
the Eaftern Governors of later times) 
a feeming deference to his proper So- 
Vercigi, 


The Caliph, not fatisfied with this ap- 
parent fubmiilion, fent a legate to per- 
fuade him into a more perteé&t obedi- 
ence. Jacub, who was then ill, fent 
for the Legate into his prefence, and 
there fhewed him three things, which 
he had prepared for his infpection; @ 
{word, fome black bearley-btead, and a 
bundle of onions, He then informed 
the Legate, that, fhould he die of his 
prefent diferder, the Caliph in fuch cale 
wou!d find no farther trouble. But, if the 
contrary fhould happen, there could be 
then no arbitrator to decide between thems 
excepting that, pointing to the fword. 
He added, that, if foriune fhould prove 
adverfe, fhould he be conquered by the 
Caliph, and ripped of his poffeffions, he 
was then refolved to return to his ancient 
frugality, pointing to the black- bread and 
the bundle of onions. 


MUNIFICENCE. 

THE celebrated Almamum being once 
at Damaicus, and in great want of money, 
he complained of it to his brother Mat- 
tafem. His brother affured him he fhould 
have money in a few days, and fent im- 
mediately for thirty thoufand pieces of 
gold from the revenues of thofe provinc-s, 
which be governed in the name of his bro- 
ther. When the money arrived, brought 
by the royal beaits of burden, Almamum 
invited Jahia the fon of AStam, one of his 
favourites, to attend him on horleback, 
and view what was brought, ‘They went 
accordingly, and beheld the treafure ar- 
ranged in the fineft order, and the camels 
too, which had bronght it, richly decorated. 
The Prince admired both the quantity 
of the money, and the elegance of the 
fhow ; and, as his Courtieis looked on 
with no lefs admiration, ‘he bid them be 
of good chear.” Then turning about to 
Jala: ‘O! Abu: Mohammed,’ fays he, 
‘we fliculd be fordid indeed, were we to 
depart hence with all this money, as if it 
were {craped up for ourfelves alone, v hilit 
our longing friends leok on to no purpole.” 
Calling therefore immediately fora Notarys 
he commands him to write down for fuch 
a femily fo many thoutands; for fuch a 
family fo many ; and fo on, never ltoppir.g 
till, out of the thirty thoufand pieces, he 
had given away twenty-four thoufand, 
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without fo much as taking his foot out of 
the ftirrup. 
MAGNIFICENCE 

THE fplendor of the Catiph Moétader, 
when he received the Ambaflador of the 
Greck Emperor at Bagdad, feems hardly 
credible. We relate it from one of their 
Hiftorians, precifely as we find it 

The Caliph’s whole army both horfe and 
foot were under arms, which together 
made a body of one hundred and fixty 
thoufand men. His State- officers ftood near 
him in the moit {plendid apparel, their belts 
thining with gold and gems. Near them 
were feven thoufand Eunuchs ; four thou- 
fand white, the remainder of them black. 
The porters or door-keepers were in num- 
ber feven bundied. Barges and boats with 
the moft fuperb decoration were fwimmning 
on the Tigris. Nor was the Palace itfelf 
Jeis fplendid, in which were hung up 
thirty eight thoufand pieces of tapettry ; 
twelve thoufand five hundred of which 
were of filk, embroidered with gold. The 
carpets on the floor were twenty-two 
thoufand. Ao hundred lions were brought 
out, with a keeper to each lion. 

Among the other fpectacles of rare and 
flupendous Juxury, was a tree of gold 
and filver, which opened itfelf into eighteen 
larger branches, upon which, andthe other 
lefs branches, fat birds of every fort, made 
alfo of gold and filver. The tree glit- 
tered with leaves of the fame metals, and, 
while its branches through machinery ap- 
peared to move of themiclves, the feveral 
birds upon them warbled their proper and 
natural notes. 

When the Greek Ambaffador was intro - 
duced to the Caliph, he was led by the 
Vifir through all this magnificence. 

But befides Magnificence of this kind, 
which was at beit but temporary, the 
Caliphs gave inltances of grandeur more 
permanent. Some of them provided pub- 
lic buildings for the reception of tra- 
vellers ; fupplied the roads with wells 
and watering places; meafured out the 
diftances by columns of ftone, and efta- 
blithed pofts and couriers. Others re- 
paired old Temples, or built magnifi- 
cent new ones. ‘The provifion of {now 
(which in hot countries is almoft a ne- 
ceffary) was not forgoiten. Add to this 
. forums, or public places for meichants 
to aflemble; infirmaries; obfervatories, 
with proper initruments, for the ufe of 
Afironomers ; libraries, {chools, and col- 
loges for ttudents; together with focie- 
ties inftituted for Philofophical inquiry, 

In the account of the Efcurial Asabic 
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manufcripts, lately given by the learned 
Cafiri, it appears tat the public libraries 
in Spain, when under the Arabian Princes, 
were no fewer than teventy: a noble help 
this to literature, when copies of books 
were fo rare and expenfive. 

PuNCTILIO. 

A tranfadtion between one of the Caliph 
of Bagdad’s Ambafladors and the Count 
of Conttantinople is related, which well 
illuftrates the then manneis both of the 
Ambaffador and the Court. 

_ As this Court was a remnant of the an- 
cient Imperial one under the Czfars, it 
itil} Tetained (as was natural) after its 
dominions were fo much leflened, an at- 
tachment to that pomp and thofe minute 
ceremonials, which in the zenith of its 
power it had been able toenforce. *Twas 
an affection for this fhadow of grandeur, 
when the fubMance was in a manner gone, 
that induced the Emperor Conftantine Por- 
phyrogenitus to write no leis than a large 
folio book upon its ceremonials. 7 

’Twas in conlequence of the fame 
principles, that the above Ambaffador, 
though coming from the Caliph, was told 
to make a humble obeifance, as he ap- 
proached the Grecian Emperor. This 
the Ambaffador (who had his national 
pride alfo) ab/olutely refufing, it was in- 
genioufly contrived, that he fhould be 
introduced to the Emperor through a doox 
fo very low as might oblige him, how- 
ever unwillingly, to make the obeifance 
required. ‘The Ambaflador, when he ar- 
rived, no fooner faw the door, than he 
comprehended the contrivance, and with 
great readinefs turned about, and entered 
the room backward. 

—_—_—__— 
PATIENCE. 

AS Averroes, the famous Philofopher, 
was leéturing one day in the College 
of Lawyers, a flave, belonging to one 
who was his enemy, came and whif- 
pered him. Averroes turning round, and 
faying, ‘well, weli,’ the company be- 
lieved the flave had brought him a mef- 
fage from his matter. The next day the 
flave returned, implored his pardon, and 
publicly conteffed that, when he whifpered 
him, he had fpoken a flander.. * God for- 
give thee,” replied Averroes ; ‘thou hatt 
publicly thewn me to be a patient man; 
and, as for thy injury, “tis not worthy of 
notice.” Averroes afier this gave him 
money, adding withal this monition: 
* What thou hail done to me do not dote 
another," 
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INTEGRITY. 

THE Caliph, Mottawakkell, had a 
Phyfician belonging to him, who was a 
Chriftian, named Honain. One day, af- 
ter fome other incidental converfation, ‘ I 
would have thee,’ fays the Caliph, ‘ teach 
me a prefcription, by which I may take off 
any enemy I pleafe, and yet at the fame 
time it fhould never be difcovered.” Ho- 
nain, declining to give an anfwer, and 
pleading ignorance, was imprifoned. 

Being brought again, after a year's 
interval, into the Caliph’s prefence, and 
ili perfifting in his ignorance, though 
threatened with death, the Caliph fimiled 
upon him and faid, ‘ Be of good chear, we 
were only willing to try thee, that we 
might have the greater confidence in 
thee.” 

As Honain upon this bowed down and 
kiffed the earth, * What hindered thee,” 
fays the Caliph, ‘from granting our re- 
quelt, when thou fawelt us appear fo ready 
to perform what we had threatened ?” ‘ Two 
things,” replied Honain, * my religion, and 
my profefion: my weligion, which com- 
mands me to do good to my enemies ; my 


profeficn, which was purely inftituted 
for the benefit of mankind.’ *£ Tawo noble 
laws,’ faid the Cal-ph, and immeciately 
prefented him (according to the eaflern 
viage) with rich garments and a fum of 
money. 
FREEDOM of CONVERSATION. 

THE fame Caliph was once fitting upon 
abench with another of -his Phylicians, 
named Battith, who wis dreft in a Tunic 
of rich filk, but which happened on the 
edge to have a {mail rent. Ihe Caliph, 
entering into diicourfe with him, cooti- 
nued playing with this rent, vill he had 
made itreach up to his gidie. In the 
courfe of their converfation, the Caliph 
afked him, ‘ How he could determine, when 
a peifon was fo.mad as to require being 
bound ?*==* We bind him,” ‘eplies Bactith, 
‘ when things proceed to thit extremity, 
that he tears the Tunic of his Phytician up 
to the girdle.” The Caliph fell backwards 
in a fit of laughing, and ordered Ba&tith 
(as he had ordered Honain) a pre‘ent of 
rich garments anda donation in money. | 


Account of the new Mujfical Entertainment of Two Ais called Tue 
AGREEABLE SuRPRIZE ! performed at the Hay-Market Theatre. 


HIS humorous and laughable Piece 

is the produttion of Mr. O Keefe, 
Author of The S0n in Law, Dead Alive, 
&c, The overture, and fongs, except a 
few Irifh tunes, are the compofition of 
Dr. Arnold. 


. The following are the principal chara&ters : 


Sir Felix Friendly, Mr. Wilfon ; Comp- 
ton, Mr. Bannifter ; Eugene, Mr. Wood ; 
Chicane, Mr. Webb; Thomas, Mr. 
Stevens ; John, Mr. Egan: Cudden, 
Mr. Kenny ; Stump, Mr. Painter ; 
Lingo, Mr. Edwin ; Mrs. Chefhire, Mrs. 
Webb; Cowflip, Mrs. Wells; Fringe, 
Mrs, Pouffin; Laura, Mifs Harper. 

Servants, Peafants, &c. &c. 


THE bufinefs of the ¢ Agreeable Sur- 
prize’ opens with the peafants and fervants 
of Sir Felix, finging and dancing to cele- 
brate harveft home and his birth-day. 
Compton, who had formerly been in part- 
nerfhip with Sir Felix, is jutt returned from 
Privateering ; but his ill fuccefs has ren- 
dered him the obje& of Sir Felix’s boun- 
ty: he enquires the caufe of their fettivity, 
and is informed, that it is the comme- 


moration of his natal day, and alfo inten- 
ded to honour Laura’s wedding-day. Laura, 
who is the daughter of Compton, is fup- 
pofed to be an orphan. Eugene istaught to 
believe that he is the fon of Sir Felix, and 
conceives 4 violent paflion for Leura; but, 
fuppofing that his poverty would be a bar 
to their happineli$, propofes an elopement, 
which Laura confents to. M's Chefnive, 
a cheefemonger’s widow from the Borough, 
and an Attorney, arrive at Sir Felix’s 
houfe. Mis. Chethire, at a former inter- 
view, had been captivated with the youth- 
ful and manly appearance of Eugene, 
and had lent him feveral fums of mo- 
ney that the might force him into mar- 
riage. 

The moment Eugene is acquainted that 
Mrs. Chethire is in the houfe, he calls 
Thomas (a fervant) and te!Js him he is 
going to truft him with a fecret of the 
greateft importance ; at the {ime time en- 
joining him not to difclofe it, particularly 
toawoman. Eugene caufets Thomas to 
believe, that Mrs. Chethire is a Ruffian 
Princefs, and that fhe has killed in a duel 
a Knight of the Holy Empire; and that 
fhould fhe be taken, the would certainly 
Jofe her head. This fecret is prefently 
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communicated to Sir Felix’s domeftics; 
znd each, eager to fee the phenomena, 
wait on her with wine, fyllabub, &c. 
Th's fitvation produces a moft whimfical 
equivogue. Lingo, the butler, who had 
formerly been a fchoclmaiter, ime:lards 
his dilcourfe with apephrhegms in coggrel 
and falfe Latin, whicn had a laughable 
eff &. Eugene, refl- Ging on the generous 
trea:ment he had rece'ved from Sir Fetix, 
cannot prevail on himfelf to wét fo dtho- 
nourable a part as to engage in aclandef- 
tine marriage ; and, by a natural and ealy 
circumftance, birnielf and Laura are 
brought to Sir Felix and Compton, where 
they are inforised of their real parents, 
and obtain the confent of all parties for 


Concife History of the Origin and Progrefs of the 


their union. Mrs. Chethire {wears the 
will be revengrd, if it cofts her half the 
cheefe in her thop; but Sir Fel'x ad- 
viles her tomarry the Attorney, which the 
mott readily confents to, and her joining 
in the finale concludes the Piece. 

Though we cannot pronounce this Piece 
equal to the Son-in-Law, yet it pofleffes a 
good deal of the wis comica. Edwin's 
chara&ter was excee finely well drawn, 
and created creat rifibil. ty in the audience, 

The pert mmers did the Author an le 
juttice, Edwia and Wilfon were particu. 
larly happy in their different characters, 
and fung the Inih tunes with great hu- 
mour. 


prefent unhappy 


Disputes betwen GREAT BRITAIN and the AMERICAN 
CoLoniEs, continued from Page 25 of our Magazine for July laf. 


CH A 


Petitions frcm the Inhalitants of New 


P. Lill. 


-York, and from thofe of Queen’s County in 


Long iand, to the Commiffioners— Congre/s retire to Baltifnore — Divisions in 
Pennfylvania—‘urprize at 'T'renton—Lord Cornwallis returns to the Jerfeys 
— General W afhington attacks Colonel Mawhood, near Pr incetown —Lord 
Cornwallis returns fromthe Delaware to Brunfwick—Americans over-ria 


the Jerfeys. 

IN about a month after the taking of 
New-Ycrk, the inhabitants of that city 
and ifland prefented a petition to Lord 
and General Howe, the Commiffioners for 
reftoiing peace to the colonies, figned by 
Daniel Horfemauden, Ol; ver de Lancy, 
and 946 cthers, declaring their allegiance, 
and iheir acknowledgment of the ¢ Conti- 
tutional Supremacy’ of Great Britain over 
the colonies ; and praying, that, in pe r- 
fuance of thy former deci rations iffued by 
the Comm‘ffioners, that city and county 
might he reftoied to his Mjefty’s peace 
ana protcéto 

This peti a to the Commiffioners was 
fillowed by another to th. fame purpote, 
from the inhabitants of Qe en’s coun ty in 
Long-Ifand. It was observed of thefe 
petitions, that the ack Ave lement of the 
Conftitutional Supremacy in one, and of 
the Conftitutional Authority of Great 
Britain in the other, wee very guardedly 
exprefled, all mention of Pailament being 
omit ed, and the great queflion of uncon- 
arional fubmiffion left totally at large. 
It is alfo remark«ble, that theu igh the inha- 
Batints of Y rk- Ifland and Queen" erage 
ty, befides raifing a confiderabie body of 
troops for the Ki ine’s fervsee, had oven 
every other tefimuny o itheir loyalty which 


could be expected, thefe petitions were nat 
attended to, nor were they reitoved to thofe 
rights which they expected in confeque 
of the declarations of the Commiflioners, 
The critical fituation of Phila elphia, 
which a night or two's froft would have 
Jaid open to “the Britith forces, obliged th 
Congrefs, about the clofe of the year, to con 
fult their own fafety by retiring to Bait 
more, in Maryland. In thts state exe 
ternal dange r, the diffenfions which {prurg 
Upamong themfeives were not tels alarm- 
ing tothe Americans. We have former- 
ly thewn that the declaration of indepen- 
dency had met with a ftrong oppolition t 
Phi! delphia, not only fiom thofe 
were called Tories, but from many, who 


in all other matters been among the 


moit forward in oppotieg the claims of 


the Crown and Parlizment. The carsry- 
ing of the queition by a great majonity 
thr: ughout the province was far from lef- 
{ 13 the bitiernefs of thole who oppoled 
it, amongft whom were moft of the Qua- 
kers, a powerful body in that colony ; fo 
that the difcontented in this bufinefs, for- 
getting in the prefent their ancient animoli- 
ty, with all its operating eaules, coalefced 
with the Tories whom they had formerly 
perfecuted as betsayers of their country, 
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thus compofing all together a very formi- 
gable party. ; 

In confequence of this diffenfion, and of 
the il] fuccefs af their arms during the 
greater port of the campaign, which dif- 
pofed many to lock to their fafety, a Mr. 
Galloway, with other leading men, either 
in Penniylvania or the Jerfeys, fome of 
whom had been Members of the Congtefs, 
fled to the Comm:ffioners at New- York, 
to claim the benefit cf the genera! pardon 
which had been offered; expecting, as 
matters then flood, to return fpeedily home 
intiumph. Thefe were, however, much 
jefs dangerous to the Americans, than 
thofe who kept their ground, who were fo 
powerful, that, upon the approach of the 
Britith forces to the Delaware, they pre- 
vented the order for fortifying the city of 
Philadelphia from being carried into exe- 
cution. This alarmms movement in the 


very feat of a&tion obliged General Wath- 
ingion, weak as he was, to detach three 


regiments, effeciually to quell the oppofi- 
tion of that party, and to give efficacy to 
to the meafure of fortifying the city. This 
decifive condué& an{wered al! its purpofes, 
except that of fortifying the city, a defign 
which feems to have been abandoned as 
not practicable at that time. 

As the teafon giew too fevere to keep 
the field, and the frefts were not yet fuf- 
ficiently fet in for the paflage of the De- 
laware, it became neceilary towards the 
middle of December to put our forces un- 
der cover. Whey were according!y thrown 
into great cantonments, forming an 
extenfive chain fron, Brunfwick on the 
Rariton to the Delaware, occupying 
not only the towns, pofts, and villages, 
which came wishin a hberal defcription of 
that line, but thofe alfo on the banks of 
the Delaware for feveral miles, fo that the 
Jatter compgfed a front at the end of the 
live, which looked over to Pennfylvania 

Things were now in fuch a fituaiion, 
that there teemed to be as little probability 
of interrupting the defigns, or endanger- 
ing the fecuritv on tie one fide, as of re- 
newing the {pirit, or retricving the weak- 
nels onthe other. In this flate of affairs, 
a {piriied enterprize, which fhewed more 
brilliancy than real effeét in its firft ap- 
pearance, proved capable in its confe- 
quences of changing ina great meafure the 
whole fortune of the war. Such extra- 
ordinary effeéts do fmall events procuce, 
in that Jat and mott uncertain of human 
decilions. 

Colonel Rall, a brave and experienced 
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Officer, was ftationed with a brigade of 
Heffians, confifting of three battalions, 
with a few Britifh light-horfe, and so 
chafleurs, amounting in the whole to 1500 
men, at Trenion, upon the Delaware, be- 
ing the highelt poft which the royal army 
occupied upon that river. Colonel Donop, 
with another brigade, lay at Bordentown, 
a few miles lower down the river ; and at 
Bu:lington, fill lower and within twenty 
miles of Philagelphia, a third body was 
pelted. The corps at Trenton, as well 
as the others, partly from the knowledge 
they had of the weaknels of the enemy, and 
partly from the contempt in which they 
held them, confidered themfelves in as per- 
fect a ttate of fecurity, as if they had been 
upon garrifon duty in their own country, 
in a time of the profoundelt peace. 

This circumftance cid not efcape the 
vigilance of General Wathington, who ful- 
ly faw the danger to which Philadelphia 
and the whole province would be expofed, 
as foon as the Delaware was covered with 
ice, if the enemy, by retaining pofleifion 
of the oppofite fhore, were at hand to profit 
of that circumftance, whilit he was utterly 
incapable of oppoting them in the field. 

To ward off this danger, he with equal 
boldnefs and ability formed a defign to 
prevent the enemy, by beating up their 
quarters; intending to remedy the defh- 
ciency of force by the manner of applying 
it; by attacking unexpectedly and fepa- 
rately thofe bodies which he could not ven- 
ture to encounter if united. If the defign 
fecceeded only in part, it might, however, 
induce the enemy to contract thew canion- 
ments, and to quit the vicinity of the 
river, when they found it was neta fuf- 
ficient bairier to cover thew quarters fiorm 
injult and danger; thus obtaining that fe- 
curity for Philadelphia, which, at prefent, 
was the principal obj of his st'ention. 

For this purpote, General Wathington 
tock the necefiary meafures for aflembling 
his forces (which confilted mottly of drafts 
from the militia of Pennfylvania and Vir- 
yinia) in three divilions, each of which 
was to arrive at its appoint d ftation on 
the Delaware, as foon after daik, and with 
as little noife, as poflible, on the night of 
Chriftmas-day. Two of thele divifions 
were under the command of the Generals 
Erwing and Cadwallader, the firtt of which 
was to paisihe river at Trenion-ferry, a- 
bout a mile below the town, and the other 
fill lower towards Boiden-town. The 
piinc:pal body was commanded by Mr. 
Watlington in perfon, aflitted by the Ge- 
neiais 
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nerels Sullivan and Green, and confifted 
of about 2500 men, provided with a train 
of zo fmall brafs field- pieces. 

With this body he arrived at M* 
Kenky’s-ferry, about nine miles above 
Trenton, at the time appointed, hoping to 
be able to pafs the divifion and artillery 
over by midnight, and that it would then 
be no difficulty to reach that place long 
before day-light, and effectually to fur- 
prize Ralls brigade. The river was, 
however, fo incumbered with ice, that it 
was with great difficulty the boats could 
make their way through, which, with the 
extreme feverity of the weather, retarded 
their paffage fo much, that it was near 
four o'clock before it was completed. 
They were ftill equally delayed in the 
march by a violent {torm of fnow and hail, 
which rendered the way fo flippery, that it 
was with difficulty they reached the place 
of deftination by eight o’clock. 

The détachment had been formed in 
two divifions immediately upon paffing the 
river, one of which, turning to the right, 
took the lower road to Trenton, whilift 
the other, with General Wafhington, 
proceeded along the upper, or Penning- 
ton-road. Notwithftanding the delays 


they met, and the advanced ftate of day- 
light, the Heffians had no knowledge of 
their approach, until an advanced poft, 


at fome diftance from the town, was at- 
tacked by the upper divifion, the lower, 
about the fame time, driving in the out- 
guards on their fide. The regiment of 
Rall, having been detached to fupport the 
picket which was firft attacked, was 
thrown into diforder by the retreat of that 
party, and obliged to rejoin the main 
body. Colone! Rall now bravely charg- 
ed the enemy, but, being foon mortally 
wounded, the troops were thrown into dif- 
order after a fhort engagement, and driven 
from their artillery, which confifted only 
of fix battalion brafs field-pieces. Thus 
overpowered, and nearly furrounded, after 
an ineffeétual attempt to retreat to Prince- 
town, the three regiments of Rall, Loff- 
berg, and Knyphauién, found themfeives 
uncer the neceffity of furrendering pri- 
foners of war. 

As the road along the river-fide to Bor- 
dentown led from that part of Trenton 
moft remote from the enemy, the light 
horfe, chaffeurs, a confiderable number of 
the private men, with fome few Officers, 
made their efcape that way. It is alfo 
faid, that a number of the Heffians who 
had been out marauding in the country, 
that morning, found the dame refuge, 
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whilft their crime was covered under the 
common misfortune. 

The jofs of the Heffians in killed and 
wounded did not exceed 40 at the mof; 
and the whole number of prifoners a- 
mounted to 918. Thus was one part of 
Wathington’s projeé&t crowned with fuc- 
cefs ; but the two others failed in the exe- 
cution, the quantity of ice being fo great, 
that the divifions under Erwing and Cad- 
wallader, found the river, where they di- 
rected their attempts, impaffible. If this 
had not been the cafe, and that the firf, 
in purfuance of his inftruétions, had been 
able to have poffefled the bridge over 
Trenton-creck, not one of thofe who 
made their way to Bordentown could have 
efcaped. But if the déetign had taken ef- 
feét in all its parts, and the three divifions 
had joined after the affair at Trenton, it 
feems probable that they would have {wept 
all the polts on the river before them. 

As things were, General Wathington 
could not proceed any further in the pro- 
fecution of his defign. The force he had 
with him was far from being able even to 
maintain its ground at Trenton, there 
being a {trong body ef light infantry with- 
in a few miies at Princetown, which by 
the junétion of Donop’s brigade, or other 
bodies from the neareft cantonments, 
would have foon overwhelmed his |ittle 
army. He accordingly repaffed the De- 
laware the fame evening, carrying with 
him the prifoners, who, with their artil- 
lery and colours, afforded a day of joyful 
triumph at Philadelphia. 

This {mall fucceis wonderfully raifed 
the fpirits of the Americans. It is an odd, 
but a general difpofition in mankind, to 
be much more afraid of thofe whom they 
do not know, than of thofe with whom 
they are acquainted. Difference of diels, 
of arms, ot compiexion, beard, colour of 
the hair or eyes, with the general a rand 
countenance, hove at different times had 
furprifing effects upon brave and expe- 
rienced armies. The Heffians had hither- 
to been very terrible to the Americans ; 
and the taking of a whole brigade of 
them prifoners feemed fo incredible, that, 
at the very time they were marching into 
Philadelphia, people were contending in 
different parts of the town, that the whole 
{tory wasa fition. The charm was now, 
however, diflolved, and the Heffians were 
no longer terrible. In the mean time Ge- 
neral Wafhington was re-inforced by fe- 
veral regiments from Virginia and Mary 
Jand, as weil as with feveral new bodies 
of the Pennfylvania militia, who, with 
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thofe of that province already under his 

command, were much diftinguithed in 

the hard fervice of the enfuing winter cam- 
aign. ; ; 

The furprife at Trenton did not excire 
Jefs amazement in the Britifh and auxtlia- 
ry quarters, than it did joy in thofe of the 
Ameticans. Blame was leofely fcattered 
every-where. That three old eftablifhed 
regiments, of a prople who make war their 

ofefion, fhou!d lay down their arms 'o 
an undifciplined militia, and that with 
farcely any lofs on either fide, feemed an 
event of fo extraordinary a nature, that it 
gave full {cope to the operation of fu‘picion 
and cenfure. 

The General was blamed for laying fo 
extenfive a chain of cantonments; Rall 
was condemned for marching out of the 
town to meet the enemy; and the cha- 
raGter of the Heffians, in general, did not 
rife in the opinion of their Allies. 

As to the firft, the General had fore- 
feen the objeétion, but he depended upon 
the weaknefs of the enemy, the good dif- 
pofition of the inhabitants, the contider- 
able force which was {tationed in the ad- 
vanced pofts, and was befides influenced 
by a defire to cover and protect the coun- 
tyof Monmouth, where a great number 
of the people were well affefted to the 
royal caufe. It may be added, that per- 
haps no line of potts can be contrived fo 
compact and fecure, as not to admit the 
poflibility of an impreffion in fome one 
part, by a force much inferior to the ag- 
gregate power of the defenfive. 

With refpeé&t to Colonel Rall, if the 
charge againft him were well founded, his 
mifconduct fprung from an error, which 
was generally prevalent among the Officers 
and men both of the Britifh and Heffian 
forces. The faét is, that from the tnc- 
eflesof the preceding campaign, and the 
vat fuperiority which they perceived in 
themfelves in every action, they had held 
the Americans in too great contempt both 
as men and as foidiers. 

The alarm, now fpread, induced our 
troops immediately to aflemble, and Ge- 
peral Grant, with the forces at B: unfwick 
and that quarter, to advance {peedily to 
Princetown : whilft Lord Cornwallis, who 
had gone to New-York in his way to 
England, found it neceffary to defer his 
voyage, and return poft to the defence of 
the Jerfeys. They were not now without 
an enemy toencouuter, for General Wath- 
ington, encouraged by the re-inforcements 


he had received, had again palied the De- 
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Jaware, and was-with his whole force at 
Trenton. 

On the ad of January, 1777, Lord 
Cornwallis marched immediately to at- 
tack the enemy, whom he found in a frong 
potition, formed at the back of Trenton 
cieek, being in poffeffion of the bridge and 
other paflages, which were well covered 
with artillery. After feveral fkirmithes in 
the approach, a cannonade enfued on both 
fides, which continved until night. A 
brigade of the Britith troops lay that night 
at Maidenhead, fix miles from Trenton, 
and another upon its march from Brunt} 
wick, under the command of Lieutenant- 
colonel Mawhood, was at Princetown, 
abuut the fame diflance beyond Maiden- 
head. 

In this fituation, General Wafhington, 
who was far from intending to riiquea 
battle, having token the neceffary precau- 
tion of keeping up the fires, and every o- 
ther appearance of itill occupying his camp, 
and leaving {mall parties to go the rounds, 
and guard the bridge and the fords, with- 
drew the reft of his forces inthe dead of 
night. They marched with fuch expedi- 
tion towards Piincetown, that though they 
took a large circuit by Allentown, partly 
to get clear of the Trenton, or Afflum- 
pink-creek, and partly to avoid the bri- 
gade which lay at Maidenhead, their van 
fell in at funrife the next morning with 
Colonel Mawhood, who had juft begua 
his march, That Officer not having the 
fmalleft idea of their force, the fogginefs 
of the morning or circumttances of the 
ground preventing him from feeing its 
extent, coniidered it only as the attempt 
of fome flying party to interrupt his march, 
and having ealily difperfed thofe by whom 
he was firft attacked, puthed forwards 
without further apprehenfion. But in a 
little time he not only found that the 17th 
resiment which he led was attacked on 
all fides by a fuperior force, but that it 
wes alfo feparated and cut off from the 
reit of the brigade, whilft he difcovered, 
by the continued diftant firing, that the 
gsth, which immediately followed, was 
not in better circumflances. 

In this trying fituation, the brave Com- 
mander, and his brave regiment, gained 
immortal honour. After the greatelt exer- 
tions of courage and difcipline, they at 
Iength, by dint of bayonet, forced their 
way through the thickelt ranks of the 
enemy, ana purfued their march to Maiden- 
head undifturbed. The gsth regiment 
was little leis prefled, and finding it im- 
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poffible to continue its march, with great 
refolution made good its retreat, and re- 
turned by the way of Hiilfborough to 
Brunfwick. The goth regiment, which 
was ftiil] at Princetown when the attion 
began, fuffered lefs than the others, and 
retired by another road to the fame place. 

Though the number killed, confider- 
ing the nature of the engagements, was 
not fo confiderable as might have been ex- 
pected ; yet, upon the whole, the three 
regiments fuffered feverely; their lofs in 
prifoners amounting to about 2003 the 
killed and wounded were much fewer. 
The Americans had many more killed, 
among whom were fome brave Officers, 
particularly General Mercer, who was 
much Jamented. 

This ative and unexpeéted movement 
immediately recalled Lord Cornwallis from 
the Delaware, who was, not without rea- 
fon, alarmed for the fafety of the troops 
and magazines at Brunfwick. The A- 
mericans, ftil] avoiding a general aftion, 
and fatisfed with their prefent advantages, 
croffed the Millitone river, without any 
further attempt. In a few days, how- 
ever, they overran Ealt-Jerfey as well as 
the Weit, {preading themifelves over the 
Rariton, even into Effex country, where, 
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by feizing Newark, Elifabeth-town, and 
Woodbridge, they became matters of the 
coat oppotite to Sraten-Ifland. Their 
principal pots were taken and ftrengthened 
with fo much judgment, that it was not 
practicable to diflodee them. The royal 
army retained only the two pofts of Brun- 
{wick and Amboy, the one fituated a few 
miles up the Rariton, the other on a point 
of Jand at its mouth, and both holding 
an open communication with New York 
by fea. 

Thus by a few well concerted and {pi- 
rited actions was Philadelphia faved, Penn- 
fylvania freed from danger, the Jerfeys 
nearly recovered, and a victorious and far 
fuperior army reduced to act upon the de- 
fenfive, and for feveral months retrained 
within very nartow limits. Thefe ations, 
and the fudden. recovery from the Joweit 
ftate of weaknefs to become a formidable 
enemy in the field, raifed the character of 
General Wafhington, as a Commander, 
very high both in Europe and America; 
and, with his preceding and fubfequent 
conduét, ferve all together to give a tanc- 
tion to that appe'Jation, which is now 
pretty generally applied to him, of the A- 
merican Fabius. 


[ End of Chap. LIII. j 


An cofy REMEDY fora CONSUMPTION. 


F mankind did but pay a proper at- 

tention to the fimple remedies Nature 
has fo bounteoully furnifhed us with, I 
believe we fhould feldom have occafion for 
the Phyfician’s aid. I am led into this 
remark by my own cafe, which I with to 
fee made public, hoping that it may be of 
ué to others in a fimilar fituation. My 
cafe is fimply this : in January lat I caugh 
acold, which, in a fhort time, was fuc- 
ceeded by all the fymptoms that charac- 
terize a galloping confumption ; in this fate 
I applied, at different times, to two Phy- 
ficians eminent for their {kill in pectoral 
complaints, and thefe Gentlemen preferib- 
ed feveral medicines, fome of which feem- 
ed to be of ufe; but, upon the whola, my 
diforder gained ground, and feemed to 
elude the power of the healing art, I was 
jut upon the point of fetting out for Brif 
wl, when a poor woman in the neighbour- 


hood, who came now and then to my 
houfe, offered to cure me. Eager to 
embrace any thing that offered relief, I 
confented to give her medicine a trial. 
She brought it to me herfelf every day, 
and before I had taken it a week, I found 
myfelfa new man. In three weeks my 
{weats had quite left me; I had recovered 
my appetite, and could ride or walk fe 
veral miles in a day 3 and laft week I left 
it intirely off, aftertaking it about feven 
weeks, being now better than I have been 
for years palt. The medicine which prov- 
ed thus miraculoufly fuccefsful, was no 
more than two Ounces of the exprefied 
Juice of Horehound, mixed with a Pint 
of Cows Miik, and {weetened with Ho- 
ney.” 
Portland-fireet, 
July 23,1781 
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Memoirs of the LIFE of Adr. Gray; with a Reprefentation 
of the Monument of that celebrated Poet. 


AME, which is not always the re- 

ward of accumulated efforts, is fome- 
times {natched by the carelefs hand of In- 
dolence. One happy emanation of ge- 
nius may give celebrity to the Poet, whole 
whole Werks, when collected, would not 
fill the moft modegate duodecimo. This 
obfervatiorn. is true with refpeét to the Au- 
thor of ‘ The Traveller,” and -* The De- 
ferted Village,” and it is equally applicable 
to the celebrated Writer of the ‘ Elegy in 
a Country Church-Yard.* If the reputa- 
tion, which he acquired, is the triumph of 
fuperior excellence, it muft yet be canfef- 
fed, that excellence has been very moderate 
inexertion, ‘This fingle elegy, anda few 
odes, are all that have given Gray a diftin- 
guifhed name among the Englith Poets, 
and amonument with the Heroes and Sages 
in Weftminfter- abbey. 

Thomas Gray, the fon of Mir. Philip 
Gray, a reputable money-fcrivener in Lon- 
don, was born in Cornhill, on the 26th 
of December, 1726. He was educated at 
Eton-{chool, under the care of Mr. An- 
trobus, his uncle; and, in 1734, was 
admitted a_penfioner at Peter-houfe in 
Cambridge. While at {chool, he had cons 
trated a friendihip with Mr. Horace 
Walpole and Mr. Richard Wet ; the for- 
mer, a Gentleman equally diftinguifhed in 
the literary and fafhionable world ; the 
latter, the fon of a Lord-chancellor of 
Ireland, and an excellent claffical {cholar. 

In 1738, Mr.Gray removed to Lon- 
don, intending to enter himéelf as a Stu- 
dent in the Temple. But, Mr. Wal- 
pole having given him an invitaticn to 
be his companion in his travels, that 
intention was laidafide. The two friends 
urfued their travels through France 
into Italy ; but, notwithftanding their li- 
terary taites were the fame, an unfortunate 
mifunderttanding at length arofe from dif- 
ference of temper. ‘ Gray,’ fays Mr. 
Maton, ‘ from his earliett years, was cu- 
rious, penfive, and philofophical; the o- 
ther gay, lively, and, confequently, in- 
confiderate.’ Tvhey feparated at Reggio. 
Mr. Gray procevded to Venice ; and, af 
ter a fhort flay there, made the beit of his 
way home, repaffing the Alps, and fol- 
lowing almoit the {ame route thro’ France, 
by which he had befure gone to Italy. 


A generous Reader, perhaps, will not be 
di{nofed to enquire which was to blame in a 
Cifpute, the attending cirumftances of which 
cannot now be ealily known 3. but he mult 
be charmed with the fubfequent conduét of 
Mr. Walpole, who had the ,magnanimity 
to enjoin Mr. Mafon to charge him with 
the chief blame in their quarrel, confef= 
fing ‘that move attention, complaifance, 
and deference to a warm friendthip, and fu- 
perior judgment and prudence, might have 
prevented a rupture that gave much uneae 
finefs to both, and a lafting concern to the 
fuivivor*.’ After this noble avowal, is 
it hberal toinfnuate, that Mr. Gray mult 
have been in the wrong, and, which is 
the fame thing, that the candour of Mr. 
Walpole was affected and infincere? Yet 
Dr. Johnfon fays, ‘ Unequal friendthips 
are eafily diffllved; Mr. Walpole is now 
content to have it told that it was by his 
fault. If we look, however, without pre- 
judice on the world, we fhall find that 
men, whofe confcicufnefs of their own 
merit fets them above the compliances of 
fervility, are apt enough, in their affocia~ 
tion with fuperiors, to watch their owa 
dignity with troublefome and pun&tilicus 
jealoufy, and, in the fervour of indepen- 
dence, to exact that attention which they 
refufe to pay ft.’ All this may be very 
true; and the cbfervation was once, per- 
haps, within the experience of a Chetter- 
field: but the fentiments of M. d’Alem- 
bert deferve equal attention Among 
men of exalted rank and ftation,” fays he, 
‘there are but few, who, in their come 
merce with men of letters, divett them- 
felves of thew greatnels, whether real or 
pretended, fo as entirely to forgetit. This 
is particularly apparent in thofe conveifa- 
tions in which there is a cantrariety of opi- 
nion. It then appears, that, in propor- 
tion as the man of wit perceives himielf 
eclipfed, he re-affumes the ‘man of quality, 
and exacts that deference, with which, a8 
the manof wit, he had been at firit willing 
to dilpenfe. In courfe, the intimacy of 
the great with men of letters cannot be 
expected to be permanent; and, when a 
rupture enlues, it molt commor ly arcs 
from an inattention in ove fi'e or the 
other, and perhaps tn both, to thole rect- 
procal regards which ought never to be 
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forgotten*.” After all, whatever weight 
there may be in fuch general reflections, 
the Reader will be better pleafed to be in- 
formed, that, in the year 1744, arecon- 
ciliation was happily effeéted by a Lady 
who wifhed well to both parties. 

The letters of Mr. Gray contain a very 
pleafing account of many parts of his jour- 
ney. Two of them, which defcribe the 
approaches to the Grande Chartreufe, we 
cannot but infert, as they befpeak the pen- 
five Philofopher, and evince how much 
his melancholy Mufe was affeSted by the 
romantic fcenery which furrounds that 
Monaitery. He, whom the common 
themes of mortality could fo infpire, ina 
feene which prefented only the familiar 
images of rural life, might have here writ- 
ten an elegy more magnificently and more 
awfully plaintive. And indeed, in the 
fecond vifit, which he paid to this place, 
he produced an Ode of twenty lines, re- 
plete with the moft noble imagery and 
pathetic fentiment. 

The firft letter was to his mother, and 
is dated Lyons, O&. 13, 1739. ‘Itisa 
fortnight,’ fays he, ‘ fince we fet out from 
hence upon a little excurfion to Geneva. 
We took the longeft road, which lies 
through Savoy, on purpofe to fee a fa- 
mous Monaftery, called the Grande Char- 
treule, and had no reafon to think our 
time loft. After having travelled feven 
days very flow (for we did not change 
horfes, it being impoffible for a chaife to 
go pot in thefe roads) we arrived at a little 
village, among the mountains of Savoy, 
called Echelles ; from thence we proceeded 
on horfes, who are ufed tothe way, tothe 
mountain of the Chartreufe. It is fix 
miles to the top; the road runs winding 
up it, commonly not fix feet broad 3 on 
one hand is the rock, with woods of pine- 
trees hanging over head ; on the other, a 
monftrous precipice, almoft perpendicular, 
at the bottom of which rolls a torrent, 
that fometimes tumbling among the frag- 
ments of ftone that have fallen from on 
high, and fometimes precipitating itfelf 
cown vatt defcents with a noife like thun- 
der, which is ftill made greater by the echo 
from the mountains on each fide, concurs 
to form one of the moft folemn, the mot 
romantic, and the molt aftonifhing fcenes 
I ever beheld: add to this the ftkrange 
views made by the crags and cliffs on the 
other hand; the ca‘cades that in many 
places throw themfelves from the very fum- 
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mit down into the vale, and the river be 
low ; and many other particulars impof 
fible to deferibe ; you will conclude we 
had no occafion to repent our pains. This 
place St. Bruno chofe to retire to, and 
upon its very top founded the aforefaid 
Convent, which is the fuperior of the 
whole order, When we came there, the 
two fathers, who are commiffioned to en- 
tertain ftrangers (for the reft muft neither 
fpeak one to another, nor to any one elf) 
received us very kindly 5. and fet before us 
a repaft of diied fith, eggs, butter, and 
fruits, all excellent in their kind, and ex- 
tremely neat. They preffed us to {pend 
the night there, and to ftay fome days 
with them; but this we could not do, fo 
they led us about their houfe, which is, 
you muft think, like a little city ; for 
there are 100 fathers, befides 300 fervants, 
that make their clothes, grind their corn, 
prefs their wine, and do every thing among 
themfelves: the whole is quite orderly 
and fimple; nothing of finery, but the 
wonderful decency, and the ftrange fitua- 
tion, more than fupply the place of it. In 
the evening we defcended by the fame 
way, pafling through many clouds that 
were then forming themfelves on the moun- 
tain’s fide. Next day we continued our 
journey by Chamberry, which, though 
the chief city of the Duchy, and refideuce 
of the King of Sardinia, when he comes 
into this part of his dominions, makes 
but a very mean and infignificant appea- 
rance ; we lay at Aix, once famous for its 
hot baths, and the next night at Annecy ; 
the day after, by noon, we got to Geneva. 
I have not time to fay any thing about it, 
nor of our folitary journey back again.’ *** 

The fecond letter is to his friend Mr. 
Welt, dated from Turin, the 16th of 
November following : ‘ I have not, as yet,” 
fays he, * any where met with thole grand 
and fimple works of Art, that are to amaze 
one, and whole fight one is to be the bet- 
ter for: but thofe of Nature have aftonith- 
ed me beyond expreffion. In our little 
journey up to the Grande Chartreufe, I do 
not remember to have gone ten pacts 
without an exclamation, that there was 
no reltraining : not a precipice, not a tor- 
rent, nota cliff, but is pregnant with re- 
ligion and poetry. There are certain 
fcenes that would awe an Arheitt into belief, 
without the help of other argument. One 
need not have a very fantaftic imagination 
to fee fpirits there at noon-day: you have 
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Death perpetually before your eyes, only 
fo far removed, as tq compofe the mind 
without frighting it. Iam well perfuaded 
St. Bruno was a man of no common ge- 
nius to chufefuch a fituation for his re- 
tirement ; and perhaps fhould have been a 
difcipie of his, had I been born in his time. 
You may believe Abelard and Heloifa 
were not forgot upon this occafion : if 
Ido not miftake, I faw you teo every 
gow and then at a diftance among the 
trees. You fvemed to call tome from 
the other fide of the precipice, but the 
noife of the river below was fo great, that 
I really could not diftinguifh what you 
faid ; it feemed to have a cadence like verle. 
In your next you will be fo good to let me 
know what it was. The week we have 
{ince pafled among the Alps has not equal- 
led the fingle day upon that mountain, 
becaufe the winter was rather too far ad- 
vanced, and the weather a little foggy. 
However, it did not want its beauties ; the 
favage rudenefs of the view is inconceiva- 
ble without feeing it: I reckoned, in one 
day, thirteen cafcades, the leat of which 
was, I dare fay, one hundred feet in 
height. I had Livy in the chaife with me, 
andbeheld his * Nives ccelo prop? immiltz, 
teéta informia impofita rupibus, pecora 
jumentaque torrida frigore, homines in- 
toni & inculti, animalia inanimaque 


omnia rigentia gelu ; omnia confragofa, 


preruptaque*.” The creatures that in- 
habit them are, in all refpeéts below hu- 
manity ; and mott of them, efpecially wo- 
men, have the tumidum guttur, which 
they cali gofcia +. Mount Cenis, I con- 
fels, carries the permiffion mountains have 
of being frightful rather too far; and its 
horrors were accompanied with too much 
danger to give one time to refleét upon 
their beauties. There is a family of the 
Alpine monfters J have mentioned, upon 
its very top, that in the middle of winter 
calmly lay in their ftock of provifions and 
firing, and fo are buried in their hut for a 
month or two under the fnow. When we 
were down it, and got a little way into 
Piedmont, we began to find * Apricots 
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quofdam colles, rivofque prope fylvas. et 
jam numano cultu digniora locat." We 
fer out for Genoa in two days time.’ 

Mr. Gray returned to England in Sep- 
tember, 1741, and, in November fol- 
lowing, was deprived of his father. This 
Gentleman, who, in many refpeés, was 
of an unhappy temper, had confiderably 
diminithed bis fortune, by building a 
country-houfe at Wanitead Gray, theres 
fore, found his patrimony too finall to en- 
able him to profecute the ftudy of the Law, 
without being burthenfome to his mother 
and aunt. hele two ifters, who had 
for manv yea's carried on a trade fee 
parate from Mrs. Gray's hufband §, ha- 
ving acquired a competent {upport for the 
remainder of their lives, left off bufinefS 
foon after his death, and retired to Stoke, 
near Windfor, Wifhing that Mr. Gray 
would follow the profeffion for which he 
was originally intended, they would have 
undoubtedly have contributed to enable 
him to do it with eafe and converiency, 
But his refolution was decided. He was 
too delicate, however, to countera& their 
withes openly, and, therefore, pretending 
only to change the line of his ftudies, he 
retired to Cambridge the latter part of the 
fubfequent year, in order to take his Bache= 
lor’s degree in Civil Law. Here, notwith- 
ftanding a very early diflike to the place, 
he continued for the remainder of his life, 
except a few vifits and tours during the 
fummer vocations, and a fhort refidence at 
London, between the years 1759 and 
1762. 

Inthe year 1742, he loft his excellent 
friend, Mr. Weit. His * Ode to Spring” 
feems to have been written with a kind of 
prefentiment, wisich a Reader of tate will 
feel, when he learns that it was fent to Mr. 
Welt, as foon as written; but he was 
dead before it could reach him |]. Little 
did the amiable youth think that he was fo 
near his diffslution. Gray had written to 
him, £I converfe, as ufual, with none 
but the dead : they are my old friends, and 
almoft make me long to be with them.”— 
‘ Why,’ writes, ia return, the unapprehen- 


*Snows almoft immerfed in the fkies, mifhapen houfes built on rocks, herds and 
flocks ftarved with cold, men unfhaven and unpolifhed, all things animate and inani- 
mate ftiffened with froft, every thing rude, broken, and craggy. 

+ See an account of the Goieters of the Vallais in the Supplement to our 67th Volume. 

t Sunny hills, ftreams, and woods interfperfed, and places more worthy of human 


culture, 


§ They kept a kind of India warehouf in Cornhill, under the joint names of Gray 


and Antrobus. 


| He died the rft of June, 1742, aged 26, of a confumption. 
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five youth,’ why are you thus melancholy ? 
¢ Vive paulifper cum vivis *.” 

Of this young Gentleman Dr. Johnfon 
fays, that * he well deferved the etteem of 
Gray, by the powers which he fhews in 
his Letters, and in his Ode to May, which 
Mr. Mafon has preferved, as well as by 
the fincerity with which, when Gray fent 
him part of Agrippina, a tragedy that he 
had juft begun, he gave an opinion which 
probably intercepted the progrefs of the 
work, and which the judgment of every 
Reader will cor firm.’ 

In the fame year that produced the ‘ Ode 
to Spring,’ he wrote alfo his ‘ Profpect of 
Eton,’ and his * Ode to Adverfity.”. He 
likewife began a Latin pcem ‘De Prin- 
cipiis cogitandi * Mr Mafon is inclined 
to believe, that the ‘ Elegy in a Country 
Church Yard’ was- alfo written, if not 
concluded, atthis time. It was not pub- 
lithed, however, till 1750, when it ap- 
pears to have been extorted from him by 
a prior appearance ina Magazine. This 
was the moft popular of all his produc- 
tions. Itran through eleven editions in a 
very fhort {pace of time, and was finely 
tranilated into Latin by Meffrs. Antty and 
Roberts. 


In 1747, he wrote an Ode on the Death 
of Mr. Walpole’s Cat 5 and the next year 
attempted a Poem on-* Government and 
Education,’ the fragments of which con- 
tain many excellent lines. About this 
time, Mr. Maton, being eleé&ted Fellow of 
Pembroke hall, brought him a friend, 
who was afterwards to be his editor, and 
‘whofe fondnefs and fidelity,” fays Dr. 
Johnfon, * has kindled in him a zeal of 
admiration, which cannot reafenably be 
expected from the neutrality of a f{tranger 
and the coldnefs of a Critic.’ 

For a confiderrble time paft he had laid 
afide compofition almoft intirely, and ap- 
plied himfeif intenfely to the ftudy of the 
beft Greek Authors; infomuch that, in 
about fix years, there were hardly any 
Writers of note in that language, which 
he had not only read but digefted. 

In 3753, feveral of his Pieces were pub- 
lithed, enriched with defigns, fomewhat 
grotefque, but not inelegant, by Mr. 
Bentley ; and this year he loft his mother, 
to whom on every occafion he had behaved 
with all the affe€tionate attentions of filial 
piety. 

{ To be concluded in our next. ] 


* Live a little longer with the living. 


On Uniformity of Opinion, as it refpec?s the Happinefs of Society. 


[rom Loofe Hints upon Education, by Lord Kames.] 


S the abfurdity of expefing uni- 

formity in point of religion ftands 
now manifeit to all the world, I fhall alk 
this fimple quefiion, What comfort would 
fociety afford, and converfation one of its 
chief fupports, without variety in humour 
and fenument? Language would be ufe- 
Jefs, and no uniting tie would remain but 
of many hands to procure the neceffities of 
animal life. Man would degenerate into 
a brute—an illuftrious effe€t, worthy to 
be enforced by fire and fword! Is this to 
copy Nature, which diverfifies our minds 
as much as our faces? What then fhall 
be thought of thofe who in company are 
sude to every one who differs from them? 
I cannot illuftrate this topic more agree- 
abiy than by a fable from a French au- 
thor, which f venture to put into the Eng- 
ith drefs: ¢ Four friencs there were, 
linked into clofe union. If they differed, 
it might be in fentiment, but never in af- 
feétion. One was for the fair beauty, the 
other for the brown; one dealt in profe, 
another relifhed verfe, Frequent were 


their debates, but all tending to enliven 
converfation. One day, a favourite topic 
was brought upon the carpet. They took 
fides, grew keen, their blood was up, no- 
thing but noife inftead of reafon. They 
parted in bad humour, {carce fenfible of 
friendfhip to one another. Afier having 
time to cool, Gentlemen, fays one of them, 
how happy for friends to be always of ore 
mind: let us humbly pray the gods for 
that bleffing. No fooner faid than done. 
They marched ina body to the Temple 
of Apollo, and prefented their fupplica- 
tion. The god, inclining his ear, granted 
their requeft ; and, in the twinkling of an 
eye, they were perfeétly unifon. One 
made an obfervation ; all concurred. One 
declared his epinion ; the reft gave a nod. 
Good, faid they! Farewel «iiputes, we 
with them a good journey. But behold! 
the charm of fociety has journeyed with 
them. No more amuling convei (ations, 00 
beautiful reflections, no fhining thoughts, 
ftruck out by oppofition, that enlighten the 
mind and chear the heart—Aye is now 
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the only word. Friendfhip fabfided, in- 
difference took its place, and irkfome be- 
came the hours that formerly glided {weet- 
ly along. Entire concord diffolved the 
union. Let men forbear mending the 
works of Nature: we are well enough as 
we are. Give all men the fame turn of 
mind, and you take away the very {ait of 
fociety. Uniformity brought forth : to her 
infant fhe gave the name of Di/gu/t.’ 
Speculations like the prefent have a ten- 
dency to banifh every fort of bigotry in 
opinion, There are indeed certain opi- 
nions that ought to be univerial, becaufe 
they are grafted on our nature. I would 
periecute every opinion coniradiétory to 
the following propofitions, that there is 
a Deity to whom we owe gratitude and 
woithip ; and that there is a mght and a 
wrong in actions, which ought to regulate 
the conduét of every human being. But 


I would perfecute the opinions only, not 
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the perfons who hold them: they are the 
objects of pity, not of perfecution. It is 
not in the power of man to eradicate his 
opinions, more than his feelings or his ap- 
petites. How abfurd then is it to punith 
a man for what he cannot help? There is 
not in f{cience a principle more evident than 
that now mentioned, which every man mutt 
aflent to when fairly fated. Yet fuch is 
the influence of paffion and prejudice, as 
to have rendered that principle invifible for 
many ages. 

And, to go no farther back than the 
beginning of the prefent century, Mr. 
Locke, even by Frotettants, was held 
grofsly heterodox for maintaining tolera~ 
tion. Iam however hopeful, that within 
the next century it will be thought ftrange, 
that perfecution fhould have prevailed a- 
mong focial beings. It will perhaps even 
be doubted, whether it ever was ferioufly 
put in practice. 


Th HISTORY or ENGLAND, continued from Page 80 
of our laf. 


On the 29th of December, war was 
declared at Paris againft Spain. The de- 
claration was accompanied with a long 
manifeito, fhewing the caufes of the rup- 
ture between France and Spain, and con- 
cluding with the following paragraph, in 
relation to Cardinal Alberoni’s plot : ‘ We 
now fee with horror what it was that made 
the Minifter of Spain inacceflible to all pro- 
jects of peace. He would thereby have 
feen all the odious plots which he formed 
againit us prove abortive: he would have 
Jott all hopes of | ying this kingdom deto- 
Jate, of railing up France againtt France, 
of having the management of rebels a- 
mong all the orders of Staite, of kindling 
a civil war inthe bofem of our provinces, 
and, in fine, of becoming to us the feourge 
of Heaven, by putting in execution thole 
feditious projects, and ‘ fpringing that 
mine which was (according to the words 
of the Ambaffador’s letter) to ferve asa 
prelude to the conflagration.” What a re- 
compence is this to France for the trea- 
fures and blood of which fhe has been fo 
profufe for the fake of Spain !” 

To fupport the reafons alledged in the 
manifefto, armaments were prepared in 
France and England. The beginning of 
January, an army of thirty-fix thoufand 
men were on the march towards Spain. 
Ships of war were fitted out for feveral ex- 
peditions. The barrennefs of the coun- 
try where the war was to be carried oc- 
cafoned great exvences, efpecially for pro- 
Vilions, The Duke of O:leans was at 
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fome lofs for a General : Marthal Villars, 
to whom he offered the command, refufed 
it, affirming he would never draw his 
{word againit the Houfe of Bourbon ; but 
the Duke of Berwick, not being fo f{cru- 
pulous, accepted of the command. 

Caidinal Alberoni’s intrigues were not 
confined to France, he had formed the 
fame defigns againft King George. The 
Pretender was treated with, who readily 
came into the Cardinal’s views to annoy 
his enemy. ‘The Duke of Ormond repair- 
ed to Spain the latter end of the year, and 
meafures were taken to ftir up their friends 
in Great Britain, and engage them to {up- 
port the defigns of Spain. 

The Pope was doubtlefs in the fecret, 
and his affection for the Chevalier de St. 
George hindered him from confenting, 
that he fhould be expofed, till it was feen 
what fuccefs the firft attempt might have. 
He fuffered him, however, to go into 
Spain. The Pretender was watched, and 
there was need of addrefs to efcape the vi- 
gilance of the Germans, who were f{pread 
over the Ecclefiattical State. He had late- 
ly left Urbino, where he refided, and was 
come to live at Rome. He went from 
thence on a fudden, and caufed it to be 
reported, that he was gone to Bologna. 
He fent thither the Earls of Marand Perth, 
with one Patterfon, who was to pafs for 
their Mafter. This artifice was attended 
with the expe&ted fuccefs: all three were 
arrelled at Voghera by the Imperialifts, 
but prefently after releafed, As for the 
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Pretender, he came to Nettuno without 
any accident, and embarked for Cagliari, 
from whence he came to Rofes in Cata- 
lonia, the beginning of March. 

He was magnificently received at Ma- 
drid, where he entered in one of the King’s 
coaches, attended by the guards, and was 
conduéted to the Palace of Buen. Retiro. 
On the morrow he was vifited by the 
King, the Queen, the Prince of Afturiasy 
and the great Officers of the Crown, and 
complimented by them as King of Great 
Britain. Upon his arrival, the fquadron, 
which had been fitting out fome time for 
this expedition, failed from Cadiz towards 
England, coniifting of ten men ef war and 
tran{port fhips, wiih fix thoufand regular 
troops on board, moltly Irifh, with arms 
for ten or twelve thoufand men. The 
Duke of Ormond was the conduc- 
tor of this undertaking, with the title 
of Captain - general of the King of 
Spain: he was to publifh, in the proper 

aces, a declaration in that King’s name, 
wherein he faid, that, for many very good 
reafons, he had refolved to fend part of his 
land and fea forces into England and Scot- 
land, to ferve as auxiliaries to King James: 
what had confirmed him in his refolution 
was the certain advices he had received, 
that many of the two nations, notwith- 
ftanding their ftrong inclination to ac- 
knowledge that Prince for their Sovereign, 
durft not openly declare for him, becaufe 
they did not fee him fupported by any of 
the States of Europe, who had either power 
or will to aflitt them: that, to remove this 
difficulty, and others that might arife, he 
declared he was determined to ufe all his 
power for the reftoration of a Prince, in a 
country belonging to him by undeniable 
right: that he hoped Providence would fa- 
vour fo juit a caufe: but, that the fear of 
ill fuccefs might not hinder any perfon 
from declaring readily for him, he pro- 
mifed a fecure retreat in his dominions to 
all that fhould join him, and, in cafe they 
were forced to leave their country, he de- 
clared, that every fea or land Officer fhould 
have the fame rank as he enjoyed in Great 
Britain, and the foldiers fhould be received 
and treated like his own. 

Thefe preparations had not been fo fe- 
cret, but the King had received timely no- 
tice to take the neceflary precautions: the 
Duke of Orleans, in return fcr the fame 
favour, had acquainted him with al] he 
could difcover. A proclamation was pub- 
lithed againft the Duke of Ormond, and 
the other Lords that were with him, with 
‘areward of soool, for izing the Duke, 


and of roool. for each of the reft, and of 
50ol. for every Gentleman. 

As the rumour of the invafion increafed, 
fome forces were ordered into the north and 
into the weft of England: the States- 
general had notice to have two thoufand 
men ready to tranfport into England when 
occafion required ; and were, at the fame 
time, defired not to fuffer the fufpicious 
embarkations of ammunition and men that 
were making at Amfterdam, which they 
agreed to, notwithftanding the endeavours 
of the Spanifh Minifters to the contrary, 
Above all, the naval armament againft the 
Spanifh fquadron was haftened ; and, upon 
the repeated advices of the Regent, the 
King came to the Houfe of Peers, and 
faid, That he had given orders to the Lord- 
chancellor to declare to both Houfes a mat- 
ter of the greateft importance. Upon this, 
the Lord-Chancellor read the following 
fpeech : 


* My Lords and Gentlemen, 

* Having received, from our good bro- 
ther and Ally the moft Chriftian King, 
repeated advices, that an invafion will 
fuddenly be attempted from Spain againt 
my dominions, in favour of the Pretender 
to my Crown, I have judged it convenient 
to make you acquainted with it, and fhall, 
on my part, take all the neceffary mea- 
fures to defeat the defigns of our ene- 
mies. 


* Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

* This attempt, if it proceed, muft en- 
gage me in fome farther expences by fea 
and Jand than provifion has been made 
for. I mutt therefore recommend it to 
you, that I be inabled in fuch a manner, 
as you fhall judge convenient, to make 
the neceflary diipofitions for our fecurity ; 
and you may depend upon it, that. I thall 
upon this, and all other occafions, have 
as much regard to the eafe of my people, 
as fhall be confiftent with their fatety. 


‘ My Lords and Gentlemen, 
¢ The many proofs I have had of the af- 
fection and loyalty of this Parliament 
leave me no room to doubt of your fteady 
and vigorous perfeverence in fupport of 
my perion and Government upon this oce 
cafion.” 


This fpeech had all the effect the King 
could expect or defire. Both Houfes 
aflured him of their fupport; and the 
Commons defired him to augment his 


forces by fea and land, in fuch manner = 
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he fhould think fit, promifing to make 
good any increafe of expence on that ac- 
count. With thefe affurances of the 
Parliament, the King had the fatistaction 
to feehis Allies exert their zeal in his de- 
fence. The States fent over the two thou- 
fand men; and the Marquis de Prié, Go- 
vernor of the Auftrian Netherlands, fix 
battalions of Imperialifts. The Duke of 
Orleans offered no lefs than twenty bat- 
talions, but it was not thought proper 
to accept his offer. Thefe precautions 
taken by the King were very juft, but, as 
it happened, they proved needlefs. The 
Spanifh fleet came with a fair wind as far 
as Cape Finifterre, when a violent ftorm 
arofe, which lafted two days and two 
nights. The fleet was intirely difperfed, 
and difabled from purfuing their courfe. 
The Admiral’s thip of fixty-four guns, 
having loft all her matts, made for the 
coaft of Spain, as did all the reft in the beit 
manner they could. By this ftorm, the 
men and horfes were for the moft part 
rendered unferviceable. ; 
Though the Spanifh fquadron mifcar- 
ried, two frigates arrived at Kintail in 
Scotland. Thefe frigates failed from Port- 
Paflage the latter end of February, and 
came to Kintail the 16th of April, with- 
out having feen any of the Spanith fleet 
in their way. They brought with them 
the Earls of Seaforth and Marifchal, and 


the Marquis of Tullibardine, with three 
hundred and feven Spaniards, being a de- 
tachment of twelve men in a company of 
Don Pedro de Caftro’s regiment of foot, 
commanded by a Lieutenant-colonel, with 
fix Captains, fix Lieutenants, and as ma- 
ny Enfigns. They brought alfo arms for 


two thoufand men. The Lieutenant-co- 
lone! was affured there were ten thoufand 
men in arms ready tojoin him, but, very 
few. appearing, he kept the frigates two 
days, refolving to go off again, but he 
was at laft prevailed with to let them fail. 
The two Earls and the Marquis, who 
had ventured themlelves with fo {mall a 
force, went with the Spaniards and joined 
the rebels. After this junction, they 
poflefled themfelves of Donan-cattie, and 
put in it a garrifon of fifty men; but 
Captain Boyle, in the Worcefter, and 
fome other thips, came before the piace, 
and took the garrifon prifoners. In the 
mean time General Wightman was or- 
dered by the Lord Carpenter to march 
with the forces under his command in 
quett of the Rebels. He marched from 
Invernefs the beginning of June, and, hav- 
lng halted one day at the head af Lochaefs, 
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came up with them ata place called the 
Pafs of Glenthill, which they gave out 
they were refolved to defend; but, upon 
the approach of the King’s troops, they 
immediately deferted it, and retired to ano- 
ther pals called Strachell, where they were 
more advantageoufly potted. The Gene- 
ral, having viewed their fituation, made 
the following difpofition for the attack; 
on the right were pofted all the grenadiers 
under the command of Major Milburn, 
being about a hundred and fifty in num- 
ber, who were fuftained by Montague’s 
regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Laurence, and a detachment of fifty 
men, commanded by Colonel Harrifon ; 
the reft of the regiment being in garrifon at 
Inverlochy. Thefe were fupported by 
Haffel’s Dutch regiment, and four com- 
panies out of Amerongon’s. This wing 
had fifty-fix of Lord Strathnaver’s men in 
the flank, under the command of Enfign 
Mackay ; and the whole wing was com- 
manded by Colonel Clayton, who aéted 
as Brigadier upon this occafion. ‘The left 
wing confifted of Clayton’s regiment, 
commanded by Lieutenant-cclonel Read- 
ing, and had on the flank about fourfcore 
men of the Monroes, under the command 
of Mr. Monroe of Calcairn. The dra- 
goons, which were a hundred and twenty 
in number, commanded by Major Ro- 
bertfon, and had made their march from 
Invernefs without the lofs of a fingle 
horfe, or the leaft inconvenience, were or- 
dered to keep the road, having four co 
horns placed in their front. ‘The Major- 
general himfelf was pofted in the centre, 
where every one had free accefs to him for 
orders. 

The Rebels forces confitted of one thou- 
fand fix hundred and forty Highlanders, 
befides three hundred Spaniards, and a 
body of five hundred Highlanders, who 
were pofted on a hill, in order to make 
themfelves mafters of the baggage of the 
King’s troops, it being always one of their 
chief aims. From this difpofition it is 
evident, that the King’s forces, aétually 
engaged, did not exceed eight hnndred 
and fifty men, befides the one hune 
dred and twenty dragoons, and one 
hundred and thirty fix Highianders. The 
left wing was ordered to begin the attack 5 
and the Rebels always, as they had fired their 
mutkets, fk+pped off, and never venturing 
to come to a clofe engagement, were driven 
from rock to rock, the King’s forces 
chacing them above three hours, till they 
gained the top of the hill, where the Ke- 
bels were immedsately difperied, The 
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were wounded. There were twenty-one 
men killed, and one hundred and twenty- 
one wounded, Officers included, cf the 
King’s troops, who lay on their arms all 
night, in order to bring off the wounded ; 
and marched the next morning to Glen- 
fhill, where about two in the afiernoon the 
Spaniards furrendered themfelves _prifoners 
at difcretion, and delivered up al! their 
arms and ammunition. Their Commander 
faid, the Earl of Seaforth and all the ret 
were fhifting for themfelves, and believed 
they would endeavour to get off as foon as 
poffible at the fea port towns, where they 
could hope to have friends to let them 
efcape. General Wightman acquainted 
the Lord Carpenter, that he had taken 
two hundred and feventy four Spaniards 
prifoners, and was making a tour through 
the difficult parts of Seaforth’s country, to 
terrify the guilty, and preferve the well- 
affeéted ; and that he had utterly difperfed 
the Rebels, the Chiefs of whom, Seaforth, 
Tullibardine, Marifcha!, and others, were 
gone off to the Lewis or O:kney Iflands. 
Thus ended Cardinal Alberoni’s enter- 
prife upon Great Britain. 

When the King fent the meflage to both 
Houfes about the Spanifh invafion, the 
Lords were debating upon the famous 
Peerage Bill. This bill, by which the 
number of Peers was to be limited, is {aid 


to have been chiefly intended to put a re- 
ftraint on the Prince of Wales, when his 
fucceffion fhould take place, from whom 
the prefent Miniftry could expect but little 


favour. Be this as it will, the Whigs had 
exclaimed againft the numerous promotion 
of Peers by Queen Anne, particularly the 
creation of twelve Peers at once, in order 
to gain a fuperiority in the Houfe of Lords, 
and, to preventthe like for the future, it 
it was refolved to bring in a bill to fix the 
number of Peers. The perfon by whom 
this bill was moved for was the Duke of 
Somerfet, who on the laft day of February 
reprefented in the Houfe of Lords, that, 
the number of Peers being of late years 
very much increafed, efpecially fince the 
union of the two kingdoms, it feemed 
abfolutely neceffary to fix the fame, both 
to preferve the dignity of the Peerage, and 
to prevent the inconveniencies that may 
attend the creation of a great number of Peers 
to ferve a prefent purpofe ; of which they 
had a remarkable inftance in the late reign. 
He therefore made a motion for the bring- 
ing in a bill to fettle and limit the Peerage 
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in fuch a manner, that the number of 
Engiith Peers thould not be enlarged be- 
yond fix above the prefent number, which, 
upon failure of male iffue, might be fup- 
plied with new creations ; and that inftead 
of the fixteen ele&tive Peers, twenty-five 
fhould be made hereditary on the part of 
Scotland, whofe number, upon failure of 
heirs male, thould be fupplied by fome o- 
ther Scots Peers. The Duke of Argyle 
(who was now Lord-fteward of the Houf- 
hold) feconded this motion, which was 
alfo fapported by the Earls of Sunderland 
and Carlifle, before they came to any re- 
folution ; and therefore his Lordfhip, the 
Earl of Oxford, excepted againit it, and 
faid, * as it tended to take away the bright- 
eft gem from the Crown, it was matter of 
wonder to fee it fupported by thofe who, 
by the great employments they enjoyed, 
feemed under the ftriéteft obligation to 
take care of the Royal Prerogative. That 
therefore there mult be a Secret meaning 
in this motion ; but for his own part, 
though he expeéted nothing from the 
Crown, yet he would never give his vote 
for lopping off fo valuable a branch of the 
prerogative, becaufe this would put it out 
of the power of the Crown to reward merit 
and virtuous actions.” To this the Earl 
of Sunderland anfwered, ¢ That, though 
the number of Peers were limited, yet the 
Crown fhould ftill be the fountain of ho- 
nour, and preferve its prerogative of creat- 
ing new Peers upon the extinétion of old 
titles for want of male iffue, which hap- 
pened frequently; and that thefe extine- 
tions would give the Prince on the Throne 
fufficient opportunities to beftow honours 
upon. Commoners of dittinguifhed merit 
and abilities.” The debate being adjourn- 
ed to the fecond of March, upon that day, 
Ear] Stanhope delivered to a full Houle 
the following meflage from the King : 


GEORGE R,. 

© His Majefty being informed, that the 
Houle of Peers have under confideration 
the State of the Peerage of Great Britain, 
is gracioufly pleafed to acquaint this Houfe, 
that he has fo much at heart the fettling 
the Peerage of the whole kingdom upon 
fuch a foundation, as may fecure the free- 
dom and conflitution of Parliaments in all 
future ages, that he is willing, that his 
prerogative land not in the way of fo great 

and neceffary a work.” 

{ To be continued. J 

The 
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The Mosatc Account of the CREATION * proved to be agreeable 
to the Principles of the Newtonian Philofophy ; by the late Mr. JAMES 


FERGUSON. 


[ Never before publifhed. ] 


HIS is denied by many, becaufe 

Mofes tells us that there were three 
days and three nights before the fun was 
made, which was not till the fourth day 
of the original or Creation-week, They 
cannot reconcile this, becaufe all our light 
is from the fun; our day by the fun’s 
fhining upon us, and our night by his 
withdrawing himfelf from us. And 
therefore they conclude, that Mofés wrote 
his account only from tradition, not from 
Revelation either from the Deity or from 
any Angel. It is recorded in the lait 
verfe of the xxivth Chap. of Exodus, that 
Mofes was forty days and as many nights 
inthe Mount with God (probably our Sa- 
viour). And although we have an ace 
count of a great many inftruétions which 
were given him during that time (See 
from chap. xxivth to chap. xxxii.) yet un- 
doubtedly, there was time for many more. 
May we not therefore fuppofe, that Mofes 
then received an account of the Creation, 
which was upwards of two thoufand years 
before that time ? 

Mofes’s account of the Creation appears 
to me to be philofophically true ; which I 
explain as follows: In the beginning God 
brought all the particles of matter into 
being, in thofe different parts of open 
fpace, where the fun and planets were to 
be formed, in fufficient quantities for each 
particular body, Jeaving the other parts of 
{pace vacant ; and then endued each par- 
ticle of matter with an attractive power, by 
which means thefe neighbouring particles 
would come together and unite in their 
refpective parts of fpace, and fo form 
themfelves into thofe different fpherical 
bodies which compofe “the folar fyltem ; 
and would always have continued 
perfe&tly {pherical, ifthey had not had 
rotary motions, On the firlt day of 
the Creation-week, before thefe par- 
ticles of matter which now compofe 
the earth could have time to come toge- 
ther fo as to cohere and form themflves 
into a folid globe, the Deity gave the 
whole pulpy mafs of them a rotary or di- 
vrnal motion, by which the whole mafs 
(like the yielding bottom of a mop when 


* Genefis, Chap. i. 
T 


whirled round) acquired an oblate fpheroi- 
dical figure, iuch as the earth has had 
from the beginning of time, and will un- 
doubtedly have unu! the end thereof. In 
like manner, the particles of matter which 
now compofe the body of the fun would 
gradually come together hy . their mutual 
attraction, though they did not come into 
clofe conta& fo as to form themfelves into 
a globular body till the fourth day of the 
Creation-week, when they became a fun. 

Notwithftanding this, they would all 
fhine while they were {eparate, and give 
as much lightin the {pace ail around them, 
as when they were united into one large 
body. And confequently, if they were 
the firft particles of matter created in our 
folar fyftem, light muft have exifted be- 
fore either the earth or any other planet in 
our fyftem was formed. ‘The earthy mafs 
having received a rotary motion on the fir 
day of the Creation-weck, day and night 
would begin, and continue to be fuccef 
five on all fides of the earth. 

The attraction of all the folar particles 
of matter, taken together, would be as 
great before they were colle&ted into one 
body as afterwards, reaching through the 
whole bounds of the folar fyflem. It is 
therefore highly probable, that, to keep the 
earthy mafs from being drawn toward thele 
particles, the Almighty :mpreffed the ani-« 
mal or progreflive motion upon it, on the 
firft day of the original week, when the 
rotary motion was given: and fo the day, 
the week, and the year ail began together. 
As the heavy particles of the earthy mafs 
gravitated towards the earth’s center, the 
hight aerial particles would {wim «above on 
its furface, and form an atmoiphere all 
around it, The fun would theo exhale 
moift vapours from the earth into its at~ 
mofphere, which would divide the waters 
on the earth from thofe which had rifen a- 
bove it. (Gen. 1.6.) Thefe vapours would 
form a milt in rifling (Gen. ii. 6.) and af. 
terwards defcend in dew to water the fur- 
face of the ground. 

By the firmament (or as it is in the He« 
brew, expanfe) called Heaven, which, 
Mofes tells us, divided the waters from 


the 
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the waters, I fuppofe he meant only the at- 
mofphere, which bears up the watery clouds 
till they fal down in rain ; for we ufual- 
ly f2y, itrains from the Heavens. 

On the whole then, it appears, that the 
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Mofaic account of the Creat‘on is firiéily 
conformable to the Newtonian Philofophy, 
although it was written upwards of three 
thoufand years before Sir Maac Newton 
was born, 


ComMPARISON between PAST AGES andthe PRESENT. 


There is not, perhaps, a more general Idea, nor a more erroneous one, than that 
the present Age is greatly degenerated from thofe which have preceded it, in all 


the Qualities by which we can exalt and dignify the human Race. 


The Virtues 


and the Vices have been of every Age ; and, wherever Degeneracy has moft pre- 
wailed, we may attribute the Caufes of it. to Circumftances merely temporary 
and local, and which, in Courfe, cannot be fuppofed to aff’@ univerfally 
the Charaéter of Mankind. To combat Error in every Shape, as Opportunities 
arife, is what fhould particularly chara&erife a periodical Publication ; and we 
cannot therefore do better than by prefenting our Readers with the following Ex- 
trad from Philological Inquiries, 4y the Jate ingenious Mr. Harris, in which 
he feems to have difcu, fed this Subjedt in bis wonted mafterly Manner. 


VERY paft age has in its turn been 

a prefent age. This indeed is obvi- 

ous, but this is not all; for every paft age, 

when pre‘ent, has been the object of abufe. 

Men have been reprefented by their con- 

temporaries not only as bad, but degene- 

rate; as inferior to their predeceflors both 
in morals and bodily powers. 

This is an opinion fo generally re- 


ould exprefs former times, calls 
: better, as if the term, efter, 
implied former of courle: 
Teucer® 
Veys, 
A race of godlike Heroes, born in Letter 
days. 


$ ancient race the Prince fur- 


ZEn, vi. 6 


The fame opinion is afcribed by 
mer to old Nefior, when that venera 
Chief fpeaks of thofe Herces, whom h 
had known in his youth. Herelates fome 
of their names and fome of their exploits 5 
as how they had extirpated the favage 
Centaurs—He then fudjoins, 


~——- with thele no one 
Of earthly race, as men are xow, could 
fist. 

As thele Heroes were fuppofed to ex- 
ceed in itrength thofe of the Trojan War, 
fo were the Heroes of that period to ex- 
ceed thofe that fter. Hence, from 
the time of the Trojan War to that of Ho- 

ner, we learn that human firength was 


° - } i oe ey 
@ecreafed by a compicte half, 


came 


Thus the fame Homer, 


Then grafp’d Tydides in his hand a ftone, 

A bulk immenfe, which not ¢wo men 
could bear, 

As men are now ; but he alone with eafe 

Hurl dit 


Virgil goes farther and tells us, that 
not twelve men of his time could even 
carry the ftone which Turnus flung: 
Scarce twelve ftrong men the pond'rous 

mafs could raift, 

Such as difgracethefe dark degen’rate days. 
4En, xii. 899. 
Thus human ftrength, which in Homer's 
time was leffened to half, in Virgil's 
time was Jeffened to a twelfth. If ftrength 
and bulk (as commonly happens) be pro- 
poriioned, what pygmies in ftature mutt 
the men of Virgii’s me have been, when 
their ftrength, as he informs us, was fo 
far diminithed ? A man _ only eight times 
as (rong (and not, according to the Poet, 
twelve wiuses) muft at leat have been be- 
tween five and fix feet higher, than they 
were. 

But we all know the privilege claimed 
by Poets and Painters. 

*Tis in virtue of this privilege that Ho- 
race, when he mentions the moral de- 
generacits of his, contemporaries, afferts 
that ‘their fathers were worfe than their 
grandiathers; that they were worfe than 
their fathers; and that their children 
would be worfe than they were;’ de- 
fcribing no fewer after the grandfather, 
than thice fucceilions of degencracy. 

More 
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More vicious than their fathers age 

Our fires begot the prefent race 

Of astions impious, bold and bale, 

And yet with crimes to us unknown 

Our fons fhall mark the coming age their 


own. 
Hor. Od. iit. 6. 


We need only afk, were this a fact, 
what would the Romans have been, had 
they degenerated in this proportion for five 
or fix generations more ? 

When the wettern empire began to de- 
cline, and Europe and Aftica were 1a 
vaged by Barbarians, the calamities then 
happening (and formidable they were) na 
turally led men, who feit them, to efleem 
their own age the wortt. 

The enemies of Chriftianity (for Pa- 
ganifin was not thenextinét) abfurdly turn- 
ed thefe calamities to the difcredit of the 
Chrittian Religion, and faid the times 
were fo unhappy, becaufe the Gods were 
difhonouredy and the ancient worfhip neg- 
le&ted  Orofius, a Chriftian, did not 
deny the melancholy faéts, but, to obvi- 
ate an objection fo difhonourable to the 
true Religion, he endeavours to prove 
from Hiftorians, both facred and profane, 
that calamities of every fort had exifted 
in every. age, as many and as great as 
thofe that exifted then. 

If Orofius has reafoned right (and his 
work is an elaborate one) it follows that 
the lamentations made then, and made 
ever fince, are no more than natura! de- 
clamations incidental to man; dec!ama- 
tions naturally arifing, let him live at any 
period, from the fuperior efficacy of pre- 
fent events upon prefent fenfations. 

There is a praife belonging to the 
pat congenial with this cenfure; a 
praife formed from Negatives, and beft 
illufirated by examples. 

y 

Thus a deciaiiner might affert, (fup- 
poling he had a with, by exalting the 
eleventh century, to debafe the prefent) 
that ‘in the time of the Norman Con- 
queror we had mo routs, moridottos 70 
Newmarkets, mo candidates to bribe, zo 
voters to be bribed, &c.” and ftring on ne- 
Batives, as long as he thought proper. 

What then are we tu do, when we 
hear fuch panegyric >—Are we to deny tise 
facts ?—That cannot be. Are we to ad- 
mit the conclufion?—That appears not 
quite agreeable. No method is left but 
to compare evils with evils, the evils of 
1066 with thofe of 1780; and fee whe- 
taer the former age had not evils of its 


own, fuc 
becaule 


¥¥ 


h as the prefent never experienced, 
hey do not now exit. 

inay allow the evi's of the prefent 
dey to be 1eal—we may even allow, 
that a mur jareer pumber might have 
been added —but then we mav alledge evils, 
in thoie days feverely, 


4 


by way return, fe] 
but now not felt at all. 

We may affert, * we 
happened then, feen our country con- 
quered by foreign invaders; or our 
property taken from us. and diftributed 
among the conquerors; nor ourfelves, 
from freemen, debefed into flaves; ner 
our rights fubmirted to unknown laws, 
imported, without conient, from foreign 


have not now, as 


counties.” 

Should the fame reafonings be urged 
in favour of times nearly as remote, and 
other imputations of evil be brought, 
which, though well kncwa now, did not 
then exilt ; we may fill retort that—* we 
are.no lonper now, as they were then, 
fubject to feudal oppreffion; nor drag- 
ged to war, as they were then, by the pet- 
ty Tyrant of a neighbouring Cattle; nor 
involved in f{cenes of blood, as they were 
then, and that for many years, during the 
uninterefting difputes between a Stephen 
and a Maud,’ 

Should the fame declaimer pafs to a 
later period, and praife after the fame 
manner the reign of Henry the Second, 
we have then to retort, that we have now 
no Beckets.” Should he proceed to Rich- 
ard the Fir, ‘that we have now no Holy 
Wars;'—to John Lackland, and his fon, 
Henry, ‘that we have now no Barons 
Wars ;°—and with regard to both of them, 
© that, though we enjoy at this inftant all 
the benefits of Magna Charta, we have 
not been compelled io purchafe them at 
the price of our blood.” 

A leries of Convulfions brings us, ina 
few years more, to the wars between the 
Houfes of York and Lancafter—thence, 
from the fall of the Lancalter Family, to 
the calamities of the York Family, and 
its final deftruGtion in Richard the Third 
—thence to the oppreflive period of his 
avaricious fucceflor ; and from him to the 
formidable reign of his relentlefs fon, 
when neither the Coronet, nor the Mitre, 
nor even the Crown could proteét their 
wearers: and when (to the amazement of 
pofterity) thofe, by whom Church Autho- 
rity was denied, and thofe, by whom it 
was maintained, were dragged together to 
Smithfield, and burnt at one and the fame 


ftake. 
% The 
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The reign of his Succeffor was fhort 
and turbid, and foon followed by the 
gloomy one of a tigotted woman. 

We flop here, thinking we have in- 
ftances enough. Thole, who hear any 
portion of thefe paft times praifed for the 
invidious purpofe above mentioned, may 
anfwer by thus retorting the calamities 
and crimes, which exiited at the time praif- 
ed, but which now exift nomore. A 
true eltimate can never be formed, but 
in confequence of fuch a comparifon ; for, 
if we diop the laudable, and alledge only 
the bad, or drop the bad, and alledge only 
the laudable, there is no age, whatever 
its real character, but may be made to 
pafs at pleafure either fora good one, or a 
bad one. 

If I may be permitted in this place to 
add an obfervation, it fhall bean obferva- 
tion founded upon many years experience. 
Ihave often heard declamations againft 
the prefent race of men; declamations 
againft them, as if they were the wort of 
animals; treacherous, falfe, felfith, en- 
vious, oppreffive, tyrannical, &c. &c. 
This (I fay) I have often heard from grave 
declaimers, and have heard the fentiment 
delivered with a kind of oracular pomp. 
—Yet I never heard any fuch declaimer 
fay (what would have been fincere at leatt, 
if it had been nothing more) ¢I prove 
my affertion by an example, where I can- 
not err; I aflert myfeif to be the wretch 
I have been juit defcribing.” 

So far from this, it would be perhaps 
dangerous to afk him, even in a gentle 
whilper-——You have been talking, with 
much confidence, about certain profligate 
beings.—Are you certain, that you your- 
felf are no* one of the number ? i 

I hope I may be pardoned for the fol- 
lowing anecdote, altho’ compelled, in re- 
lating it, tomake myfelf a party. 

‘Sitting once in my library with a 
friend, a worthy but melancholy man, 
I read him out of a book the following 
paflagem 


‘In our time it may be fpoken more 
truly than of old, that- virtue is gone; 
the Church is under foot; the Clerg, is in 
error; the Devil reigneth, &c. &c.’ M 
Friend interrupted me wittr a figh, and 
faid, ‘ Alas! how true! How juit a pic- 
ture of the times !"—I afked him, of what 
times ?—OFf what times, replied he with 
emotion, can you fuppofe any othcr, but 
the prefent? Were any before ever {0 bad, 
fo corrupt, fo, &c, ?"—* Forgive me (faid I) 
for ftopping you—the times, I am reading 
of are older than you imagine ; the fenti- 
ment was delivered above four hundred 
years ago; its Author Sir John Mande. 
ville, who died in 1371.” 

As man is by nature a focial animal, 
good humour feems an ingredient high- 
ly neceflary to his charaéter. °Tis the 
falt which gives a feafoning to the feat 
of life; and which, if it be wanting, 
furely renders the feaft incomplete. Many 
caufes contribute to impair this amiable 
quality, and nothing perhaps more than 
bad opinions of mankind. Bad opinions 
of mankind naturally lead vs to Mifan- 
thropy. If thefe bad opinions go far- 
ther, and are applied to the univerfe, then 
they lead to fomething” worle, for they 
lead to Atheifm. The melancholy and 
morofe charaéter being thus infenfibly 
formed, morals and piety fink of courfe ; 
for what equals have we to love, or what 
fuperiors have we to revere, when we have 
no other objects left than thofeof Hatred, 
or of ‘Terror * ? 

It fhould feem then expedient if we 
value, our better principles, nay, if we 
value our own happinefs, to withitand 
fuch dreary fentiments. *Twas the ad- 
vice of a wife man—* Say not thou, what 
is the caufe, that the former days were 
better than thefe? For thou doit not in- 
quire wifely concerning this +.” 

Things prefent make impreffions ama- 
zingly fuperior to things remote ; fo that, 
in objects of every kind, we are eafily 
miftaken as to their comparative magni- 


* Mifanthropy is fo dangerous a thing, and goes fo far in fapping the very founda- 
tions of Morality and Religion, that I eficem the laft part of Swift's Gulliver (I mean 
that relative to his Hoyhnhnms and Yahoos) to be a worfe book to perufe, than thole 
which we forbid as the moft flagitious and obicene. 

One abfurdity in this Author (a wretched Philofopher, though a great wit) is well 
worth remarking—in order.to render the nature of man odious, and the nature of beats 
amiable, he is compelled to give human charaélers to his beafts, and beattly characters 
to his men—fo that we are to admire the beatts, not for being beafts, but amiable men; 
and to deteft the men, not for being men, but detetiable beatts. 

Whoever has been reading this unnatural filth, let him turn for a moment to a Spec- 
tator of Addifon, and obferve the Philanthropy of that Claflical Writer ; I may add the 


tuperior purity of his di€tion and his wit. 


+t Ecclefiafles, Chap. viis ve 10. 
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tude. Upon the canvafs of the fame pic- 
ture a near fparrow occupies the {pace of 
a diftant cage; a near mole-hill that of 
a diftant mountain. In the perpetration of 
crimes, there are few perfons, I believe, 
who would not be more fhocked at aétu- 
ally feeing a fingle man affaffinated (even 
taking away the idea of perfonal danger) 
than they would be fhocked in reading the 
maflacre of Paris. 

The Wife Man, juft quoted, withes to 
fave us from thefe errors. He has al- 
ready informed us—*‘ The thing, that hath 
been, is that which fhal] be; and there 
isno new thing under the fun. Is there 
any thing whereof it may be faid, Sce, 
this is new? It hath been already of 
old time, which was before us."——He 
then fubjoins the caufe of this apparent 
novelty—things paft, when they return, 
appear new, if they are forgotten; and 
things prefent will appear fo, thould they 
too be forgotten, when they return *. 

This forgetfulnefs of what is fimilar in 
events which return (for in every re- 
turning event fuch fimilarity exitts) is the 
forgettulnefs of amind uninftructed and 
weak ; a mind ignorant of that great, 
that providential circulation, which never 
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ceafes for a moment through every part 
of the univerfe. 

It is not like that forgetfulnefs, which 
I once remembered in a man of letters, 
who, when at the conclufion of a long 
life, he found his memory began to fail, 
faid chearfully—* Now I {hail have a 
pleafure I could not have before ; that of 
reading my old books, and finding them 
all new.’ 

There was in this confolation fome- 
thing philotophical and pleafing. And yet 
perhaps “tis a higher philofophy (could 
We attain it) not to forget the pait, but in 
contemplation of the paft to view the fu- 
ture, fo that we may fay an the wortt prof- 
pects, with a becoming refignation, what 
Eneas faid of old to the Cumean Pro- 


-phete/s, 


Virgin, no fcenes of ill 

To me or new or unexpected rif ; 
I've feen ‘em ail; have feen, and long before 
Within myfelf revolv’d ‘em in my mind +, 
In fuch a conduét, if well founded, 
there is not only fortitude but piety ; 
fortitude, which never finks, from a con- 
fcious integrity; and piety, which never 
rejilts, by referring all to the Divine Will. 


* See of the fame Ecclefiaftes, Chap. the firft, v. 9, and Chap. the fecond, v. 16. 
> #£n. VI. 103, 104, 105. 


ProceEDINGs in the late SEsSion of Parliament, concluded from 
Page 31, of our Magazine for July laf. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Friday, June 1s. 

THE order of the day, for the fecond 
reading of Mr. Fox’s bill for amending 
the marriage act being read, 

Mr. Ambler oppoied the bill, The 
marriage act, he faid, was of the utmolt 
utility to the public, inafinuch as it put 
an end to the infamous {cenes that ufed to 
be exhibited in the metropolis, when figns 
were hung out in the ftreets, informing 
the public, that marriages were performed 
there. The facility of having marriages 
fo celebrated was produétive of conte- 
quences that made the interference of the 
Legiflature abjolutely neceflary ; for prior 
to the marriage act, the Courts of Weit- 
minfter would not fuffer the regilters kept 
by the Fleet parfons to be produced in 
Court as evidence of marriage. This ne- 
ceflarily produced confufion in families 
and property ; and nothing but the Legifla- 
ture could remedy it. Previous to the 
palling of the mariage act, there had been 


feveral legal obftruétions to improper mar- 
riages ; among others, the parfon whace- 
lebrated them, without licence or publica 
tion of bans, was fubjeét to a penalty of 
rool. but as the parfons who officiated on 
fuch occafions were already in.prifon, the 
penalty was of no avail; it was therefore 
found neceflary to make it felony in any 
Clergyman to marry any couple, except 
after a licence obtained, or publication of 
bans; and this felony was made punith- 
able with traniportation. To this penalty 
was fuperadded a declaration of nullity, 
in cale the parties fhould not conform to 
the rules laid down in the aét; and this 
was to operate as a preventive. If thefe 
penaities were to be removed, then all the 
il] confequences that the law was, made te 
prevent would enfue. 

Sir G. Yonge and Gen. Burgoyne, on 
the other fide, warmly fupported the bill, 
condemning the aét it went to amend, or 
rather to repeal, as a grofs oppreffion on 
the lower orders of the community, con- 

trived 
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trived by ariftocratic pride and avarice, for 
their own unnatural views. They alfo 
reprobated that aét on the ground of pslicy, 
as tending to prevent population, and en- 
courage depravity of morals. 

Mr. Courtney fupported the bill with 
fome iudicrous itrokes of irony, pointing 
out many confequences likely to refult from 
repeal of the marriage a&t, which, he 
faid, would be extremely pernicious ; 
particularly the poor raies would be 
ancreafed by the ‘growth of population, 
while children would be feen lying about 
on the dung-hills,,as they did in Ireland, 
like blanched almonds in a tanfy pudding. 
Many jaunts to Scotiand would alfo be 
prevented, by which the duty on Poft- 
horfes would be diminthhed, and the reve- 
nue of courfe fuffer; befides that, many 
people would lofe the advantage of feeing 
a country which, but for matrimonial bu- 
finefs, they never would vifit. 

He begged the Houfe would particularly 
confider a few beneficial effeéts refulting 
from the law now in being, which would 
inevitably be loft by its repeal. In the firft 
place, he obferved, that as people now come 
together without paffion, they expect no 
happinefs in marriage, and of courfe are 
never difappointed. ‘That a great deal of 
love is often generated by tying two in- 
different objeéts together ; as two fticks, 
be they never fo cold, wiil take fire by 
rubbing them conftantly upon each other. 
Another good confequence was, that by 
this law noble blood was kept uncontami- 
nated by a perpetual chain of, mtermar- 
riages in the fame farnily ; now as the 
nobler virtucs are all hereditary, as well as 
the bodily qualities, the benefit derived 
from this was aftonifhing. Some noble 
families, who had long preferved this va- 
Juable pre eminence, might even be known 
by their faces to be of an illuftrious race, 
jut the fame as, to the eye of a fkilful 

hyficgnomitt, the twelve tribes of Ifrael 
had each fome charaéteriflic in the coun- 
tenance. He begged the Houle would 
alfo recolleét, that the prefent plan was 
very favourable to divorces, and thefe were 
highly beneficial to the public ; for, as the 
parties frequently married again, two 
matches were cut out of one. Butacon- 
fideration as material as any was this, that 
farmers’ daughters in the country, want- 
ing to marry, frequently at the age of {e- 
venteen or thereabouts, and the father very 
often refufing his confent, they generally 
m that cafe take their {weethearts without 
troubling the church, and truft to a pro- 


mife for futute fidelity, Now the girl be- 
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ing got with child, the young fellow very 
often grows tired of her; the of courfe 
is difgraced, -comes up to town, gets rid of 
her burthen, and becomes a valuable ac- 
quifition to the public. He begged the 
Houfe would refleé&t then by what means 
the town could be fupplied with women, 
if this bill fhould be paffzd ? For, in that 
cafe, the young countiy fools would, no 
doubt, marry, live happily, and burthen 
the public with a great increafe of inhabi- 
tants. He particularly urged the propriety 
of thus confidering the interelt of the 
ftews, becaufe they were formerly a pub- 
lic eftablifhment, and under the infpeétion 
of the Archbifhop of Canterbury. 

We have not leifure to follow Mr. 
Courtney through all his very fingular 
arguments, but cannot forbear mentioning 
one more, viz. that as clergymen were, 
under the prefent aét, liable to tranfporta- 
tion for folemnizing marriages informally, 
which mode of punifhment was now al- 
tered to digging gravel on the Thames, 
we might always be fecure of having two 
or three chaplains for the conviéts, with- 
out the expence of eftablithing a chapel ; 
by that advantage the minifter would have 
lef{S difficulty in his ways and means, be- 
fides being releafed from all the abufe he 
had received this feflion, for propofing fuch 
a burthen on the public. 

Mr. Yorke offered a few words in des 
fence of the act in queftion, and the ob- 
ject of introducing it, and concluded by 
faying, that the honourable Gentleman's 
fpeech (Mr, Courtney’s) was well adapted 
for a {chool of eloquence, but not proper 
for the attention of Parliament. 

Mr. Fox, in a moft eloquent fpecch, 
fupported his bill. He painted the mar- 
riage act in the moft odious colours, as a 
direét violation of the laws of God and 

ature, as an aét of defpotifm to which the 
powers of Parliament could not conftituti- 
onally extend, as a fource of private depo- 
pulation and vice, inefficacious as to the 
felfith contra&ted benefit meant to be deri- 
ved from it, but ruinous to the happinefs 
of thofe who were the ftreneth of every 
country, and whomevery Legiflature fhould 
protett, the lower orders of the commu- 
nity. It was founded on the moft fordid 
miftaken principles of a few noble fami- 
lies, who, to gratify their avarice, pride, 
or ambition, formed reftrictions cppreflive 
to the people. They had been difappoint- 
ed, for whoever could pay the expence of 
a poft-chaife to Scotland laughed at the 
provifions of the martiage aét, while the 
poor, unabje to avail theméelyes of that 
eyalionr, 
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eyafion, were either inhumanly croffed in 
their inclinations, or plunged into the abyfs 
of vice. 

He reprobated the idea of eflablifhing 
an unnatural authority in the parent, be- 
caufe his reafon and experience were great- 
er than thofe he was to govern; for this 
was the univerfal plea of defpotifmn public 
as well as private ; thus was every fyftem 
of tyranny defended, by urging, that it 
was better for the ignorant to be governed 
by the wife, than admit them to govern 
themfelves ; but the pofition was falfe and 
abfurd ! The moft unexperienced and illi- 
terate were more competent to know what 
conftituted their own happinefs, than any 
other morta] could poffibly be, and where 
the paffions were concerned, the heart of 
youth was wifer than the hoary head of 
age. Here he moft pathetically defcribed 
the different fituations of youth, checked 
in the wifhes of their hearts, and indulge- 
ing them contrary to prudence. In the 
latter cafe, he fhewed marriage to be the 
fource of induftry, and the firft error very 
frequently retrieved: in the former, he 
very naturally traced paffion turning back- 
wards into channels of vice; every finer 
feeling of the heart eradicated ; and in- 
temperance, the refuge of a difappointed 
lover, leading into the lait flage of depra- 
vity. 


He quoted a very beautiful paffage from 
Swift's maxims, which turned upon this 
principle, that there are two paffions in the 
human heart, defigned by Nature to be 
ftronger than reafon, yiz. the love of 
life, and the mutual defire fubfifting be- 


tween the fexes. That thele fhould not 
be circumfcribed by prudence, he con- 
tended, was abfolutely neceflary for the 
prefervation of our fpecies ; confequently 
to reftrain them by human laws was 
countera&ting and repealing the law of 
Heaven itfelf. Population never proceeded 
from reafon but from paffion ; for was a 
computation to be always made by pru- 
dence, of the profit and lofs redounding 
from marriage, as the rule of our choice, 
few marriages would ever be made; but 
it was the triumph of paflion to fubdue 
every prudential feeling, and’ in conte- 
quence we often find the wifeft men, in 
the affair of marriage, fet reafon out of the 
queftion. 

He then divided his obje&tions againft 
this aét into two parts ; one relative to the 
age limited therein, as years of difcretion, 
which he thought far too late in life ; and 
and the other, refpeéting the penalty an- 
nexed to informal marriages, that of de- 
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claring them null; a principle againg 
which he principally contended, as the 
moft inhuman that had ever been cone 
ceived. 

After a variety of cogent arguments, 
urged with great earneltnefs, he concluded 
by declaring, that, if foiled in this ate 
tempt, he would, neverthelefs, embrace 
every occafion of combating an aét to 
which he was a moft inflexible enemy, 
confidering it as unfpeakably pernicious 
and difgraceful to this country. 

Lord Nugent then offered a few words 
on the fame fide, fhewing himfelf as warm 
an enemy te the marriage aét as Mr. Fox, 
but profeffing his apprehenfions that it 
was too late in the feffion to carry through 
a bill of this importance, confidering that 
the Lords would probably avail theméelves 
of every pretence for rejeéting ite 

The queftion being put, it was decided 
by a divifion in favour of the bill, 

Ayes 90. Noes 27. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 
Monday, June 25. 

‘The Houle refolved itfelf into a Com- 

nitteey Lord Sandys in the Chair, on the 
firft reading of the m arriage bill. When 
they came to that claufe, which provides 
an indemnity for all the clergy who may 
have celebrated marriages under the pre- 
vious a& now contended to be virtually 
repealed, the Lord Chancellor rofz, and 
objected to the claufe in queftion. He faid, 
he was far from wifhing that any Clergy- 
man who fhould have performed the nuptial 
ceremony in an improper manner, through 
mere, inadvertence, fhould be fubje&ed 
now to punifhment for fuch careleflne{s ¢ 
but, at the fame time that he abjured all 
inclination to involve thofe who had beer 
guilty of no higher offence than inatten- 
tion, or miftake, in the penalties legally 
annexed to atts of felony; yet he could 
not by any means give his vote, that all 
thofe who had committed this felony, with 
their eyes open, and fiom the molt profli- 
gate motives, fhould be indifcriminately 
included in this amneity, and receive an 
ex poft facto indemnification for all their 
iniquities. 

The Bihop of St. Dayid’s obf rved, 
that it frequently happened that one Cler- 
gyman went te cfficiate for another, and 
nothing could be more probab'e, than that 
in fome particular fituations the (ranger 
might be ignorant of the true nature and 
inftiution of the chapel in which he per- 
formed duty, and might, under that ipno- 
rance, be induced to celebrate the paroc'iial 

duties, 





ay) 


duties, which in law, and in fa&t, it was 
felony for him to perform there. No- 
thing would be more hard than that fuch 
a man fhould be fubjeéted to a fevere pu- 
nifhment for an act like this. 

The Lord Chancellor replied, that he 
had no wifh that {uch perfons thould be 
punithed. They might be certain of pro- 
tection from the exercile of the Royal cle- 
mency, which would doubtlefs be felt un- 
der fuch circumftances. 

Lord Coventry was of opinion, that 
the different opinions of their Lordthips 
might be all made to meet by a very tri- 
fling alteration in the terms of the claufe. 
If they were to add the terms, * without 
evil intention,’ or fome words to that ef- 
fe& ; then no Clergyman would be able 
to avail himfelf of the indemnity implied 
in the claufe, without he had already pof- 
fefled that integrity of motive which, it 
was agreed on all hands, juftly entitled 
him to lenity. 

Lerd Dudley fpoke for the continuance 
of the claufe, and argued upon the ground 
which had been previoufly purfued by o- 
ther Lords, namely, that it would be 
highly unjuit and improper to fubjeét the 
character and neceffary confequence of a 
clergyman to any diminution, by expofing 
him to a trial, when the documents of his 
innocence might be hard to find, although 
no offence againft the laws had ever been 
perpetrated by him ; and to make him de- 
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pend for his fecurity from punifhment, 
not fo much on the laws as on the bene- 
volence of the Monarch, which he knew 
to be infinite, but which certainly was not 
the conftitutional protection for the liber- 
ty and property of the fubjecis of this 
country. 

The Lord Chancellor repeated his for. 
mer pofition. He faid, it was very well 
known that many men had built chapels 
in London and its environs, merely for 
the purpofe of letting them to the belt 
bidder ; and the rent they obtained for the 
pews made this church traffic a very pro- 
fitable one. If they were alfo lucky e- 
nough to find a parfon, which they very 
often did, to celebrate marriages in thefe 
places, they then increafed their emolu- 
ments further, by their mutual participa. 
tion in the common profits. Was it pro- 
per that fuch Clergymen fhould efcape pu- 
nifhment ?—were they objects for indem- 
nity? Certainly not.—He therefore re. 
tained all his objeétions to the claufe, 

The queftion being put, the Houfe di- 
vided, when there appeared againft the 
continuance of the claufe 8 

For it — 7 
Majority 

The claufe was loft by the accidental 
circumftance of the Bifhop of Worcefter 
having given his. vote without his gown 
fleeves, which was declared a nullity, 


BRITISH MUSE. 


ro TASS O. 


ARGUMEN T. 


Tasso, the celebrated Poet, by his fuperior Talents had excited the Jealoufy of feveral 


Gentlemen belonging to the Court of the Duke of Ferrara. 


‘The Report of an 


Amour with LEonorA, the moft accomplifhed Lady of that Age, and the Duke's 


Sitter, was propagated by an Intimate of the Poet’s. 


A Challenge enfued, when 


his Antagonift appeared with three more, who all, like Affaffins, fell upon him. 
However, Tasso, by his Courage and Dexterity, difengaged himfelf from the Snare: 
But the Duke, pretending a Regard to his Perfon, contrived that a temporary Con- 


finement fhould end in an abfolute Imprifonment. 


While he lingered in a gloomy 


Chamber of the Prigione di Santa Anna, the Lady is fuppofed to write the following 


Epiftle : 


T O him her hope, and fource of all de- 
lights, 
Her Lord, her tutor, Leonora writes. 
Though rude her hand, unpolifh'd though 
her lyre, 
Yet Taffo’s name the dullef might in- 


fpire. 

In thee are blended all that goed men 
prize, 

For thow art valiant, generous, and wife, 


While Wifdom heams from thee fo mildly 
bright, 

It does not dazzle, but refrefh the fight. 

Ah! wretched fate of excellence below, 

That merit only recommends to woe ! 

The victor round whole brow fair wreaths 
fhould twine 

In fome ill hour is doom’d forlorn to pine. 

Lo ! he, in various nations long diltreft, 


Is only by his dog at home confeit. 
ins 7 Behold! 
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Behold | Darius, merciful and brave, 

Reduc’d the currents humbie draught to 
crave, 

See! great Columbus, who in unknown 
ikies, 

View'd ftars defcend, and circling Phcebus 
rife ; 

Who bent a barb’rousclime to Chriftian 
{way,- 

And taught the devious favage how to 
pray 5 

Drags to hrs country an unwelcome load, 

Vile bonds! and by his Monarch’s hands 
beftow'd 4 

Now Taflo, than whofe own no worthier 
name 

E’er wak'd attention frem the trump of 
fame ; 

Who earn’d for Italy more praife than 
Greece 

Acquir’d by Jafon and-his golden fl-ece ; 

Grieg 3 work with nchinvention franght, 

New ttores of language,.and deligtsful 
thoughr : 

Now Taflo by bis friend imprifon'd lies, 

And Leonora aids with empty fighs. 

Were mine Armida’s rong inchanting 


pow’r, 

I would diflolve thy bands and frame a 
bow’, 

Where hues fhould plea, foft odours 
round thee fly, 

And warbling mintlrels with thy fongs 
fhould vie. 

But magic arts, you'll fay, I need not 

ove, 

While words and. tears (more eloquent ‘) 
can move, 

Yet how dare I my brother's grace in- 
treat, 

Wiio am the caufe of all the wiongs you 
meet ? 

Lately, where thou hadft deign'd thy mind 
to paint, 

I trac’d the fteps of my departed faint. 

The changeful fcene was beauteous in ef- 
teét, 

Like fhies when cfouds the fetting fun re- 
fect. 

Here mii#rable Monarchs I deferied, 

There happy thepherds by 2 fountain-fide. 

And why, to care by grandeur unbeiray ‘d, 

Was I notsbotp, [iaid, a pattsal maid ? 

My furious brother inttantly appear’d, 

* Great Pan! he cried, thy altars fhail be 
rear’d, 

* No longer by the fwain’s jenoble hand, 

* But Kings thall peaceful tribes of flocks 
con mand, 

* Rath Champrons fhall forget dire war 
to wage, 


For C upid dali reftore the Golden Age.’ 
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Then, with a voice that like black thunder 
drove, 

* How copious flow the ftrains from wo- 
man’s love!” 

Yet not in ftrains with cadence cloge’d 

by woe 

Did I expe& my langyid foul muft flow. 

When, tho’ your wit had made my mind 
its prize, 

T found unheeded danger in your eyes. 

Eyes which a Veftal might allure to gaze, 


And think that Angets fhed not holier 


rays. 
Lively as light, fublime as heav'n's bright 
pole, 
Lovely as Spring, pervading as the foul. 
G Wit! more pow'rful than all eyes befide, 
O eyes ! that fhame the rhetorician’s pride. 

Sometimes Imagination's daring flights 

Unite us once again in chafte delights, 

I liften to thy voice’s heav nly lay, 

And ev'ry moment a new grace furvey. 

So beauteous rofes we admire that glow 

With matchlefé dyes, and fragrant {cents 
beHiow, 

Let Slander, with her many tattling 

tongues, 
Mifreprefent the tory of our wrongs; 
If Slander’s breath can puff away a name, 
It mult refenrble lamps tepulchral flame. 
But Virtue, like the fun, receives no ftain, 
It may beclouded yet will thine again. 
So blu@’ring tempefts round a cedar roar, 
They rend it not, but fpread its odour 
more. 

Deep in the viftas of Parnaffus’ hhade, 
Lately the Bard Phoebean fkill difpiay'd. 
With ev'ry rifing note loud praifes grew, 
And Envy prov’d thofe praifes were his 

due; 
Now, lott alike to mufic and to love, 
The warbler droops that charm'd the 
lift'ning grove. 
O Taflo! Natwe fhrinks at thought of 
thee, 
The brave man fetter’d, the black rnffians 
tree, 
No foothing profpe& to divert thy fight, 
Vith-heid the wretch’s privil-ge to write ; 
Trur, thought is thine, but tnai thy woes 
recals, 
While fcarce a taper glimmers round the 
“ alls 
Yet fure if goodnefs were not forni'd ia 
vain, 
If thofe who glory feek thall glory gain: 
A brighter recompence referv'd I fee, 
Than faiing garlands from Apolio’s tree. 
Yes, thou halt bloom again where never 
raze 
Of itorm shall reach, nor with'ring pow'r 
of age : ; 
lor 
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For ever fix'd upon a rock fublime, 

That {corns the filent fap of fleeting time. 

Sad fufferer no more, but faint ferene ! 

Say, mutt I till behold Life’s wretched 
{cene ? 

Mutt 1 fti!! mingle with th’ unhallow’d 
throng, 

Where Spring is brief, and Winters laft 
1) long ? 

Qh! leave me not to days ef tears and 
fichs, 

But fnatch thy Leonora to the fkies !— 

Thea awfal Jaftice thal! on earth defcend, 

Whom fait ring villains dare not call their 
tiiend : 

The world thall tell thy adverfaries fhame, 

While ev'ry echo fhall exalt thy name. 


&§&T ANZA S&S 
On AUTUMN. 


J AT my window fit, and fee 
Autumn his ruffet fingers lay 
On ev'ry leaf of ev'ry tree ; 
I call, but Summer will ost flay. 


She flies, the boalted Goddefs flies, 

And pointing where th’ efpaliers fhoot, 
$ Deferye my parting gift,” the cries, 

© I take the leayes, but not the truit.” 


Let me the parting gift improve, 
And emulate the jutt reply, 

As life’s thort feafons lwift remove, 
Ere fix’d in Winter’s froft 1 lie. 


Health, beauty, vigour, now decline, 
The pride of Summer’s fplendid day 5 

Leaves with the ttem muft now refign, 
The mournful prelude of decay. 


Bot let fair Virtue’s fruit remain, 
Though Summer with my leaves be fled ; 

Then, not defpis'd, Til not complain, 
But chesifh Autumn in her ftead ! 


A PRAYER ror INDIFFERENCE, 


By Mis. GREVILLE. 


O rT oe implor’d the Gods in vaing 
And pray “d tll Pve been wes ary 3 
For ence Vil feek mv with to; g3.n 
Of Oberon the fairy. 


Sweet airy being, wanton fprite, 
Who itv’ ta woods unfeen ; 
And oft by Cynthia's filver light 
Trip'tt gaily o'er the green! 


f er thy pitviog heart was mov'd 
¢ e > 
As ancien? ftories tell ; 
And for th’ Athevian maid you lov'd 


: : ane” e 
You fought a wond ous {peila—= 
re] 


Oh ! deign once more t’ exert thy power ! 
Haply | fome herb or tree, 

Sov'reign as juice of weftern flower, 
Conceals a balm for me. 


I afk no kind return in Love, 
No tempting charm to pleafe— 
Far from the heart fuch gifts remove, 
That fighs for peace and eafe. 


Nor cafe nor peace the heart can know, 
Which, like the needle true, 

Turns at the touch of joy or woe, 
But, turning—trembles too! 


Far as diitrefs the foul can wound, 
*Tis pain in each degree ; 

Blifs goes but to a certain bound, 
Beyond is—Agony ! 


Take, then, this treach’rous fenfe of mine, 
Which dooms me fill to fmart ; 

Which plea‘ure can to pain refine, 
To pain new pangs impart. 


Oh! hafte to thed the facred balm ! 
My fhatter’d nerves new tring ; 

And for my gueils frenely calm 
The nymph Indifference bring. 


At her approach fee Hope, fee Fear ; 
See Expeétation fly ! 

And Difappointment in the rear, 
Which blafts the promis’d joy. 


The tear which Pity taught to flow 
Theeye fhall then difown ; 

The heart that melts for others woe 
Shall then {carce feel its own. 


The wounds, which now each moment 
bleed, 
Each moment then fhall clofe, 
And tranquil days thal! then fucceed 
To nights of calin repofe. 


O, fairy elf, but grant me this ! 
This one kind comfort fend ! 

And fo may never-fading blifs 
Thy flow'ry paths attend ! 


So may the glow-worm’s glittering fight 
Thy tiny fooifeps lead 

To fome new regions of deli ight, 
Unknown to mortal tread. 


And he thy acorn goblet fill’d 
With heav’ns ambrofial dew, 

From fweetett, fretleft flowers init! d, 
That thed fieth fweets to you. 


And what of life remains of me 
I'll pats in tober eafe, 

Half pleas’d, contented, wil] I be, 
Cvnteat but half to pieate ! 
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The following SONNET by the very learn- 
ed Tranflator of AEscHYLUs and Eu- 
ripides is prefixed to the new Edition of 
SyMPATHY, a POEM, 


[ Juft Puoblithed. ] 
ON Scar’s lov’d banks, a ftream un- 


known to fame, 
That wildly winds this tangled dell a- 
long, 
Where oft I feel the Mufe’s hallow'd 
flame, 
And glow enraptut’d with her Attic 
fong ; 
And oft her aweful, high-wrought ftrains 
recall, 
Aso’erthe ftagein tragic robe the fweeps, 
Withterror fraught the fhuddering foul t’ 
appsll, 
Whilf Pity, fofien’d with her farrows, 


weeps 5 


For Avon’s Bard this chaplet let me 
twine, 
Culling one branch from her immortal 
wreath ; 
For, tender Bard, empaffion’d HEART is 
thine, 
And THOUGHTS that warm from fo 
cial feeling breathe, 


Vivid and bright as thy ideas glow, 
Thy Magic verfe th’ enlivening flame 
imparts : 
From thee to us the ftrong emotions flow, 
And, ere aware, we feel them in our 
hearts. 


E’en thofe who read but toamufe the hour, 
Catch from the page fenfations more re- 
fin’d ; 
And, fweet Enthufiaft, wonder at thy 
pow'r, 
Which fo expands their fouls to ALL 
MANKIND, 


Go then, in Virtue’s caufe the paffions 
move, 

And sELF to gen’rous- glowing SOCIAL 
raife : 

Be this thy meed, The good and wife ap- 
prove, 

And Beatties fan&tion ratifies the praife. 


Scarning, 16th Aug. 1781. R. POTTER. 
The following beautiful Lines are fome 


of the ADDITIONS to the Poem on 
SyMPATHY, 4th Edition. 


AN D Gold itelf, tho’ #ginatiz’d with 
rage, 
Dio’ many a rath, declamatory page, 
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The gorgeous ruin by each Bard de- 
cry’d 

In tuneful {corn cr philofophic pride, 

Wiv's itanding fubject of fupreme difgracey 

And gravely call'’d the curfe of all our 
race, 

Yes, Geld itelf,—tho’ foft Tibullus 
iwears, 

It deafen’d Nemefis to all his prayers, 

Biib’d her falfe heart from Paffion’s fa- 
cred fire, 

And loos’d her from the Ma 
lyre— 

Appears, my friend, the Social Powe: toaid, 

Pure from the duit that clogs the wheel of 
trade 

Full falfly charge we mother Earth with 
wrong, 

Tn all the wild licentioufnefs of fone ; 

Safe in her central caverns harmleis fhone 

This hoarded treafure of her ancient 
Throne ; 

Tn rich repofe it flept within the mine, 

Nor wilh’d to quit the fubterraneous 
thrine ; 

With parent caution, Earth who knew its 
owers 

O’er the fair mifchief ftrew’d her various 
flowers, 

While every flower her fweeteft perfume 
bore, 

That her lev'd children might require rio 
mute. 


ic of his 


Man drage’d the {plendid ftranger fir 

to View, 

And,l:ke a meteor,round the world it flew ; 

A ready welcome from the world it found, 

And Picebus hail'd his rival under ground 3 

Inimediate feiz’d the circling 
croud, 

But chief Europa to her idol bow'd ; 

Her bark, her car, with eniblems gilded 
oe: ’ 

The homage fpread from ocean to the 
fhor= ; 

Attrastive Gold obfequious votaries drewy 

Till wetul fondnefs into do:age grew. 


’ 
wonaer 


Yet Mill he jult. In fhape of fraud or 
force, 
Ere Gold appear’d the Paffions took their 
courte H 
Like whi!winds fwept the flowers of I:fe 
alor 
And cuih 
the : 
Lord as (houwwert, Tibullus, of the frains 
That iweet & paint an heplefs lover's 
pairs, 
Lone, lous cre execrated Gold from earth 
Aroie to give each tender trefpafS birth, 
r Fall 


the weak, and undermin’d 


‘rong. 
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Full many a Mifirefs knew, like thine, 
the art 

To fport with vows, and praétife on the 
heart. 

Let fage Tradition’s reverend records tell, 

Unbiib’d by Goid, what hoits in batie 
fell, 

Unbrib’d by Gold,—when acorns were 
the food, 

And man with beaft roam’d naked thro” 
the wood, 

Ev'n in thofe times which raptur’d Bards 
have fung, 

When Nature trrumph’d, and the world 
was young, 

Bleft days! whofe charms fo many lays 
rehearfe, 

Bleft days, alas! which only bloom in 
verfe— \ 

Ev'n then let Hift'ry tell what follies fped, 

Affail’d the hut, and thro’ the foreft 
{pread ; 

How daring guilt in proud obtrufion ftood, 

And dy’d his dreadful robe in brothers 
blood ; 

How for and fire, with unrelenting ftrife, 

Enfangwn'd fought each other’s kindred 
lite ; 

How mations flopt the new born infants 
breath, 

And bold (if-flaughter refh'd on impious 
death ; 
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How-darkling error ftain’d the bluthing 
morn, 

And life’s fir rofes bore the pointed 
thorn ; 

How ag:s patt exhibit al! the crimes 

That random Satire aims at modern times; 

How varying Modes alone divide the 
pian 

Betwixt the favage and the focial man; 

How ruder vices now refin’d appear, 

Acopting ftill the fafhion of the year ; 

Conclude we then the vices are the fame, 

Conciude that Man, not Gold, is {till to 
biame. 


Rail then no more at Gold, for plain to 

view 

Behold an antidote and poifon too: 

Oh fave the thining metal from abefe, 

And the heart turns it to a Social ufe ; 

The widow, orphan, and ten thouland 
more, 

Preve that no drofs need harg about the 
ore 5 

Prove, that this glittering treafure may 
difpenfe 

The fterling joys of pure benevolence, 

While from the golden refervoir may 
flow 


Fhe riche flreams of Sympathy below. 


A Description of the Voreantc Istanns of SANTORINI, it 
the Archipelago; with a View of them elegantly engraved on Copper. 


HE ifland of Sastorini, which is fi 

tuated to the north of Candia, and 
to the fouth-weft of Nanphio, was an- 
ciently called Vhera, and hath ever been 
the theatre of the moft interefting phzeno- 
mena. The Ancients were of cpinicn that 
this ifland roe fiom the bofom of the fea, 
as well as Rhoces, Delos, Anepha, &c*. 
Although the inftances, which we fhail, 
hereafter, have cccafion to mention, may 
feem at firlt to favour this opinion, it is 
however entirely deftroyed by an infpec- 
tion of the places, and by the nature of 


the fubftances of which thefe iflands are 
compofed, It does not appear, that we 
can refer the origin of any of them to 
Volcanos. Nor is it am irrational con- 
jecture, that thefe iflands, in common with 
all thofe which compofe the Archipelago, 
are the fummits of Ligh mountains, which 
were totally deluged at fome remote pe- 
rod, when we may fippofe that the 
Euxine Sea was incapable of containing 
the vaft body of waters that were con- 
tinvally poured into it by fuch a mulii- 
tude of rivers +. Thefe waters m‘ght 

have 


* If, to any one of thefe if_lands, we could atirihute a Volcanic origin, it would 
be to Delos, great quantities of pumice-ftones being found there. But may not thee 
have been thrown thither by the Volcano of Santormi, as there are great quantities of 
them fourd in other iflands of the Archipelago, whofe origin is not doubtful ? Per- 
haps, alfo, the ifland of Delos, like the mountains of Auvergne in France, may be 
the fummit of a Volcano that has been extinét for a feries of ages, and long buried 
under the waters of the fea. Nothing but the deepeft refearches into the boweis of tlie 
earth can throw a light upon thefe myfleries ; and thefe are impoflible in a county, 
where the traveller is in a manner obliged to fteal his obferyvations. 

+ Diodorus Sicuius, who flourithed 44 years before Cirift, afferts, that, in hs 
time, the inhabitants of Samothracia, now called Samandrachi, itil preferved the me 
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fave Forced 2 paflage, which no doubt 
was opened to them by fome great earth- 
quake, and, entering by the Bofphorus, 
might have formed this part of the Medi- 
terranean. Since that time, by events of 
which it is eafy to conceive the poflibili- 
ty, the waters ‘of the fea being confidera- 
bly funk, new iflands might be obferved 
to appear on their furface. And fuch, 
in all probability, was the origin of the 
iflands which we have mentioned. 

The Volcanos, far from having given 
birth to the ifle of Thera, have, on the 
contrary, deltroyed a great ‘part of it; 
and, fince that firft epocha, the‘e fubter- 
raneous fires, ever burning, have never 
ceafed to fpread confternation throughout 
all thefe countries. Strabo affures us, that 
this ifland was formerly of an oblong 
figure, and that the name of Calliita, or 
very beautiful, which it received from its 
original. inhabitants, in attefting its an- 
cient fertility, attefted alfo the fad revo- 
Jutions which it had experienced. It can 
hardly be doubted but that, at the time 
of this firft revolution, an immenfe Volca- 
no was opened, which fubverted up all 
that part of the ifland, which was in the 
{pace now occupied by the fea between 
Santorini and Afpronifi, formerly The- 
safia*. This laft is itfelf nothing more 
than a ditmembered part of the ancient 
Callifta, and has been feparated from it 
by the deftruétion of the intervening lands. 
The waters have covered the lands de- 
Rroyed up by the Volcano z and this Vol- 
cano, inceffantly working, hath fince, by 
intervals, thrown up again a past of thefe 
fubttances, which have formed as many 
mountains as there were mouths to this pro- 
digious furnace. The higheft of thefe 
mounta'ns, thofe which were driven up- 
wazds with greater violence, were raifed to 
the fur face of the waters, and their burning 
fummits have formed the iffands which we 
oblerve at prefent, and many others which 
without doubt have funk again into the abyfs 
whence ihey rofe: at leait, we may draw 
this conclufion trom the relation of the Hilto- 
rians, who have mentioned a greater num- 
ber than can now be found. 


mory of this fatal event. And Herodotus, 
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On examining the view of thefe iflands 
which we have annexed, it will be eafy to 
conceive the revolutions in queftion. Al 
the {pace now filled by the fea, between 
Therafia, now Afpronifi, on the left, and 
Santorini on the right, formed a part 
of the great ifleas well as Therafia itfelf. 
A vatt Volcano was kindled, and hare 
deftroved the intervening parts. The 
ifland of Thera, in this part, took thea 
the form of a crefcent, almoft clofed bg 
Therafra. On the whole coaft of this 
gulf, which is formed of feep, black, 
and calcined rocks, one may obferve the 
rims of thefe vaft feats of fire, and, as 
it were, the internal fides of the cru- 
¢eible in which fuch defolation was pre- 
pared. Thefe rims, elevated to more than 
300 feet above the level of the fea, are 
formed of Java, pumice-ftones, and gra- 
nites melted and vitrified; but what 7s 
moft remarkable is the immenfe depth 
of this gulf, the bottom of which has 
never yet been found. What muft be 
the height of the mountains whole sum- 
mits now form thefe new iflands? And 
how inconceivable muft be the violence.of 
thote fires, which could heat fuch a pro- 
digious mafs of water? Does not this 
faét ab‘olutely deftroy the fyttem of thofe 
Naturahtts who place the feat of fire in 
the Volcano in the very befom of the 
mountain, and above the level of the 
earth ? + It is very evident, from the ex- 
ample of Santorini, that the Volcanos only 
have given birth to mountains, in places 
where there were mone before. 

We learn the epocha of the firft revoia- 
ticn, that the ifle of Thera experienced, 
from Pliny, who fays, that Therafia was 
feparated from Thera in the fourth year 
of the 135th Olympiad, which was 237 
years before Chrift f. 

In the year 197 before Chrift, there ap- 
peared a new ifland between Thera aad 
Therafia |]. This was called Hiera, or 
Sacred; a name, which was often given 
to iflands whofe origin appeared to be 
marvellous §. Juftin obfrves, that the 
new ifland was at an equal d:ftance from 
Therafia and from Thera. This pofiioa 


who wrote twenty-two centuries azo, lays 


alfo, that the tradition of it was perpe:uated among all the peop'e of Greece. 
* We mutt not confound this Therafia with the rock which is fituated below Sar 
Nicolo, to which the modern Greeks, without any reafon, have given the fame namic. 


Fournefort calls the latter Thirefia. 


f See Sir Wilham Hamilton's Obfervations on Mount Veluvius, &¢. p, 109 


and 142. 
t Pim. lib. iv. cap. 21. 
4 Juttini Hft lib. xxx. cap. 4. Plot. de 
§ Paul. in Arcad. p. 509, Edu. Xyland, 


Pyth. Orac. Tom. I. 
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is exatly that of the ifland now called 
Great Kammeni, or the Great Burnt 
Ifand. The commotion, which produced 
the ifle of Hiera, was felt at Rhodes, and 
in all Afia. It defolated many cities, 
and totally deitroyed others. 

In the year 46, of the Chriftian sera, 
under the reign of Claudius, another ifle 
appeared, which received the name of 
‘Thia, or Divine *. It is probable, that 
it was fwallowed up in one of the two 
revolutions which we have mentioned ; 
or, pethaps, with ftill greater probability, 
we may fuppofe it to have been united to 
that of Hiera, from which it was diftant 
not quite a quarter of a mile. 

In 713, t or, according to other au- 
thors, in 726, all the phaznomena infe- 
parable from this kind of eruptions ap- 
peared here again with greater violence ; 
but the fubitances, difgorged from the 
bofom of the fea, infead of forming a 
new ifland, were united to that of Hiera. 

In 1427, the fame cautes produced the 
fame effect, and {welled the ifland of 
Hiera with new accretions {. Dapper re- 
jates, that in 1507 an earthquake fwal- 
lowed up a part of the ifland of Santo- 
rini; but he is the only one who men- 
tions this event, and his relation is more- 
over accompanted with circumttances, that 
are fufficient to induce us to call it in 
queftion. 

In 1573» after an eruption that was no 
doubt very violent, appeared the ifland 
now called The little Kamnicnt||. The 
fubftances, of which it is formed, were 
difgorged from fix craters ftill exifting, 

‘In 1650,” fays the Hiltorian of the 
French Academy of Sciences, ‘an erup- 
tion fpread devattation throughout Sanro- 
rini and its environs, but produced nothing 
more than a great bank, which, perhaps, 
will be the foundation of an ifland§.” 

The Academician’s conjecture is pro- 
bably verified by the dreadful eruption in 
1707, which Jatted more than a year, and 
produced a new ifland between the Great 
and the Little Kammeni, but nearer to 


* Seneca, Ib ii. cap. 26. & lib. vi. cap. 


JY Tournefort’s Voyage into the Levant, 


|| Dapper, Hii. de Arch. p- 381. Relat. de Sant-Enni par Je P 


§ Année 1708, gio, p. 26. 
© Miffions du Levant, Tom. I. 126. 


the laft. In the Miffions of the Levant 
there is an accurate relation of all the 
circumftances that accompanied this in- 
terefting event.. The Jefuit, who drew it 
up, was an eye-witnefs, aad an intelli- 
gent man, and writes in a manner that 
infpires one with confidence in his vera- 
city J. It is as follows: 

‘On the 23d of May, 1707, the be- 
ginning of a new ifland was obferved from 
Scaro and the whole coaft of Santorini: 
this has been fince formed between the 
Great and the Little Kammeni. Thofe, 
who firft perceived this phaenomenon, took 
it for the remains of a wreck that might 
be very profitable; but how great was 
their altonifhment, in finding a mafs of 
rocks rifing from the bottom of the wa- 
ters, and extending over their furface! 
This prodigy was preceded by an earth- 
quake, which fpread fuch confternation 
among the inhabitants, as fully juflified 
the unvarying tradition of every former 
difafler. Curiofity, however, foon fuc- 
ceeded to apprehenfion, and fome Greeks 
had the daring boidnefs to land on this 
new ifle. They found it covered with a 
ftone very white and foft; but what was 
more remarkable, they found alfo a great 
quantity of live oylteis, of which haidly 
any had ever been feen in Santorini. 
While they were occupied in gathering 
them, they perceived the earth to move, 
rife under their*feet, and bear them with 
it. Terrified, they leaped into their boat ; 
and a few days afterwards the new ifland 
was obferved to have increafed twenty feet 
in height, and almoft double in breadth. 
For two months this ifland continued to 
receive new accumulations, which fome- 
times, however, were prefently loft. Enor- 
mous rocks, borne upon the waters, ap- 
peared, dilappeared, and, re-appearing, 
at Jength united to the ‘Mend, and in- 
creafed its fize. But a more terrible and 
a more awful phzenomenon was yet to be 
oblerved. 

{ To be continued, ] 


21. Dion. lib. Ix. cap. 29. and others. 
+ Theophanes, Nicephorus, and Cedrenus. 


Vol. I. p. 205. 
. Richard. 


The Count de Choifeul-Gouffier, a philo- 


fophic French Nobleman, who vifited the Archipelago i in the year 1776, obferves, that 
this relation perfeétly coincides with what he learned from an old Latin Priett, aged 80, 
upon whom the different fcenes which this awful event prefented had made an im- 
pieflion, which his extreme old-age could never eradicate. Voyage Pittorefque de 


la Grece. 
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AMERICAN ADVICES. 


From the New-York and the WEEKLY 
Mercury EXTRAORDINARY. 


Extra&t of a Letter from Major-Gene- 
ral Green, dated Camp at Littie- Ri- 
ver, near Ninety-Six, June 20, 1781, 
to General Wafhington. 


N my letter of the oth, I informed 

your Excellency, that the enemy bad 
received a confiderable re-inforcement at 
Charleftown, and that I was apprehenlive 
they would march out and interrupt our 
operations. On the 11th, I got intelli- 
gence they were advancing 5 I immediate- 
ly advanced all the cavalry, with orders 
to General Sumpter, to coliect all the 
force he could and keep in their front, and 
by every means in his powcr to retard 
their march. The enemy paffed him at 
Congaree before he got his troops in mo- 
tion ; afterwards he found it impracticable 
to gain their front. It was my intention 
to have fought them before they arrived at 
Ninety-fix, could I have collected a force 
fufficient for the purpofe. 

We had puthed on our approaches very 
near to the enemy’s works, our third pa- 
rallel was formed round their abbatis, a 
mine and two approaches were within a few 
feet of the ditch. Thefe approaches were 
dire&ted againkt the Star Fort, which ttands 
upon the left of the town, as we approach- 
ed it from the Saluda. On the night, our 
approaches were very near the enemy's re- 
doubt; this was a ftrong ftockade fort, 
with two block-houfes init. Thefe two 
works flanked the town, which is picket- 
ed in with ftrong pickets, a ditch round 
the whole, and a bank raifed near the 
height of a common parapet. Befides thefe 
fortifications were feveral little flufhes in 
different parts of the town, and ail the 
works communicated with each other by 
covered ways. We had raifed feveral bat- 
teries for cannon, one upwards of 20 feet 
high, within 140 yards of Star Fort, to 
command the works, and a rifle-battery 
alfo within 30 yards, to prevent the ene- 
my from annoying our woikmen. For the 
lait ten Cays not a man could thew his 
head but he was immediately fhot down, 
and, the firing was almoft inceffint day 
and night. In this itage of the apyroaches 
I found the enemy ‘0 near us that it would 
be impoflib!e to reduce the place without 
hazarding aftorm. This, from the pecu- 
liar freroth of the place, could only be 
warranted by the faxce!s of a partial at- 


tempt to make a lodgement on one of the 
curtains of the Star redoubt, and a viso- 
rous pufh to carry the right-hand work. 
The di{potition was formed, and the at- 
tack made; Lieut. Col. Lee, with his 
legion infantry, and Capt. Kirkwood’s 
light infantry, made the attack on the 
right; and Lieut. Col. Campbell, with 
the firit Maryland and the firtt Virginia re- 
giments, was to have ftormed the Star re- 
doubt, which is their principal woik, and 
ftands upon the left: the parapet of this 
work is near 12 feet high, and raifed with 
fand-bags near three feet more. Lieut. 
Duvall, of the Maryland line, and Lieut. 
Selden, of the Virginia line, led on the 
forlorn hope, followed by a party with 
hooks to pull down the fand-bags, the 
better toenable them to make the lodge- 
ment. A furious cannonade precluded the 
attack. On the right, the enemy were 
driven out of their works, and our people 
tock pofleffion of them ; on the left never 
was greater bravery exhibited than by 
the parties led on by Duvall and Selden ; 
but they were not fo fuccefsful. They 
entered the enemy's ditch and made every 
exertion to get down the fand-bags, which, 
from the depth of the ditch, height of the 
parapet, and under a galling fire, was ren- 
dered difficult. Finding the enemy de- 
fenced their works with great obitinacy, 
and feeing but little profpect of fucceeding 
without heavy lo‘s, I ordered the attack 
to be pufhed no further, 

The behaviour of the troops on this oc- 
cafion deferves the higheft commendation 5 
both the Officers that entered the ditch 
were wounded, and the greater part of 
their men were either killed or wounded. 
I have only to lament, that fuch brave 
men fell in an unfuccefsful attempt. 

Capt. Armftrong, of ihe firft Maryland 
regiment, was killed, and Capt. Benfon, 
who commanded the regiment, was woun- 
ced at the head of the trenches. In both 
attacks we had upwards of go men ki'led 
and wounded; the lofs was principally at 
the Star Fort, and in the enemy’s ditch, 
the other parts being all undercover. The 
attack was continued three quarters of an 
hour; and as the enemy was greatly ex- 
poted to the fire of the rifle-battery and ar- 
tillery, they muft have fuffered greatly. 
Our artillery was well {erved, and I believe 
did great execution. 

The troops have undergone incredible 
hardthips during the fieye; and, though 

the 
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the iffue was not fuccefsful, I hope their 
exertions will merit the approbation of 
Congrets. 

We continued -the fiege until the enemy 
got within a few miles of us, having pre- 
vioufly fent off all our fick, wounded, and 

fpare thores. 

Return of the Killed, Wounded, and 

Miffing, during the Siege of Ninety- 
Six, in South-Carolma. 

Total. Killed 57; wounded 70; 
mifling 20. 

Capt. Armftrong of the Maryland line, 
killed ; Capt. Benton, and Lieut. Duvall, 
Wounded, Capt. Bentley, of the Virginia 
fine, prifoner ; Lieutenants Evans, Miller, 
and Selden, wounded. Colonel Kofcu- 
alzko, Chief Engineer, was flightly woun- 
ded. 

O. H. Wittiams, D. A. G. 

Publithed by order of Congres, 

Cuarutes THOMPsoON, Secretary. 


From the New York GazetTrTe. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 


New-York, Julv 4. 

IN confequence of the Commander in 
Chief's report of theexpedition under Biig- 
adier General Arnold to Chetapeak, in Ja- 
nuary lalt, his Excellency has received a 
letter from Lord George Germaine, one 


of his Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of 


State, of which the following is an ex- 
tra&t : 

« I have received the King’s commands 
to fignify to you his Majefty’s pleafure 
that you do acquaint Brigadier general 
Arnold, Lieutenant-colonels Dundas and 
Simcoe, and the other Officers and foldiers 
under his command, that their condué 
and behaviour are approved of by his Ma- 


jefty.” 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS to our CORRESPONDENTS. 


F Juvenis will fudy the tales of an Addifon, a Hawkefworth, anda Johnfon, be will learn 
in what confifts the peculiar excellency of Ea sfeern compyjition. He, that would aim at fupe~ 
riority, muf? be content, at firft, with mode imitation. 


R’s guery is received, 
mente 


The folution of it, we apprebend, would afford wery little entertain- 


We entirely agree with F. R. S. in bis fentiments of the back in queftion. We foall be alway 
Sap py in this Gentl eman’s communications; but, at the fame time, we imagine that this beaut if 
production of the moft celebraced author of the age is already too well known to our readers, 10 


vender any extradis from it neceffary. 


We thank the True Briton for bis bints, to which be will not find us inattentive: but when 
Bis Old Friend next indulges b imfelf in a tragedy i invective, be will be fo obliging as to intorm 
him, that, in a Mifcellany calculated to pleaje a variety of taftesy a fe Ww readers may, poftly, 
be difcontented with a fingle article ; but we cannot, furely, be-effentially faulty, while we cons 
tinue to receive the moft folid and the maft flatte ring marks of public approbation ¢ F 

© Who hope: perfection brecks $ down Nature's fence, 
© And [purns the mod fi bounds of fober fenfe. 

W., B’s Verfes on the Death of a Daughter contain fame pretty lines. 
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Madrid, Augult 10. 

ETTERS from the camp at St, 

Roche received here, dated July 30, 
advife, that nothing of importance heth 
happened in the camp, or in the Bay ,fince 
the zoth, on which day Te Dcum was 
fung by way of folemn thankigiving, on 
account of the taking of Penfacola; and 
that all the batteries of the Jines and ihe 
corps of the army fired a triple difchaige 
of cannon, as did feveral of the forts and 
men of war ftationed near to Algefiras. 
Bot secolle€ting that the garrifon at Gi- 
braltar had, on a like occafion, made a 
public rejoicing, the befiegers propofed to 
imitate them, and loaded their cannon 
with ball, dieing them in fuch a man- 
mer as to annoy the enemy, which obliged 
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them to abandon their works with preci- 
pitations having had a number of men 
killed and wounded. 

The foilowing days the befieged fired 
feveral fhot on our troops, but without 
effe&. The enemy continue their wo:ks 
with additional vigour; they have placed 
part of their camp on a more elevated fi- 
tuation than before, and furrcund: 
with lines and other fortifications. I: 
alfo been obferved that they have a cifler- 
ent manner of pointing their mortars, 
and that they fire them at thole places 
where the bomb-veffels ufed to he placed. 
They, no doubt, take thefe precauuions 
for the better direStion of their fise in cale 
of emergency. 

Rittoiic C al 
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Hiftorical Chronicle for September. 


September r. 
St. James's, September 1, 1781. 

Extract of a Letter oe General E]- 
liot, Governor of Gibraltar, to the 
Earl of Hillfborough, One of his 
Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of 
State, dated Gibraltar, Aug. 8, 1781. 

Efterday morning I received your dif- 
patch of the 20th of July, with the 

inclofure, by his Majefty’s floop Helena, 
Capt. Roberts, who arrived by dint of 
perfeverance and bravery, with the affif- 
tance of our two gun-boats (the Van- 
guard and Repulfe) towed into the Bay, 
and pofted by Captain Curtis himfelf. He 
pérfonally conduéted their attack in his 
barge with diftinguithed fuccefs, notwith- 
fanding a conftant and heavy fire of 
round and grape from the enemy’s gun- 
boats for nearly two hours: The particu- 
lars of Capt. Roberts’s gallant behaviour 
and his thip will, no doubt, be tranfmitted 
by Captain Curtis; but as he (Captain 
Curtis) is not a man to {peak of any tranf- 
ation fo highly redounding to his own 
honour, on my part it is an indifpenfable 
duty to inform your Lordfhip, that his zeal 
for the fervice is fcarcely to be paralleled, 
in forwarding every operation than can 
any way contribute to our comfort or de- 
fence. 

Extraét of a Letter from Captain Cur- 
tis to Mr. Stephens, dated Brilliant, 
Gibraltar, Auguft 7. 

I beg you will be pleafed to acquaint 
my Lords Commiffioners, that his Majef- 
ty’s floop Helena atrived here this morn- 
ing. 

Her approach was difcovered by the 
enemy and us at the fame time, about five 
o'clock, She was in the Gut, to the 
Southward of Cabarita Poin:, and nearly a 
third of the way over from it towards Eu- 
ropa. It was perfectly calm, and the Hele- 
na was rowing for the rock. I immediately 
took the Repuife and Vanguard gun: boats, 
with all the boats of the fhips, and went 
for her as expeditioufly as poffible. Four- 
teen gun-boats of the enemy, carrying 
each one twenty-fix- pounder in the bow, 
moved alfo from Algeziras, accompanied 
by feveral lauriches. Thefe boats got on 
fatter than I could proceed with the Re- 
pulfe and Vanguard, and before eight 
o'clock, thofe of them the moft advanced 


commenced their fire upon the Helena, 
being then within half gun fhot. Sh? 
returned it with great deliberation and 
effect, but ftill continuing to ufe her oars. 
The greater part’ of the gun boats were 
foon clofe to her, and the clouds of grape 
and ovher fhot that feemed almoft to bury 
her, were really aftonifhing. However 
fhe did not, without fome aid, bear Jong 
this very unequal combat. The Repuife 
and Vanguard began a well-dire&ted fire 
upon the enemy, being fo piaced as was 
deemed the moft efficacious to cover the 
Helena, and annoy them. The com- 
mencement of the fea breeze having got to 
the Helena, the foon reached us, the 
enemy {till perievering in their attempt 
upon her; fome of them firing at her 
broadfide, and others keeping a ftern, ra- 
king her. However, the fteadinefs and 
bravery exhibited on board the Helena, and 
the well-applied grape from the Repulft 
and Vanguard, very foon made them re- 
tire ; and they all fled by ten o'clock, ale 
Jowing us to tow the Helena into the Mole 
without farther moleftation. A xebeck, 
mounting between 20 and 30 guns, which 
was lying near to Cabarita Point, got 
under way when the breeze came, and 
advanced to join the gun-boats ; but, upon 
feeing them retire, fhe retired alfo. 

The matts, fails, rigging and furniture 
of the Helena are cut all to pieces, and 
the hull a good deal damaged; but it is 
wonderful, as it is fortunate, the boat- 
fwain was the only man who was killed 
on board her. 

The bravery, the coolnefs, and the ju- 
dicious conduct of Captain Roberts * do 
him infinite honour: His Officer's and 
men de(ferve the higheft commendation. 

This day at noon the Lord Mavor held 
a wardmote in the veltry of St. Mary-le- 
Bow Church, Cheapfide, for the eleétion 
of an Alderman of Cordwainer’s ward, 
in the room of the late Alderman Hay- 
ley, deceafed. 

Two Candidates only offered, viz. 
William Pickett, Efq; Citizen and Golds 
fmith, and Barnard Turner, Efq; Cap- 
tain of the City Affociation ; both thefe 
Gentlemen addreffed the Affembly in the 
ulval manner. 

Upon the fhow of hands, which were 

x held 


* Capt. Roberts was firft Lieutenant of the Quebeck with Capt. Farmer, whes 
Se was burnt in the action with the Surveillante, 
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held up twice, to prevent miltake, the 
Lord-Mayor declared the Majority to be 
in favour of Mr. Turner, buta Poll was 
demanded by the friends of Mr. Pickett ; 
however, Mr. Pickett foon after thought 
proper to relinquifb the conteft, in a hand- 
fome fpeech, expreffive of his high opinion 
of Mr. Tearner, and wifhing him health 
to enjoy the Gown. 
September 4. 

Yefterday afternoon, about five o’clock, 
a difturbance broke out in New-prifon, 
Clerkenwell, which has been fome time 
expected, on account of the great number 
of prifoners confined there (upwards of 
200) there being no part of Newgate te- 
nable but the condemned cells. Several 
Magiftrates aflembled on Saturday, and 
took every precaution in their power, A 
woman brought a hanger concealed into 
the prifon, with which the ringleader ar- 
med himfeif, rufhed between the gates, 
and attacked the Turnkey, but was fortu- 
nately feifed, and feverely wounded in the 
firuggle: the moft active of the prifoners 
had in the mean time forced the others, 
with drawn knives, to join them in a ge- 
neral attempt to force open the gates; but 
the fentinels being now alarmed, a Ser- 
jeant’s Guard, which attends the prifon, 
turned out, and fired about fifty thot into 


the prifon-yard, by which three prifoners 
were killed, and twelve wounded: The 
prifoners then fubmitted, and were pro- 
perly fecured. 

The ringleader in the above riot was 
——— Trentham, who had got his irons 
entirely off; the fecond was one Lee, 


commnitted for coining, whole trons were 
fawed {fo nearly through, that a flight 
touch with the fingers would have broke 
them afunder ; and the third was a man 
for houfe-breaking. Thele three were 
killed. 

September 6. 

Yefterday the fix following prifoners 
were carried from Newgate and executed 
at Tyburn, viz. John Lumley, Benjamin 
Fitrer, and George Boltor, for wounding 
John Bryan, in Blue Court, Saffron-hill, 
and robbing him of a handkerchief and 
7s. in the fuitcart. William Gough, for 
robbing John Avery on the highway, of 
a gold watch, gold chain, four gold feals, 
and two guineas, &c. Charles ‘Thompfon 
(concerned with Mary Young, who was 
refpited) for ftealing a filver tankard, a 
filver pint mug, and other plate, at the 
hovfe of Jofiua Humphreys, in Bear- 
yard, Clare-market, where they lodged ; 


and Joleph Brafley, forrobsing John Udell 
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on the highway of a filver watch, a feel 
chain, &c. in the fecond cart. ‘They all 
behaved in a manner becoming their un- 
happy circumftances. 

September 7. 

On Tuefday died of their wounds two 
more of the rioters who were fhot by the 
foldiers in New-prifon, Clerkenwell. 

Yeiterday the Coroner’s Inquelt fat on 
the bodies of the prifoners who were thot 
by the fentinels on Monday afternoon in 
New-prifon, and brought in their verdic& 
¢ Juftifiable Homicide.’ 

September 13. 

Yeflerday the Seflion began at the 
Old-bailey, when 18 prifoners were tried, 
three of whom were capitally convicted, 
viz. Henry Jones, for robbing Lady 
Drake, in Bufhy-park, of a gold watch, 
and a purfe containing four guineas and a 
half ; James Buckley and Thomas Shen- 
ton, for robbing John Morfer on the high- 
way in the New-road near Pancras; feven 
were convicted of larceny, and eight ac- 
quitted. 

This day the Parliament, which ftood 
prorogued till the 13th of the prefent 
month, was further prorogved till the 18th 
of O&ober. Lord Mansfield attended as 
Speaker, in the abfence of the Chancellor. 

September 15. 

Yefterday both houfes of Convocation 
met in Weftminfter-abbey, and further 
adjourned to the 19th of October. 

September 39. 

Yefterday the Seffions ended at the Old 
Bailey, when 22 capital conviéts received 
judgment of death. 

‘The Recorder, when he paffed fentence 
on the 22 capital convicts yetterday, re- 
marked, that the number of offenders 
every Seffions fhewed fo much the increafe 
of vice, that he was afraid it would be- 
come necellary to withhold mercy, by way 
of deterring in the utmoft degree the repe- 
tition of thofe daring robberies which had 
lately alarmed the metropolis: He faid 
the experiment had been tried with fuc- 
cels, at a time like the prefent, when the 
town abounded with defperadoes, to con- 
demn all to their fentence, and he did ap- 
prehend the dreadful trial would be renew- 
ed. He therefore advifed the conviéts to 
a ferious and unfeigned repentance. 

The Seffions of the Peace is adjourned 
until Tuefday the 2d of Oétober next at 
Guildhall, and the Seffions of Gaol Deli- 
very of Newgate until Wednelday the 
17th day of OStober at the Oid- bailey. 

September 18. 
The garrifon at Minorca confifts of the 
gut 
$ 
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grit regiment, 880 men ; Grit ditto, 94.0; 
Prince Erneft’s Hanoverians, 1000; Gold- 
acker’s ditto, 8203; Artificers, goo. This, 
with 1500 Militia, make up the total force 
ef the ifland. 

September 19. 

The fo!lowing Eait-Indiamen are taken 
up by the Company, in addition to thofe 
already intended to be-employed in their 
fervice the following feafon, which will 
make in all twenty-feven {ail : 

Bute Britith King, 
Ankerwyke, Europa, 
Shrewfbury, Godfrey, 
Talbot, Royal George. 
Gatton, 

Every Eaft-Indiaman which goes out 
this enfuing feafon will take a quota of 
foldiers for the fervice of the Company, 
amounting to 260 for each thip. As 27 
fhips are in the whole to fail, this will 
conititute altogether, an Army of 6020 
men, Thefe foldiers will fill the thips fo 
completely, that an order has been given, 
that no ladies fhall be received on board 
as paflengers, which is a very unufual 
prohibition. The Captains of the differ- 
ent vellels have been alfo abridged in their 
privilege of private quantity, the efta- 
blithed weight which they have been per- 
mitted to carry, for years back, on their 
own account, having been fifty-fix ton, 
and it is now reduced to eighteen, for the 
conveyance of the foldiers ; but as a com- 
penfation for this diminution in the quan- 
tity, they have been permitted to carry 
copper, which was previoufly prohibited ; 
and this article bears fo high a value in 
India, that it is thought the eighteen ton 
of that freight will be equal in profit to 
the 56 tons of any other materials. 

September 22. 

Laft night advice was received from 
Ireland, of the fafe arrival of Ser George 
Rodney from the Leeward Iflands. He 
came home in the Gibraltar man of war 
of 80 guns, Capt. Knatchbull. He fail- 
ed from St. Kitt's about the 4th of Au- 
guit, and left the homeward-bound fleet 
all well 300 leagues from the Iflands, un- 
der convoy of the Panther man of war, 
of 60 guns, and two frigates. He like 
wife brings advice, that Admiral Hood 
had failed for New-York ; and that Gene- 
ral Vaughan was coming home in the Bo- 
reas frigate. 

A general meeting of the pronrietors of 
Bank Stock, agreeably to adveruiement in 
the Gazette for that purpofe, was held at 
the great room in the Bank co Wednef- 
day lait, to determing by Ballet the fol- 
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lowing queftion : if it was the fenfe of the 
Proprietors to increafe their dividend one 
half per cent. which was carried, fo that 
it will now be fix per cent. ——Thurfday 
the faid proprietors had a general meeting 
in order to confirm the ballot of the prece- 
ding day, and alfo to make a call of eight 
per cent. on the capitc! Stock of the Com- 
pany, which was agreed to, and to be 
paid in as under— 
—1 per Cent. the 19th of O&ober 

2 per Cent. the 2o0'h of December. 

2 per Cent. the 17th of January. 

3 per Cent. the rsth of February. 
--— 

8 per Cent. which will make an in- 
creale to their Capital Stock of 

$62,400 
30,780,000 former Capital. 


11,642,400 £ their Capital Stock now. 
So that the interett at 6 per cent. will be 
698,544]. per annum. 

St. James's, September 11. This morn 
ing a Meflenge arrived at the office of the 
Earl of Hilifborough, one of bis Majef- 
ty’s principal Secretaries of State, with a 
letter to bis Lordfhip from Sir Horace 
Mann, Bit. and K. B. his Majetty’s 
Envoy Extraordinary at Florence, inclof- 
ing a letter from Lieutenant- general Mor- 
ray, Governor of Minorca, dated St. 
Philip’s Caftle, Auguft 19, in which the 
Governor gives an account, that a divifion 
of the Spanifh fleet and tranfports was 
pufhing that morning to the eait part of 
the harbour of Mahon, with an intention 
as was fuppofed, to Jand troops in that 
quarter; and that another divifion ap- 
peared to be going to the weft part of the 
harbour. The Governor adds, that he 
had been for fome time apprifed of the in- 
tention of the enemy, was perfectly pre- 
pared to receive them; that the garrifon 
was in high health and fpirits, and that he 
had no doubt of making a vigorous re- 
fiftance. 

Eaft-India Houle, Sept. 17, 1781. 

By accounts reccived over land from 
Bombay, dated the 31ft of March, and 
30th of April, 1781, the Eait India Com- 
pany are informed, that the terms offered 
to the Marhattas for peace had not been 
accepted 

That every acquifition propofed by the 
Government of Bombay to be made in the 
courfe of the war having been accom- 
plithed, they had taken meafures, in con- 
cert with General Goddard, to confine 
their future operations to a mere plan of 
defence 5 to the fecurity and prefervauon 

a ® © 
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of thofe acquifitions, and of the Compa- 


ny’s other pofleffions ; to the fafety of 


Bombay ; to the reduction of their extra- 
ordinary military charges; to rendering 
affiltance, fo far as in their power, to the 
Prefidency of Fort St. George ; for which 
purpofe, preparations was making to fend 
back all the troops of that Prefidency ; 
and by which meafure the Army under 
General Coote would be coniiderably 
ftrengthened. 

In purfuance of this plan, Gen. God- 
dard relinquifhed poflefion of Bhore Gaut, 
where he had propofed to form a fortified 
poft, and marched the Army to Panwell, 
to lodge his ftores and baggage, and in 
order to proceed according to the fyitem of 
defence betore concerted. 

During the march of the Army, it was 
very much harrafled by numerous bodies 
of horfe and foot, who prefled upon the 
Company's troops with a degree of bold- 
nes imputed only to their exultation at the 
appearance ef a retreat. The Company’s 
troops behaved with their accuitomed 
firmnefs and refolution 3 baffled every ef- 
fort of the enemy to make an impreffion, 
either on the line or baggage ; but as the 
country was favourable for the mode of 
attack obferved by the enemy, the Com- 


pany’s troops, during two days march, 
fuftained a lofs of three Officers and fifty- 
five men killed, and fifteen Officers and 


three hundred and ninety-three men 
wounded ; few or none of the privates 
killed or wounded were Europeans: but 
Colonel Parker, who commanded the rear 
Guard, was one of the Officers mortally 
wounded, 

The lateft advices relative to the affairs 
of Fort St. George are alfo contained in 
the above letters from Bombay; and con- 
firm the accounts, that the French fleet 
left the coaft of Coromandel io February 
without landing any affiftance for Hyder 
Ally,.or doing any material damage. 
The pofition ot General Coote’s Army, 
and his having burnt all the boats at Pon- 
dicherty, prevented the French from get- 
ting any fupply of provifions from the 
fhore, for which they feemed much dif- 
trefled. 

The letter of the 31ft of March ftates, 
that General Coote had retaken Carangoly, 
and the enemy withdrawn the troops with 
which for many weeks they had been be- 
fieging Velore, Permacoil, and Wandi- 
wath ; that Hyder was alfo employed in 
removing his heavy cannon and ttores from 
Arcot ; but it then feemed to be the ge- 
neral opinion he would not withdraw his 
Army without hazarding a battle, 
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The letter of the 30th of April ftates, 
that country intelligence, colleéted by Mr. 
Stewart at Goa, mentions Hyder having 
quitted the Carnatick. 

The letier of the 30th of April con- 
cludes with an account of Colonel Camac 
having gained a very complete victory over 
Mhudage Scindia. ‘Fhe Colonel had 
been obliged to retreat, and was harrafled 
for four days together by a very powerful 
Army. After the fourth day’s retreat, 
the Colonel countermarched a detachment 
from his Army in the night, with which 
he got in the rear of the enemy, and at- 
tacked their camp, which was forced and 
plundered, and two guns, four elephants, 
and a large booty, fell into his hands, 
Several accounts concur, that the ‘enemy's 
lofs amounted to eight thoufand men, and 
Scindia himfelf efcaped with difficulty 
to Seronge, attended by only a few horfe- 
men. 

Yefterday being St. Matthew's day, 
according to annual cuftom, Mr. Alder- 
man Alfop, Prefident of Chrift’s- hofpi- 
tal, accompanied by the Aldermen Wool- 
dridge and Kitchen, with the Sheriffs, and 
Governors of the feveral city hofpitals, 
attended divine fervice at Chrift-church, 
After a fermon by the Rev. Mr. Penn, 
they proceeded to the Manfion-houle, 
where two orations were fpoken ; one in 
Latin by Edward Thornton ; another in 
Engiith by Lancelot Pepys Stephens, the 
two ienior icholars of the Grammar: {chool. 

September 23. 

Yefterday came on at Guildhall the 
eleCtion of a Reprefentative in Parliament 
for this city, in the room of George Hay- 
ley, Efq; deceafed. The two Candidates 
were tbe Lord-Mayor and Alderman 
Clak. The Court being opened by the 
Common Cryer, the Recorder and City 
Remembrancer came forward on the hul- 
tings, and acquainted the Livery with the 
bulinefs of the day. After the ufual ce- 
remonies were obferved, the two Candi- 
dates were put in nomination ; and on the 
fhew of hands, the Sheriffs were of opinion 
the choice kad fallen on the Lord-Mayor, 
but to remove ail doubt they were put up 
a fecond time, when the fhew appearing 
greatly in favour of the Lord-Mayor, 
his Lordthip was declared duly eleéted. 
He addretled the Livery in a fpeech of fome 
length, thanking them for the honour 
they had conferred on him, and promifing 
to exert his utmolt endeavours on every 
occafion to fupport the conttitution of his 
country, and the rights and privileges of 
his fellow citizens. Mr. Alderman Clark 
alfo fpoke afew words on the occalion. 


A poll 
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A poll was then demanded in favour of underftanding and integrity, as well as of 


Alderman Clark, which began at three 
o'clock and clofed at five. 
Lonpon GAZETTE. 
Saturday, Sept. 22. 

St. James's, Sept. 22. This being the 
anniverfary of their Majeftics Coronation, 
the Park and Tower guns were fired at 
noon, and in the evening there were illu- 
minations and other public demonftrations 
of joy. : . 

{The fame Gazette contains the Capi- 
tulation of the Ifland of Tobago between 
the Count de Grafle and the Marquis de 
Bouillé on the one part, and George Fer- 
gufon, Efq; Commander in Chief of the 
Ifand of ‘Tobago, and Major Stanhope, 
Commander of his Britannic Majefty’s 
forces in the faid ifland on the other part. 
By which capitulation the garrifon weve 
allowed to march out of the forts, &c. 
with all the Honours of War. ] 

Extracts from a Letter written by Lard 
George Gordon to Lord Southampton, 
Groom of the Stole to his Royal High- 
nefs the Prince of Wales, dated Wel- 
beck-ftreet, September 3, 1781. 

* My Lord, ’ 

* The Committee of Cosrefpondence for 
the Proteftant intereft at Edinburgh, have 
done me the honour to intruft to my care a 
very valuable book, to be delivered to his 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales. 

Lord George then informs L. S. of the 
title of the book which he wifhes to pre- 
fent to his Royal Highnefs—*‘ Scotiand's 
oppofition to the Popi/ bill,’ adding at the 
fame time, a kind of table of contents ; 
and thus proceeds : 

‘ I think it right to fend this informa- 
tion to your Lordfhip, that you may ac- 
quaint the Prince of Wales I havea Book 
of fuch confequence to deliver into his 
Royal Highnefs’s own hands ; and that I 
humbly wait his Royal Highnefs’s pleafure 
to know when and where [ fhail have the 
honour of prefenting it to him > My with 
is, at the fame time that I do my duty to- 
wards the people of Scotland, to comply 
with all the forms and ceremonies of his 
Royal Highnefs’s Eftablifhment in ap- 
proaching the Heir Apparent, of the Houfe 
of Hanover, on a public fubject of the 
deepeft political confideration. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
G. Gorpon. 
€P.S,—I have had the honour to re- 
ceive great civilities from your Lordthip 
both in London and at Paris, and I have 
not forgot them. I have always looked 
wp to your Lordfiip as a man of good 


tae moft agreeable and refined manners. 
I believe the public alfo, in general, think 
your Lorcthip very well qualified for the 
high and important office of Firft Lord in 
the Eftablifhment of his Royal Highnefs 
the Prince of Wales ; and I have no doubt 
but your Lordthip will ufe the utmoft of 
your abilities in guarding the Heir Appa- 
rent, of the Houfe of Hanover, again 
thofe principles and praétices which We, 
in Scotland, could not put up with even 
under our own, antient, hereditary, and 
Royal Family of the Houfe of Stuart 
from whofe loins your Lordthip is de- 
{cended. 

* Permit me to affure your Lordthip, I 
don’t mention your Royal Defcent as any 
blemifh. On the contrary, I think it very 
noble. But I with indeed to remind your 
Lordfhip, in a ferious manner, that, We 
Noblemen, whofe ancient families have 
been fo clofely related, allied, and attached 
to the Royal Houfe of Stuart in former 
times of dangerous politicks, have the dif. 
cerning eyes of the true Proteftant people 
throughout Europe, and America, moft 
fieadily fixed upon ws at this prefent mo- 
ment: Therefore, our advice and condu& 
(as faithful friends to the Houfe of Hano- 
ver, being Proteftants} ought to be exem- 
plarily decided in fupport of Reforraation 
and Revolution principles.” 

Lord Southampton’s Anfwer to Lord 
George Gordon. 
© My Lord, 

* HIS Royal Highnefs is out of town 
at prefent : when I have an opportunity E 
will lay your letter before him. 

* I beg leave to apprize your Lordthip 
that the Prince of Wales (not having a 
Court) gives no audience. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
Sept. 6, 1731. SOUTHAMPTON.” 
September 27. 

At the clofe of the poll yelterday at 
Guildhall, the numbers were, 

For Sir Watkin Lewes 1894 
Alderman Clark 1734 

As the prefent poll for Member will 
terminate on Saturday, and the return of 
the wiit by the prefent Sheriffs is intended 
to be made on the Tuefday following, the 
Sherifls Ele&, proviced no ferutiny be des 
manded, will be {worn into ofice on Wed- 
netday next at Guildhall, and on Thurf- 
day at the Court of Exchequer. The en- 
tertainments on both thofe occafions will 
be given at Stationers-bail, as they were 
in the fhrievaliy of the Aldermen Wright 


and Pugh in 1779. 
BIRTHS, 
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SIR THRE. 
A Daughter to the Lady of Edmund 
Cradock Hartopp, Eig; at his houfe 
near Exeter. 

A daughter to the Lady of Sir Robert 
Smith, at his houfe in Pierpoint-ftreet, 
Bath. 

A daughter to the Lady of Owen 
Ormiby, Efq; in Welbeck-ftreet, Caven- 
difh-fquare. 

MARRIAGES. 
D*: Pigott, Phyfician, at Mansfield in 
Nottinghamfhire, to Mifs Becker, of 
Southwell. 

Charles Chaplin, Eig; nephew to the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Exeter, to Mifs 
Taylor, of Lincoln. 

John Thomas, Efq; an Officer in the 
Gloucetterfhire militia, to Mifs Parker, of 
Gloucefter. ' 

Rev. Mr. Honeywood, to Mrs. Wake, 
eldeft daughter of the Rev. Dr. Wake, 
Prebendary of Weftininfter, and Rector of 
Eaft-Knoyle. 

Dr. Saunders, of Jeffries fquare, to 
Mifs Cherry Ward, of Kenfington. 

Geo. Bailey, Efq; of Whietftone, to 
Mifs Adley, of the fame place. 

John Farr, Efq; of Cote, in the conn- 
ty of Suffolk, to Mifs Lee, fecond dawgh- 
ter of Richard Ayton Lee, Efq; of Lom- 
bard ftreet, Banker. 

Capt. Cubitt, of the Weft Norfolk mi- 
litia, to Milfs Finley, daughter of the Rev. 
Juftice Finley, of Burton, in Lincolnfhire. 

John Napper, Efq; of Tintinhutt, So- 
merfethhire, to Miis Walth, eldeft daugh- 
ter of Philip Waifh, Efqg; Captain in the 
royal navy. 

DEATHS. 
T HE Lady of Sir Thomas Gage, Bart. 
of Cobham-hall, near Bury St. Ed- 
mund, 

Mis. Bentham, relié&t of Jofeph Bentham, 
Eq; at Ely, formerly printer to the Uni- 
verlity of Cambridge. 

Frederick Atherton Hindley, Efq; late 
cf Twickenham. 

Right Hon. Dorothy, Countefs of Har- 
borough, Lady of the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Harborough, of Stapleford, in 
Leicefterfhire. 

Rev. Mr. Marriot, Prebendary of 
Weftminiler, and Rector of Michael Baf- 
fithaw, Bafinghall-ftreet. 

Thomas Biynham, Efq; Barrifer at 
Law, late of the King’s-bench Walk, 
Inner-temple. 

Rev. Archdeacon Weld, at Cork, in 
Treland. 

Jeremiah Street, Efq; lately arrived 
from Jamaica. 
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Jofeph Letch, Efq; at South-End, near 
Dagenham. 

Dr. John Letch, F. R. S. 

Thomas Gooch, Bart. of Benacre- hal] 
in Suffolk. 

Wiiliam Grove Hancorne, Efq; at his 
chambers in Gray’s-Inn. 


> 


PREFERMENT S&S, 
R EV. James Hallifax, Doétor of Laws, 
to be Bithop of Gloucefter. 

Rev. Mr. Thomas Henderfon, to the 
Church and Parith of Dryfedale, in the 
Prefbytery of Lochmaben, and Shire of 
Dumfries. 


PROMOTIONS. 
MB: Charles Shaw, to be Ordinary 

Clerk and Keeper of the Regifter of 
Seafines for the thire of Ayr. 

Charles Middleton, Efq; Comptroller 
of his Majefty’s navy, to the dignity of a 
Baron. 

Charles Hanbury, Efq; to be his Ma- 
jefty’s Agent and Conful in the circle of 
Lower Saxony, and the free cities of Bre- 
men and Lubeck, 

John Staples, Efq; to be one of the 
Counfellors of the Governor-general and 
Council of the Prefidency of Fort- William, 
in Bengal, in the room of Phillip Francis, 
E{q; who has refigned. 


WAR-OFFICE, Sepremeer, 4. 
Sixth reg. dragoons, John Pare, Lieute- 
nant. 

2d reg. foot, Ponfonby Watts, Licu- 
tenant. 

18th reg. foot, Finch Mafon, Lieute- 
nant. 

44th reg. foot, Robert Robinfon, Lieu- 
tenant. 

52d reg. foot, John Fothergill, Lieu- 
tenant. 

73d reg. foot, 2d battalion, Alexander 
M‘ixenzie, Captain. 

8Sth reg. foot, James Chriftie, Captain- 
lieutenant. 

gsth reg. foot, Frederick St. John, of 
88th foot, tobe Captain of a company. 

96th reg. foot, Feftus Kelly, Lieute- 
nant ; Thomas Townley Parker, Lieu 
tenant. 

97th reg. foot, Thomas Maurice, Chap- 
lain. 

Lord Fauconherg’s rez. foot, T 
Phipps, Lieutenant. 

Capt. John Lord Elphinftone, of the 
Invalids, to be Lieutenant-governor of 
Edinburgh Cattle. 

Hon. Major Malcolm Ramfay, of 83d 

fvot, 





FOR SEPTEMBER, 1781, 


foot, to be deputy Adjutant-general to 
the forces in North- Britain. 
SEPTEMBER 11. 

+ sthreg. light dragoons, Geo. Churchill, 
Major; William Martin, Captain of a 
troop, Samuel Wright, Lieutenant. 

zoth reg. light dragoons, Robert 
Waugh, ‘Lieutenant. 

Colditream reg. foot guards. 
Edwards Freemantle, Adjutant. 
"asth reg. foot, John Ros, Lieutenant. 

7sth reg. foot, James Weit, Lieutenant, 

Sgth reg. foot, Samuel Edwards, Cap- 
tain ; Alexander Duke, Lieutenant, 

Major-commandant Dalrymple’s corps 
of foot; Fiancis Pyne, Lieut. George 
Lodewick Schrater, Lieutenant. 

Independent company of foot, William 
Carruthers, Captain. 

Independent company of foot, Chrifto- 
pher Aldfworth, Captain, Henry Pem- 
berton, Lieutenant ; Capain Robert Gar- 
den’s independent company of foot. 

B—K—TS—Fiom the GAZETTE. 

Homas Price, of St. Andiew, Hol- 
born, tinman. 

John Middleton, of Salford, Lanca- 
fhire, dyer. 

William Caley the younger, and John 
Hart, both of Kingfton-upon -Hull, grocers 
and copartners. 

James Darke, of the city of Gloucefter, 
filhmonger. 

John Cheney, of Warrington, Lan- 
cafhire, fuftian manufacturer. 

Charles Ferguffon and James Murdoch, 
of Coleman-ttreet-buildings, merchants 
and partners. 

Charles Ferguffon and William Shep- 
herd, of Coleman-ftrect-buildings, mer- 
chants and partners. 

Jarvis , Whitehead, of Coleman-ftreet, 
fmith‘and ironmonger. 

Samuel © Ruffell, of Crown-court, 
Threadneedle-ftreet, taylor. 

Thomas Shelmerdine, of Manchetter, 
Lancafhire, worlted- manufacturer. 

John Fincham, of St. Paul, Shadwell, 
cheefemonger. 

William Key, of Leek, Staffordhhire, 
button-meichant. 

Andrew Vezian, of Gould - fquare, 
Crutched-friars, merchant. 

Robert Crofts, in the Ifle of Thanet, 
Kent, carpenter and builder. 

William Key and James Lucas, of Leek, 
Statfordhhire, button-merchants and co- 
partners 

John Lawfon and Caleb Lawfon, of 
Tottenham-court-road, cheefemongers and 
partners, 


John 
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Richard Wilfan, of Pontefrast, York- 


fhire, money-fcrivener. 

John Finlay, of Whitehaven, Cum- 
berland, merchant. 

William ‘Trickey, of Wokingham, 
Berks, draper. 

Featherftone Molloy, of Oxford-ftreet, 
paper and rag-merchant. 

James Chater, of Cherry-tree-court, 
Alderfgate itreet, watchmaker. 

Ralph Nicklin, of the borough of War- 
wick, Warwickhhire, broker. 

Stephen Pearfon, of Thrapfton, Nor- 
thamptonhhire, thopkeeper. 

James Macgowan, of Paternofter-row, 
bookdeller. 

John Haworth and Edmund Haworth, 
of Blackburn, Lancahhire, callico-printers. 

John Lee, of Bridgnorth, Salop, fhoe- 
maker. 

Richard Wilks, of Narrow-{lieet, Lime- 
houfe, brandy-merchant. 

William Antrobus Sydebotham, of 
Stockport, Chefhire, button manufacturer. 


BOOKS publithed in SepTemBeER. 
HE Englith Garden; a Poem, Book 
IVth and laft : by W. Mafon, M. A. 

Gibbon’s Account of Chriftianity confi- 
dered ; with Strictures on Hume’s Dia- 
logue concerning Natural Religion ; by 
Joteph Milner, A. M. 

Letters from an Englith traveller in Spain, 
in 1778, on the Origin and Progrefs of 
Poetry in that Kingdom. 

A Genealogical Hittory of the prefent 
Royal Families in Europe, &c. &c. 
with the Chara&ter of each Sovereign. 

An Effay on the Right of Property in 
Land, with refpe& to its foundation ia 
the Law of Nature; its prefent Elta- 
blithment by the Municipal Laws of 
England, and the Regulations by which 
it might be rendered more beneficial to 
Mankind. 

A Review of the Condu& of his Excel- 
lency John Earl of Buckinghamfhire, 
during his Adminiftration in Ireland. 
Pamphlet. 

A Reply to a fecond Letter on the Dura- 
tion of our Lord’s Miniftry, from the 
Rev. Dr. Prieftly; by William New- 
come, D. D. Bithop of Wate: ford 

O!ney Hymns, ad Edition; by the Rev. 
John Newton. 

Hiftory of the [fle of Wight; by Sir 
Richard Worfley. 

A Philofophical and Experimental En- 
quiry into the firft and general Principles 
of Animal and Vegetable Life; by 
Robert Harrington, 

PRICES 


Erratun—P, 113, line 40, for alterations read altercations. 
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Engraved for the Univerfal Magazine. 
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